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Having lived with this material for a while now, I realize 2 things:

1. Everything here really is just a sketch.  The entire document serves mainly to point, almost like an outline.  Most of the sentences really could be chapters, and many of the paragraphs could easily be books.

2. That being said, it does, nevertheless touch on all essential aspects of political and social understanding, expressed as an extension of our understanding of YHWH’s Name.
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On Religion and Politics
Here's where I get into trouble.

We live with a very long history where religion is supposed to be in the private heart, and will be safely respected there, as long as it never breaks its ugly head out into the light of day by trying to have anything to do with anything at all.

The "System" (by which I mean government on all levels, commerce, the so-called educational system, and, shockingly enough, organized religion) is perfectly happy to allow us the "freedom of religion" to believe whatever silly things we might want to (have you actually spent any time looking at religious "newsgroups " and "chat rooms" on the internet?  We really haven't come very far from the medieval debates of how many angels can dance on the head of a pin.) as long as we keep those beliefs quiet, and they never attempt to affect "The Things That Really Matter In Life", like taxes, indoctrination, TV and consumerism.

Regularly the System will run 2 amazing propaganda campaigns (aka Public Service Announcements) that say the same thing, only for 2 different arenas:
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	"Attend the house of worship of your choice, but attend."
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	"Vote for the candidate of your choice, but vote."


The System does not care which religion you have, as long as it doesn't mean anything.  Likewise it doesn't care which candidate you vote for.  Why?  Because the system is going to do whatever it chooses.....The will of the people is irrelevant, as countless overturned "propositions" proves.  What DOES matter to the System is that we keep up the APPEARANCES of a representative government, and the APPEARANCES of a free & dynamic religious life.  Then, and only then, is the System really free to continue to do as it chooses.....The lie must be maintained at all costs.

You know in your hearts this is the truth.  "Never discuss religion or politics."  Everything else is fair game, but those 2 things are off limits.

Why?  Because they are the only 2 things in life that matter.  HOW WE LIVE, and HOW WE GOVERN ONE ANOTHER is ALL THAT LIFE IS!!

And yes, I include the so-called "Church" in the "System"....For Centuries Christianity has told us that true religion is a matter of faith and the soul, not a matter of politics.  Martin Luther, the Great Reformer (in the 1500's) , refused to have anything to do with the pressing social problems of the day.  As (for example) hundreds of peasants were slaughtered by their controlling landlords, Luther's only comment was that he should not take the Lord's Church and turn it into an arm of the government.  Real Christianity had to do with whether Jesus was literally or symbolically present in Communion, not whether hundreds of innocents were being slaughtered.  (Of course, in the centuries before Luther, the Church was the government. Wonderful....Out of the frying pan and into the fire.)

And this is not only ancient history....Even to this very day the so-called Church sits by and watches, even helps, the Government carry on all sorts of atrocities.  It is a fact of history that Martin Luther's writings ("On The Jews And Their Lies"....it is still available in almost every Lutheran Pastor's library) contained the step-by-step instructions Adolph Hitler followed to try to eliminate every Jew from the planet.  Quotations from the great Church leader appeared, in context, on Nazi propaganda posters, as the Lutheran Church in Germany did everything it could to assist Hitler.  

"The Lord establishes the times, seasons and rulers.  Give to Caesar what is Caesar's, little sheep.  Pay your taxes thankfully to continue to fund genocide....send your sons to murder Jews....This is your duty to the Lord....and continue to fill the plates we pass so we can afford to keep telling you to do remain the mindless surrogate murderers you are."

And the church still teaches the same thing, even to this very day.  In America.  I know this first hand.

And they continue to be wrong.

And Jesus continues to weep.
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So I cannot keep silent.  Religion and politics DO matter....But if religion does not affect how we live, which ultimately means the political system, then religion is useless.

So, I try to make religion matter.  I attempt not to fill your head with meaningless chatter that has nothing to do with leading a balanced, blessed life.

And for the next little while, I want to show you quite clearly how all this "God-talk" relates to our social order.

And I am quite aware that there is, indeed, a global community being touched by The Church of Yahweh.  So a few comments:
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	There are ills all across the globe.  But I am simply not qualified to comment on the modern political situation outside America.  So, unfortunately, I must restrict my comments to the current American political / religious system.
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	So, both in and outside America, maintain that "There may be problems, but America is still the best place to live."  Well, as to whether or not that is factually true I do not know and cannot say.  But even if it is, today's America is deeply sick.  And it is in desperate need of healing.  To say it may be "better" than others is simply not even remotely the point.  If I have lung cancer and you "only" have skin cancer, does that mean your cancer should not be treated?  Of course not.
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A reader comments:

Wow, just read thoughts for Sun and Mon. Pretty alarming. I guess I won't be announcing ''I'M A LUTHERAN!" to the volunteers running the Lutheran High School food booth at the ******* Fair NEXT memorial weekend like I did this year. I think I'm embarrassed. And we even have a Volkswagen! (and I had two VWs when I was single!)

My response: 

I really don't think in today's world there's anything wrong with being a Lutheran, just like in itself there's nothing wrong with being German......What I DO think is wrong, however, is Lutheranism trying to hide the fact or re-write history....Kind of like the neo-nazis who are trying to claim the Holocaust never happened.....The Lutherans (and ANYONE) who teach their children just one side of the story, as though to make Luther out to be a hero, ignoring the Evil within him, are practicing (in my opinion) child abuse that is actually worse and more damaging to the soul than incest....Sorry to be so direct......But I have known HUNDREDS, even THOUSANDS of people who think that when Jesus was walking on the water Luther was right there next to him, holding him up........NOTHING COULD EVER BE FARTHER FROM THE TRUTH.....And I think God is done a HUGH disservice by twisting the historical record....The real message is that EVEN A HATEFUL, EVIL MAN LIKE MARTIN LUTHER CAN BE USED FOR GOOD BY A GRACIOUS GOD.  

Now THAT is something I and the whole world can learn from and embrace.

The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
Here it is, folks.  Letter for letter.

Amendment I

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances. 

I will make this really short.
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	The US Constitution was written by devout, religious men.
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	The same holds true for the Amendments.
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	The US Government, as originally chartered, was a blessed, Divine gift from God, established as a testimonial work by loving people of faith.
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	Throughout time, however, evil, satanic men have attempted to destroy and pervert this Holy Blessing.  
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	Weak, frightened churches, coupled with complacency, have been the greatest partners to enabling this evil.
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	This Amendment could not be clearer: Government cannot stop, hinder or affect religion.

	[image: image13.png]



	Satanic, evil men have consistently lied to people, and misinterpreted this to mean that religion can have nothing to do with government.
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	We now live in a society where, in some jurisdictions, school gay-rights clubs are protected, while Campus Crusade For Christ groups have been declared unconstitutional and, therefore, illegal.  Giving a condom or birth control to a teenager is enlightened....Give them a Bible and you could be thrown in jail.
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	On many school grounds the only time it is lawful to lead people in prayer is during a memorial service for the most recently slaughtered.  And certain groups have even challenged that.


And don't you dare, Don't you dare, blame God for any of this.  If we will not care enough to get involved and transform the society under our very noses, why should He?  

People are often like whiney children who will scream at mommy and daddy because they have a dirty room.  Of course, it is much easier to scream at mommy and daddy than it is to get-off their lazy rear-ends and clean up their own mess.

It is time for the Church, the real Church. to get angry.  Very angry.

To Hate what God Hates is Good.

Remember that.

The Divine Name as the Key to Political Understanding
I confess I find this topic very exciting.  It is so integrating, connecting religion, philosophy, and the social order into one cohesive whole.

And it is actually very simple.

Here is a word:
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That word means many things:
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	God
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	Man
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	Love
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	Peace
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	Joy

	[image: image22.png]



	Life
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	Truth
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	Light
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	I Am
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	I Will Be


Now you either accept that, or frankly I cannot understand why you are reading this.  I cannot prove it to you.  It is a spiritual "axiom", something which can neither be proven or disproved, only accepted or rejected.  From Webster's New World Dictionary:

Axiom: Logic, Math. a statement or proposition that needs no proof because its truth is obvious, or one that is accepted as true without proof.  "Euclid's axiom that things equal to the same thing are equal to each other"

[image: image27.png]minh

-



is our axiom.  But once an axiom is accepted, certain definite, scientifically valid results can be derived from it.  This is the basis of our entire system of knowledge.  And for me, 

All of politics and knowledge of the entire social order follow perfectly and logically from the "axiom of YHWH's Name."
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Granted the Word / Name [image: image29.png]minh

-



and its value and power, what do we find?

1. You are God's Name - you represent (re-present) Him to the world.
2. As such, you share the divine attribute (character) of Will....You have Free Will....That's what "I Will Be What I Will Be", as it resides in your soul, means.
3. Freedom of choice, then, is your Divine Birthright.  It is built into the essence of the universe and is the essence of your relationship with YHWH.
We then have the First Guiding Principal:
Being a child of YHWH, endowed with free Will, you have the right to do anything and everything you want.
Since everyone, yes every single person on this planet (and others?!?) is a Child of The Father, every single person shares in this Divine Birthright, and therefore (quite simply and logically) the First Guiding Principal applies equally to all people!

We then have the Second Guiding Principal:

Since every person is a child of YHWH, every person has the right to do anything and everything they want.
Putting the First and Second Principals together, we have what is called The Natural Law:

You have the absolute, Divine Right to do whatever you want to do, as long as it does not interfere with anyone else's right to do what they want to do.
That, my friends, is the proper and correct basis of civil interactions.  Following clearly on its heals, then, is what I call The Divine Charter for Civil Government:
The only valid functions of government are to uphold, protect, and deal with violations of the Natural Law.
All the debates on morality, law, business ethics, and government, boil down to one question: 

How well does this human activity embody the Natural Law?
Of course many more words could be used.  But for me, as a student of religion and especially The Name, it is all really that simple.  

Yes.  I will state it again.  It IS really that simple.  So-called learned men will write endless books and Supreme Court Decisions, accomplishing with their many words only the obscuring of the simple truth.
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There are two competing ideas in this world: Freedom and Equality.

When everyone is free, no one will be equal.
The only way to make everyone equal is to remove all freedom.
That, dear friends, is just the way the universe works.

As to the whole question of equity and "fairness", again the issue is quite simple:

YHWH seeks people with open, loving hearts, who are Willing to share from their abundance (financial, emotional, aesthetic, health) with those who have a lack.  But He seeks children who do this voluntarily out of love, not at the point of a gun through fear, coercion or taxation.  And those who do not wish to be loving are to be left alone, as long as they do not interfere with anyone else's Divine Birthright.  Those who do interfere with another's Divine Birthright, be they individual, groups or corporations, are in violation of the Natural Law.  And government's true role is to punish those who violate the Natural Law.
Eventually we can (could?  will?) arrive at the Promised Land, Heaven on Earth (it has many names), where 

Every person is totally free, and living in perfect love with those around them.

But creating endless governments that seek (one way or the other) to force people into acting decently will not work.

We have thousands of years of recorded history to prove it.

Some Practical Considerations
To restate The Natural Law:

You have the absolute, Divine Right to do whatever you want to do, as long as it does not interfere with anyone else's right to do what they want to do.
There are many human "institutions" that are valid because they have their basis solidly in The Natural Law:
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	Private property
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	The age of self determination, when children become adults
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	Binding contracts
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	Freedom of choice


What types of things violate the Natural Law?
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	Murder

	[image: image36.png]



	Rape
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	Assault
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	Arson
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	Kidnapping
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	Theft
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	Fraud
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	Forgery (using a name that is not yours to use!)


Simple, right?  Right.  Hopefully the only "revelation" here, if any, is how these crimes find their illegality in an immorality that is grounded in YHWH's Name.
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But now comes the tricky part, for there is an entire collection of activities currently practiced by the human race which, in America at least, are illegal, though according the Natural Law they shouldn't be.

We are discussing the Social Order.  That means interactions between humans, not within a person himself.   In other words, we have written extensively about how an individual person can come closer to God.  

But that is not our point here, and that is not a proper basis of social interaction, nor a basis for civil government.

Like prostitution. I am not talking about the morality of it.  That is not the point here.  But as a voluntary, non-coercive contract between 2 people, it does not violate the Natural Law, and therefore should not be illegal.  In fact, there has been endless research done proving that the very illegality of it creates an atmosphere which leads to the very abuses the law tries to protect.

And I know I've probably lost many of you here.  But the truth is that 1) the illegality of prostitution cannot be justified through application of the Natural, and 2) Societies where it is decriminalized have much lower rates of rape and child abuse than in the U.S.  Sorry, but that is the truth.

And at this point we will "leave the rest of the exercise to the reader."  You either understand and resonate with this notion of applying The Natural Law absolutely as the basis of human civil law, or you don't.  Any further "examples" would be superfluous if you agree, and quite inflammatory if you don't.
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The key point here is, should you be willing to accept The Natural Law as the basis for civil government, it can quite logically and consistently be applied to your understanding of our world.  
Obviously neither America nor any other part of this civilization we are familiar with accepts it, and we are under no delusion that anything will change any time in the foreseeable future.  But that does not negate its truth or value.

Is The Natural Law sufficient?  Would that be enough?  No.  Of course not.  Prostitution would still exist, and in YHWH's Kingdom it will not.  But 2 wrongs do not make a right, and making an immoral act illegal simply because it makes some of us uncomfortable is no basis for a system of government.  
But once you start down that road, wherein our personal morality is forced upon other people, it becomes quite easy to start the Crusades again.  Or the Holocaust.

We can and must (eventually) begin to do better than that.  And re-creating our governments on the shoulders of an absolute application of The Natural Law is the first step.
Taxation is Theft
I walk up to you on the street and tell you that if you don't give me the money in your pocket I will hurt you.  You call for the police and they arrest me.

I spend 2 years in prison.  It gives me a lot of time to think of a better plan.  So, when I get out, I get together with many of my fellow prisoners and tell you that if you do not give us 10% of your money every month then we will not be able to protect you.  You call the police and they arrest me.

I spend 20 years in prison.  It gives me a lot of time to think of a much better plan.  So, when I get out, I get together with many of my fellow prisoners.  This time we call ourselves The Government.  And I tell you that if you do not give me 50% of every single dollar you ever make or get in your entire life then I will hurt you.  You call the police and they arrest YOU!
Hmmmmmmmmmm.....What's going on here?
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Simply put, taxation is a violation of The Natural Law.  Neither the masses of numbers that legislate it, nor the strength of the armies and police that enforce it, can change this fact.

This is philosophically true, and I have never heard, read or seen any answer to this.  The only response offered is, "Maybe, but taxes are the price we pay for a civilized society."

That, too, is a lie, told by evil people to ignorant people to keep them from thinking for themselves.

Let me ask you 2 questions:

1. Why, by what flight of fantasy, do we imagine that free people would not voluntarily pay for those products and services which they value?  The answer is so obvious that it is almost painful to write....Of COURSE people voluntarily pay for those products and services they value.  That's the basis of the $6,000,000,000,000 (That's 6 Trillion Dollars) per year U.S. economy....Yet, the evil people would have us believe, if taxation did not exist then there would be no police, no fire protection, no hospitals....If you will spend even 5 minutes actually thinking about this you will see how ridiculous it is.

2. And if free people do not wish to voluntarily pay for the services they do not value, by what right should they be forced to do so?  The clear answer is, as YHWH is my witness, they shouldn't.

Look.....Enough philosophy.  Let's look at this practically.

Stop stealing (about) half of every person's money as taxes.  With that money people would be free to pay for:
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	Police
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	Firemen
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	911 Emergency services
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	Weather Satellites
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	etc......


I could mention centuries of Church-run hospitals, orphanages, etc....I could talk about all of the children in the Far East I personally and hundreds of thousands like me have helped through World Vision, without one tax dollar ever being spent....I could talk about so many of our great Colleges and Universities which started as Church outreaches......I could talk about the billions of dollars people voluntarily give annually in this country alone to help support those causes they passionately believe in....I could talk about Jerry Lewis' MDA program......I could actually fill your entire computer with the details and stories of wonderful people, already obscenely overtaxed, still giving of their time, talent and treasure to those human endeavors they value.....

It is one of the great lies that all of these things would disappear if there was no taxation....

People even today voluntarily donate millions, even BILLIONS of dollars to police and firefighter associations and health research and library associations and....and....and....and.....above and beyond what they are already taxed.  
The Great Taxation Lie expects you to believe that all of those wonderful people (and yes, I am one of them) would, with all of their money in their own pockets, suddenly decide to pay nothing, and that society as we know it would crumble.
It is so pathetically stupid that it can only be sustained by endless repetition, indoctrinating mind-dead sheep into thoughtless obedience.

In other words, The so-called-church.

Give What to Caesar?
It's Bible Study time.  

Normally I leave detailed Bible references out of my writings.  I think they distract the thought process, and in this day they are really easy for any even a half-devout student to look-up for themselves.

But this is different, Dear Friends.  Here you get chapter and verse, down to the tiniest detail.  Why?
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	There is so much ignorance about this topic that a detailed discussion will be needed.
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	This topic is still being used to abuse God's children.  It is very important, and deserves our full attention.
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	It is my hope that this document will be copied and distributed in every Church, Synagogue, Mosque and home in the Western World, wherever the Bible is revered.
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Almost every April, during tax season, and certainly during late June / early July around the 4th of July, preachers by the thousands in America "teach" the congregation that it is their Christian duty to pay every dime of every tax every one of the countless governmental agencies requires.  The flock is taught to do this absolutely, unthinkingly, as the lamb going forth to slaughter.  (Again, I wish I was better equipped to address the entire world, but must focus my remarks on America).

The main passage used to beat them into this sad submission is the following.  It can be found in the Gospel of Matthew (the 1st Book in the Christian New Testament) in Chapter 22, starting at verse 17:
17 Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not?"

18 But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, "You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me? 
19 Show me the coin used for paying the tax." They brought him a denarius, 
20 and he asked them, "Whose portrait is this? And whose inscription?"

21 "Caesar’s," they replied.  Then he said to them, "Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s."

22 When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and went away.

The interpretation the so-called church gives is very simple:   

Jesus paid his taxes, so should you.  End of story.
This dialogue happened 2000 years ago, give or take.  The times, money system, and governmental systems were all very different from today.  Preachers and Bible scholars know this.  But most of them deliberately choose to ignore and obscure these facts as they practice child-abuse through MIS-interpreting these verses.

This, my Dear Friends, is a MIS-interpretation.  Why?

1. It takes this passage out of its historical context.

2. It also takes this passage out of the context of the FULL Biblical witness.

3. It completely ignores the very different circumstances of America's history.  

4. In other words, this simple (and wrong) interpretation tries to make a blanket application of this passage to a time and people it does not apply to.

I will detail each of these errors here.

[Note: I realize from reading this, and hopefully it is plain to the reader, that this document is barely a sketch.  Each sentence here could almost be the title for a separate chapter.  But I have neither the time to write such a book, nor do you (probably) have the time to read all of it.  Should this little meditation spark thought or interest in you, with just a little digging you will find a wealth of information available.]
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The Historical Context of Jesus' Comment 
Jesus was a Radical Revolutionary!  Just look at this:
1. 2000 years ago Rome and Caesar laid claim to everything.  Every person and horse and dollar in the entire Roman world belonged to Caesar.  So, when Jesus said "Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s" the really important point is that he was saying there are some things Caesar does not own!  And remember, he was soon to be crucified as an enemy of the State. (Luke 23:2)

2. The Jews were an occupied people.  They were allowed to keep some of their customs and traditions, but Rome laid claim to owning Israel and Jerusalem and the Temple and everything.  So, when Jesus said "Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s" the really important point is that he was saying "You may occupy our city, but you can never own our hearts."
3. The money used to pay Rome's taxes was the Denarius.  It had Caesar's picture on it and everything.  But the Jews had their own money, called the Shekel.  So, when Jesus said "Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s" the really important point is that he was saying "Here, take your stinking Roman filth with you.  I do not need it."  And remember, he was soon to be crucified as an enemy of the State! 

The Full Bible Witness
1. Tax Collectors are always mentioned in the context of evil sinners.  See Matthew 5:46, Matthew 9:10, Mark 2:16 and Luke 18:13 to name a few.

2. Though Rome was an occupying force, they did (for the most part) leave the Jews alone, as long as they "behaved themselves."  So the Bible's strongest words against Rome / Caesar / Government come from a few decades after Jesus' death, when the persecution of Christians was in full swing.  Then, The Roman Government was called "Babylon the Great" (Revelations 14:8), "The great dragon...that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan...." (Revelations 12:9.)
3. Kings, governments and civil rulers, from the earliest time, have been a "thorn" in the side of God's people.  1 Samuel 8:5 - 20 and many others too numerous to mention show that God should be ruling in the hearts of people, and that civil governments and kings and the like will only oppress and tax God's people.
4. And yet, shockingly, in both the "Old" and "New" Testaments, this tax was only 10%.  And yet in today's world....well....that brings us to our next topic.
America the Beautiful
And then, some 1,700 years later, something wonderful happened.  Many people, having fought a war against unfair taxes (!) and religious oppression, came together in order "To form a more perfect union...."  Now this is VERY IMPORTANT, so please pay attention.
1. America was founded on the principal of government of, by and for the people.  "Caesar" (aka the US government) owned nothing.  Nothing.  And the purpose of the US Constitution (if you will actually read it) is to show the tiny little bit of "power" reserved for the Federal Govt (doing, I might add, a very respectful (though not perfect) job of embodying the Natural Law), and everything else, all power, reserved to the people.
2. Another huge topic here that I can only sketch, but it is important: Economic theory, especially as it pertains to currency.  You see, until very recently, all money was based on hard currency: gold and silver.  You deposited your gold at the bank.  Then, the private bank issued your a certificate of deposit, saying you had your gold there....It was easier than carrying all the gold & silver around.  And people got into the habit of "paying for things" by just handing over the certificates.  That is the historical background of paper money.
3. When America was founded, the Federal Government could and would stamp gold & silver coins.  But something tricky happened.....Eventually, as a "convenience," (Satan always taps into our sense of convenience first) the Federal Govt started issuing its own "Federal Reserve Notes."  You see, you could be traveling in another state where your private bank reserve note was not recognized, so the Federal Reserve Notes were started under the guise of being a nationally recognized currency.
4. And what happened?  Though this is so significant, you probably do not even know....Anyway, what began as an option became mandatory: The Feds outlawed private bank notes.  Then Richard Nixon said those "federal Reserve Notes" could no longer be exchanged for the real gold & silver they used to represent.
5. In short, the Government started competing as an option, outlawed the competition (private bank notes), effectively stole everyone's hard currency (by forbidding the Reserve Notes to be exchanged for gold & silver), and then offered to sell that stolen merchandise back to the people they stole it from.
6. The Federal Income tax was not started until the around 1910.  At that time the highest rate was 4%.  Today we have Federal tax rates as high as 39%....plus State Income Taxes up to 8%....Plus sales taxes up to 8%....Plus other taxes on gas, electricity, phones....And then, should you happen to die with anything after all this taxation, the government demands 50% of whatever is left.
Let me put this as clearly as I can:

When America was founded, all money belonged to the people.  Private banks held gold and silver, and issued their private "money" certificates, saying how much gold or silver you had in the bank.  Neither the President's, nor "Caesar's", nor any other governmental authority's picture appeared on these private notes.
The bank's picture appeared on it.  And they were only holding your money for you.
Give What to Caesar?
Now, to the point.  The Bible says in Romans 13 starting at verse 1:
Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God.

And we have seen the historical context, and the fuller Bible witness.  The challenge for today's student / citizen is to know right from wrong, good from bad.  Indeed, in years past, the Christian Church took this passage to obscene extremes, that Hitler's program to exterminate all Jews was from an "authority established by God."  

Even if that authority was actually established by God, that authority was misused!
Here is my (hopefully) simple position:

The authorities are established by God only to the extent that they govern with honesty and goodness.
In Paul's day they basically left the Church alone.  Later (as I tried to touch on earlier) the Bible takes on a very different tone when it discusses the civil authorities.

The point is, as it pertains to America,

God did, indeed, actually establish this great nation.  But evil men, inspired by their own lust for power, have subverted this Divine Gift, to the point that the U.S. Government is now a godless abomination.
1. Jesus was speaking as a radical....His was not a statement of giving-up, it was one of contempt.

2. When America was founded, "Caesar" owned nothing.  Evil men, drunk with their own lust for power, changed that into the abomination we live in today.  You must decide for yourself which "authority" God established, but my mind finds no confusion.

3. Even at its evil worst, the Roman government only extracted 10% of a citizen's money.  And yes, the full Bible witness is that this was evil.  And yet, modern America burdens many of its citizens with taxation above 50%.

4. Taxation remains, morally and philosophically, theft.  No amount of rationalization can change that.

What, then, do you really owe "Caesar"?

A heart and life dedicated to love, honesty and truth.  To speak-out against evil in all its forms, regardless of its apparent authority.  To oppose and take action against such evil, in what ever way and with whatever strength God grants you.
That is the truth.  And in His day and time, THAT is what Jesus' "Give to Caesar..." comment meant.

And that is our duty.

Only then can we begin to restore the American Dream....Only then can we begin to establish freedom world-wide.

Only then can we begin to establish God's Kingdom on earth.

May God Bless America.

And May God Bless You.
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Pastor Ahyh, 8:55 am pst, Friday September 15, 2000, in Valley Center California, The United States of America. Written in patriotic love, as a witness to the true God, and as His thinking, living, child.

The Society of Lies
The world we live in is not "real".

Not "real" in the absolute sense.  

Gravity is real......it does not require anyone's involvement or energy to support or sustain it.

The earth is real.

So is the sun, the moon, tree, rivers, rocks......

But not so with the social order.  That "world" that we inhabit is a shared fantasy, sustained and maintained only by the strength of those people willing to support it.

Like to gods of Greek mythology, our social order is only as "real" as the number of people willing to spend their time propagating it, multiplied by the intensity with which they do it.

And our social order, at its root and foundation, boiled down to it base components, is made out of one thing.

Just like all food, whether it be Spanish or Indian or Chinese or American or whatever all boils down to a collection of carbohydrates, proteins and sugars, so too our social order is primarily composed of one element.

And that element is The Lie.  Call it delusion, call it propaganda, call it a misunderstanding, it amounts to the same thing:  

The world does not have to be this way.  We live in a world of lies.
[image: image57.png]



Lie: "The Federal Reserve Board" is a part of the U.S. Government  Truth: The Federal Reserve Board is a private bank.  Has never been, and can never be, supervised or audited by The Congress.

Lie: "Social Security Trust Fund"  Truth: It doesn't exist.  Never has.  There is not even one dollar of Social Security Taxes saved in any account anywhere.  The entire structure is a pyramid scheme requiring greater dollars from future contributors in order to survive.  If the Federal Government wasn't running it, it would be illegal.

Lie: "Television does not hurt children."  Truth: Staring at the 30 times-per-second strobe light for 8 hours a day has been proven over and over to make children incapable of abstract thinking..

Lie: "Isn't she pretty."  Truth: The media searches the planet for the .000001% "most beautiful people"....bodies, faces...Then it gives them professional makeup & wardrobe, airbrushes their images, superimposes a "better" voice to match the face, and call it "reality."  14 year old girls (and boys) see these images and wonder "what is wrong with them...." 15 year olds  getting implants....injecting steroids.....with anorexia.

Lie: "The Brady Bunch", where everyone gets along just fine, and every problem is resolved in less than 20 minutes.  Truth: This image, so innocent, has caused immeasurable pain by creating false and unrealistic expectations in the minds of millions...."Why can't we just be like the Brady Bunch?!?"

Lie: August 2000 Al Gore said "It is time for medical decisions to be put back in the hands of doctors, and not insurance companies."  Truth: Starting 7 years earlier Al Gore worked to try to socialize all American medicine.......One seventh of the entire US economy under direct Federal control.  What he evidently really meant to say was "It is time for medical decisions to be put back in the hands of Federal Bureaucrats..."

Lie: "This car will make you popular with girls."  Truth: This car has been specially engineered, with billions of dollars of research, to fall apart within months of the time you finish paying for it.  And the faulty tires that have killed so many are not our fault....We thought all the internal memos so many years ago were wrong.

Lie: "I never had sex with that woman."  Truth: Really?

Lie: "We need to get every student connected to the internet."  Truth: Oh Dear God......We now have students downloading their papers by the thousands, printing them on color lasers, and getting graded for the effort....This does not constitute education.

Lie: "Without a hospital delivering mothers will die."  Truth: Hospital births have been repeatedly shown to be 6 times more fatal than mid-wife homebirths.

Lie: "The War on Drugs."  Truth: Ever walked thorough a drug store?

Lie: "Give to Caesar what is Caesar's."  Truth: Oops....I'm repeating myself.....

Lie: From the Lutheran Catechism: "So, what is God's name?  God is God's name."  Truth: God is Not God's Name.

Lie: "Daycare for every child."  Truth: They need to be with their mothers.

Lie: "Gentle Jesus meek and mild."  Truth: Took a metal-barbed cord to those who polluted YHWH's Temple.
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Oh well......Of course I could go on and on......So could you.  The point is that we literally live, breathe and swim in an entire ocean full of lies.  And it does not have to be this way.

The point?  The moral of the story?  

"Know the truth, and the truth will set you free."
Applying The Natural Law to some of today's most controversial issues
It would be so much easier to not write this.

Remember, we are not "supposed" to talk about religion or politics.  And if we do, we must never, ever suggest religion can affect politics.

But that is the coward's way out.  Here, I want to take The Natural Law and simply apply it to some of today's hotly debated issues.  

This is actually a "scientific" process.  This is a simple, straightforward application of the Natural Law.  

If the Natural Law is the correct basis for our social interactions, then the results on this page follow almost automatically.
Agree or disagree, I would like your feedback.

[image: image59.png]



	[image: image60.png]



	"Homosexual marriage?"  2 free people have the right to enter into whatever kind of voluntary relationship they want.  However, many of the things that are meant by "marriage", especially in the legal framework, are violations of the Natural Law: tax rates and social security benefits, just to name 2.
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	"How to protect social security?"  "Social security" is a violation of the Natural Law.  If people choose not to save for their own retirement, removing 15.3% (the actual rate) of every dollar their grandchildren earn in order to pay for it is coercive and immoral.
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	"Should prayer be allowed in the public schools?"  This is a case where the question is wrong.  The real question is, "Should public schools exist?"  And the answer is "No."  Again, many books can and have been written about the superior nature of private education.  But even that is not the point.  The only valid purpose of government is to deal with violations of the Natural Law; this does include a military, but does not include "enforced indoctrination" of children in a governmentally-run "goo-farm" (aka public school system."
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	"Democrats vs. Republicans?"  This, honestly, is a joke.  For all intents and purposes there is only one party.  I call it the Demo-Publican Party.  One "extreme" thinks 50% of the average person's money should be stolen from them.  The other "extreme" thinks only 47% of the average person's money should be stolen from them.  Neither side of the Demo-Publican Party believes in real freedom, and dedicates it full energies to maintaining a government that runs your whole life: from the content of the radio you wake up to, to how your hospital birth is paid for, to stealing half of whatever money and property you may have left at the end of your life, the Demo-Publican Party wants to control you.
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	"Is Jesus really present in Communion, or only symbolically?"  This has nothing to do with inter-personal relationships, and therefore the Natural Law has nothing to say about it.  (Are you paying attention here?)
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	"Should we raise the minimum wage?" Above and beyond the fact that a "minimum wage" is a governmental raping of a free market that of course violates the Natural Law, what a "minimum wage" effectively does is make it illegal to work unless you can produce goods or services worth $X per hour.  Thus more unemployment....Thus the "need" for more government training programs, welfare, etc....Thus the need for more bureaucrats, which is the real purpose of almost all legislations: to keep people weak, needing more government.  It is called job security.
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	"Abortion?"  Look....This is a tough one....I happen to think the U.S. Supreme Court actually "got this one right."  For the first 6 months that fetus is not able to live on its own, and really is only an extension of the woman's body.  About the 7th month, though it is really challenged, the fetus becomes "viable", meaning able to live outside the womb.  And abortion after the 6th month is (in most places) legal only in extreme cases of danger to the mother.  Regardless, making abortion illegal will not help anyone.
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	"The war on drugs?"  Assuming we are talking about adults voluntarily doing what they want in the privacy of their own home, no drug (in that context) should be illegal.  No matter how stupid or dangerous it may be, people have the right to live as they choose.  Just because we "do not like" something is not sufficient reason to make it illegal; again, only violations of the Natural Law should be illegal.
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Well, I could go on and on, but I've probably made enough people mad for one day.

To repeat, the real questions here are:

1. Whether or not [image: image69.png]minh
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truly expresses how the universe is.  For The Church of Yahweh it expresses, in one powerful word, who God is, who we are, how we relate to God, and how we should relate to each other.

2. If that is true, then there are quite clear (and simple) steps that can be taken to bring our personal lives into closer alignment with that Word.

3. And that Word tells us how we should live.

What is presently lacking is our moral courage to make this happen.

How Then Should We Live?
First, a sampling of some of the interesting emails this week.

Hey Rabbi,

Just wanting to thank you for the "thought 4 the day" section. It keeps me well fed mentally to chew on the things, as well as my spirit to strengthen me and keep me in focus.

Love ya man.....
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Firstly, let me apologize up front if this message is less than coherent, but my mind had been racing since I found your page a week ago, but I didn't want to put off writing any longer.

I've been studying religion, mysticism, the occult, and the Qabalah (my personal spelling choice which I can explain latter) for most of my life, and your page STILL blew my mind. Some of the thoughts expressed on it are things I've been telling people for years, but taken to a deeper level of understanding than I have ever achieved.

I was, and am, smitten with the complete logic and reason your page displays, and how well each idea follows from the previous one. I've seen some, though surely not all, of your ideas expressed elsewhere, but never so concisely and completely.

Your ideas have given me so many new ways of looking at things, that I don't know where to start.....
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Hallo Ahyh,

Excellent thought for the day. I always have felt that way, but never knew quite how to articulate it so well.....

[image: image72.png]



You are brave to mention kids need their Mommies. Cause Society tells woman she has to do it all (and you can't do it all, at least not all at once.) 
When my stepson was little and I was den mom to his cub scout group all the other kids had one parent homes and full time working mommies. Man you could tell!. And I'm not trying to be mean, I know every body does the best they are capable of doing. And it's not enough for kids. (And I screwed up at the job a lot myself so I'm not trying to be holier than thou here). They do need somebody other than even the best day care institution. Your position on TV is right on. Kids need Mom (and Dad), and parents need the love and support of Yahweh. Erma Bombeck once said the hardest thing about being a Mom was showing up (for the "job") everyday. And I think that's true, too.
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Also with regard to public school, if you don't have public school, how then do the poor kids get a chance at what their parents cannot afford to give 
them? ( I know it's not EQUAL and the rich kids attending public schools still fare better as a group). I like the idea that my country cares, at least in spirit that our children are all educated.....          [end of emails]

Pastor Ahyh's answer: To me, it is so simple.  Look:
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	Let's assume the very best about government and the public school system.  Couldn't they, then, best be seen as society's way of providing for the poor who cannot afford education?  Of course they could.  In other words, the very fact that public schools exist shows that people would provide for the education of the poor.
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	The problem, then, is the immoral and coercive nature of the threatening tax system that underlies it, not to mention the bureaucracy that consumes way too many resources.  Would it be right, I ask you, to sell crack cocaine to school children in order to use the money to feed the poor?  I think not.  So, the fact that taxes are used for "good", educating children, for example, does not make it right.
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	And private industry, motivated to show its "customers" (the parents of the children being educated) the quality of its product, goes to great lengths to provide the best teachers they can.  Not so the public school teachers, where the pot-of-gold-at-the-end-of-the-rainbow is "Tenure", meaning basically that you can't be fired for any reason whatsoever.  (And yes I know I am exaggerating.)  The public school teachers union still opposes any types of tests for the teachers.  And when the teachers are tested, all too often we see that they should be taking the course, not teaching it.
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	And specially to the poorer areas, once you return all the trillions (yes, trillions, and a trillion is one thousand billion, and a billion is one thousand million) of confiscated dollars, people would have immense amounts of money to provide for their own children, and be able to generously give to those in need. 
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Now the thoughtful reader might ask, having read the above question and answer, 

"What is the big deal?  Whether the money is paid in taxes or donated, isn't it really just a matter of semantics?  I mean, call "taxes" a voted-on, socially agreed to charity program and the whole problem goes away."
And THAT, Dear Reader, is the really real question here.  I will answer with 2 amazingly short stories:

Story # 1: Recently, deaths from teenage drivers in California are down 18% over last year.  Why?  There is a new law saying that teens under a certain age are not allowed to drive with any peers in the car.

Story # 2: Sit a perfectly healthy person in a wheelchair long enough, and that person will lose the ability to walk.

"You're making me nervous here....are you saying it is wrong that teens are being saved??!?!?"

No.  Of course not.  But this is the crux of the matter:

For each of us individually, and for society as a whole, non Natural-Law-based government is as detrimental as placing a perfectly healthy person in a wheelchair.
Step by step now:

1. The extent to which we rely on an outside agent or thing, any thing, is the extent to which we lose that ability within ourselves.  Use a calculator long enough, you cannot do math....Use written notes long enough, you can remember nothing....Use a wheelchair long enough and you cannot walk....Slam enough fast-paced images into children for long enough and their imagination dies......  That's just how human beings work.

2. After thousands of years of governmental experiments, we are (if anything) morally more bankrupt than ever before, and even stupider than the monkeys we are supposed to have evolved from.

Look, folks.....Let me be very personal.....

When my daughter turned 16, she got her driver's license.  But she never drove anywhere alone.  Whenever we had to go anywhere, her Mother and / or I would ride as the passenger as she drove.  She always drove herself to and from school, but we were also always in the car.  No, we didn't nag here, but we did point-out different things to be aware of.  As adults we know that we drive on "auto-pilot" 98% of the time (another statistic.)  The problem with teen drivers is that they have very little experience with which to gain those habits that let an adult "auto-pilot" driver survive more often.

Only when she turned 17 was she allowed to drive without us in the car.  But, so sorry, she could not drive with anyone else (her friends I mean) in the car....No one to talk to, no distractions, no showing off.

When she turned 18 she could pretty much drive when & where she wanted.

Again, just what is the point here?

No !@#$#$# GOVERNMENT TOLD US TO RAISE HER THIS WAY!!!!  Her Mother and I, fully aware of the risks, took it upon ourselves to do everything in our power, (including getting her a 1974 IRON crash-cage of a car instead of the plastic death-traps we currently drive in), to help her learn, grow and be alive!
The "problem" with Story #1 above, then, is simply that the government had to step-in with a new law in order to save these teenager's lives.  The parents were too stupid or un-involved to care about their own children!  The government has become the parents.  And oh, how sadly true this is, in sooooo many ways [insert yet another book here.]

And the real problem, the REALLY REAL problem is in Story #2.  We have had the externalized governments of the world for so long, that we are losing the capacity to be wise and moral ourselves.  The more we rely upon government to solve our problems, the more we lose the ability to do anything about those problems ourselves.
What we need is education which enables us to internalize life's lessons and become strong, NOT external agents making all of our decisions for us.  There is a universe of difference between education and indoctrination: the first generates strong, independent, free-willed, healthy people; the second creates oceans of mind-dead robots who need cradle-to-the-grave bottom-wiping by Big Brother.
Evil people, seeing this weakness in others, have sought to exploit that weakness, so that they can have fame & fortune, and be called "Senator."

That, Dear Friends, is the "moral" of the story here.  That's why I have taken so much of our time writing about government and laws and things, inside the context of this Church.  It DOES MATTER.

Because YOU matter.

And your children's children's children do too.  They deserve to be free, instead of sold into slavery to an evil taxation / socialist system by satanic bureaucrats who would, indeed, sell their own mother's soul to a thousand eternities in hell for just "4 more years.....4 more years.....4 more years....." 

And yes, I do read all your emails....And yes, I do know fully well that some of you think I have "too much anger"......Righteous indignation, yes...Too much, no.

Because once you catch a glimpse, even the tiniest glimpse, of your real birthright as YHWH's child, once you see even a hint of how life could and should be, the present social conditions on this planet will physically nauseate you.  

And you will spend the rest of your life trying to help as many people as you can, in every way that you can, to be able to life that life.
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How then should we live?
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	As children of YHWH, totally free.  Totally.
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	With a strong government / military & police force, to swiftly deal with anyone who would use their freedom to hurt another.
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	Then, guided with peace, love, and concern for our fellow man, have all those with an abundance (in any dimension) share with those who have a lack.


That's called the Kingdom of YHWH.  

And He's ready when we are.

Sorry it took so many words, but that's all I wanted to say.

[image: image83.png]



For Further Reading
Note from me to myself:

"Look, give these people a break.  I mean, you're not quite like the old Buddhist Zen teachers who would literally beat their students with a stick, but that's probably just because you're on the Web.  You really expect a lot from these people....try to shatter their world view, tell them that virtually everything their churches and government leaders tell them is wrong, think you've covered all aspects of human interaction in less than 30 pages, and then don't give them anything else to follow-up with?  Come on, Give Em a Break!"

As a prelude, I must reiterate that all the ideas here are an extension of what we learn about God and ourselves from His Name, YHWH.  On the one hand I don't want to repeatedly over repeat myself repeatedly, but it really does bear constant emphasis:

Everything about you can be learned through researching your name.  All of your life and history can be "revealed" to the diligent researcher who is equipped only with your name.  So too God's Name, YHWH.  And, in a consistent, logical way, that Name is the essential factor needed to truly understand human relationships.

So, if you haven't done so already, these 3 main documents about YHWH's Name are essential:

A Simple Overview

God is Not God's Name

I Will Be What I Will Be

As to the rest?  So OK.  Here's a "bibliography."  Not one of those puffed-up so-called scholarly bibliographies, where the author goes to the library and lists the name of every book he or she finds even remotely connected to their topic.  

No.  This is a real bibliography.  (If nothing else, I try at all times and in all ways to be "real" in our dialogues.)  These are the books which have been most influential for me on these topics, which I continually return to.  And last time I checked, they are all still in print.

1. The Bible.  I mean, really, folks.  Forget about the silly preachers and Sunday school and everyone else's interpretation of the day....Have you actually read it?  Parts of it have been around for 3,000 years!  And we keep it around because so much of it is "way cool."  It has a lot to say which is amazingly pertinent today.  And if you want my recommendation, if you are really new to the Bible skip ahead to First Corinthians.  It's right after Romans.  Yes, it's all worthwhile, but if you start with Corinthians you will skip the first 1,000 years of history and Jesus' life, the early Church records, and start right in with Paul's version of "How Then Should We Live."

2. "Evolution's End" by Joseph Chilton Pearce.  Next to the Bible (and a few of the other sacred classics from the religions of the world which I had best really not mention here because I'm trying not to rock the boat for at least one day) this has, I really think, been the single most important book in my life.  If even 5% of this book is true, then we do not live in the world we think we do.  Not an easy read, I will admit.  The jacket text says it all: "A galvanizing indictment of how we are sabotaging our children's development and our society's future that will transform the way we think about our families, schools and lives."

3. "Restoring the American Dream" by Robert J. Ringer.  Again, the jacket says it all: "The American Dream was not about government taking huge sums of money (under the label of "taxation") from citizens by force.  The American Dream was about individualism and the opportunity to achieve success without interference from others.  It is time for Big Brother to get out of our private lives and off our backs - to let go of the reins and allow us to control our own destinies."

4.  "Four Arguments for the Elimination of Television" by Jerry Mander.  Everything he says is right.

5. "The Age of Missing Information" by Bill McKibben.  "Witty, unsettling, and insightful, The Age of Missing Information is a virtuoso argument for the notion that less is more.  After reading it, you'll never look at your television - or the world - the same way again.

6. There is NO #6.

That's the list.  Sorry if its brevity disappoints, but the substance is more than you can imagine.

Those 5 books, coupled with a deeply religious understanding of YHWH's Name, contain the seeds for the Kingdom of Heaven, here and now.

Let me know what you think.
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