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The Stations of The Cross -  Introduction
For Christians, the central event of all history, and the central event of the eternal religious life, is the Passion of Jesus Christ: His death and His resurrection. His words are important; His teachings are valuable; His miracles can instruct us; and His parables inspire, but, without His death and resurrection, we probably would never have known His teachings, His miracles or His parables. 

That is the good news. The bad news is that this holy and sacred event has become cheapened over the years. We sell crosses; we wear them around our necks and decorate our cars with them. Sometimes they have Jesus on the Cross; sometimes they don't. We make beautiful jewelry with them, and even people who are overtly atheistic wear very ornate and often expensive crosses; simply because it happens to be fashionable. 

While this is, in and of itself sad, there is a much more insidious difficulty. That comes from within the Church itself. What I'm referring to is a condition known as myopia. Near sightedness. We can only see what's immediately in front of our eyes. 

The cross of Jesus has been reduced to Jesus paying the price for our sins. Jesus died for me; Jesus died, so that I can go to Heaven. Certainly there is truth in this. 

The problem is that there is much more to the truth. There is much more to be understood through Christ's Passion than simply "He died so you can go to Heaven." 

Many Easters and Good Fridays, as I work in the Church, I hear a Pastor, (and this has happened across denominations and across county lines and across decades,) say something to the effect of "Good Friday and Easter are always the hardest sermons to preach because, what can you say that hasn't already been said? We've heard it before, we've said it all before, and there's really not very much left to talk about." 

That is most tragically pathetic. It indicates a comfort and a familiarity, even a complacency with Christianity and with this highest, holiest, most sacred event. It is much like two people, who have been married for decades and know each other so well that they take each other entirely for granted. 

The purpose of this writing is to attempt to restore part of the lost balance. The purpose of this writing is to take many looks at the death and resurrection of Jesus to see all we can learn from this amazing event. 
I am so committed to the notion that there is much to learn about the Cross other than "Jesus died to pay for your sins," that you will not even find that issue discussed here. Anyone who is interested in that subject, what it truly means to say "Jesus died for you," must look elsewhere. I have treated the subject exhaustively in my writing, "In the Garden." It is in many ways my Christian Summa Theologica, where I discuss the fall and redemption of mankind, specifically as they relate to the manner in which Jesus atoned for humanity's sin. 

Those of you who are interested should seek that writing, because it contains many surprises, the likes of which are, at times, shocking. However, for purposes of this document you will find none of that discussion here. 

No. I am here concerned about curing our myopia, not in giving an extended treatise on atonement. 

For the Christian, and for God's plan, the Cross of Christ is actually the focus of all truth. There is nothing you can learn or need to learn about God or your relationship with Him that cannot be learned through this revelation. 
We will examine 23 different Stations of the Cross. By Stations of the Cross, I mean that Jesus is symbolically hanging upon the Cross on Mt. Golgotha, and we are standing at the foot of that Cross staring up at Him. What we are going to do is open both of our eyes so that we can see clearly in all 4 dimensions (adding the element of time), and take a walk around all 360 degrees of Golgotha to look clearly at the totality of the Passion event. 

(The term "Stations of the Cross" classically refers to 15 different events during the last 24 hours of Jesus' life on the earth. They have been championed, most especially, by the Catholic church, and inside of Catholic churches, you can find windows, parchments and paintings which depict each of the 15 Stations of the Cross. We will be looking at those classical "Stations of the Cross" as just one of ours.) 

We will see many different aspects of life and truth, which we can learn and are illustrated for us very clearly through this Cross. 

Myopia is a deadening agent. If you stare constantly and unblinkingly at any single scene, your eye will eventually become numb. The rods and cones inside of your eyeball resonate with certain frequencies and send electrical impulses to your brain, which we then translate into the perception of light and color. If you stare at a green wall and do not move your eyes around, eventually your eyeball receptors become so attuned to that green frequency that they become actually tired and stop sending the frequency to the brain. As a result, the entire scene can begin to turn gray. If you do this conscientiously enough and determinedly enough, you will eventually have the entire field of vision go blank! Your eye can actually shut down entirely and stop sending any information whatsoever to the brain. 

That is the danger of myopia. If we only see one thing, then we eventually come to the point where we see absolutely nothing at all. 
It is likewise true, if the only thing we ever eat or the only thing we ever taste is pure sugar, eventually we adapt to the point where we can taste nothing at all. This is the danger. By reducing the Passion to the level of only one aspect, albeit an important, God-ordained revelation, we nevertheless have ruined our opportunities for any kind of true understanding. W can toss off statements such as "Jesus died for me" without thinking at all, without feeling, without reacting. 

So, to return to the previous illustration, as you stare at that green wall your eye becomes numb to green. If you look away at a completely white wall, your eyes will see that white wall as red, the opposite of the green. The redness will seem very much more red, because you have become dulled to green. And, if you can stare at a red wall for a while, when you look back at the first green wall, that green wall will seem much more intensely, vividly green than it seemed previously. 

That is the purpose of this writing: to give us a 360 degree panoramic view of Christ upon the Cross, and in so doing, freshen the eyes of our soul, cleansing our perceptions, and giving us the multiplex of information which creates true perception. 
What do I mean by that? 

You have been given (hopefully) two eyes. Those two eyes give you contradictory information. Your left eye sees things one way; your right eye sees things another way. They do not agree. They do not match up. A painting drawn by what your left eye sees would not match 100% the painting that your right eye sees. 

This is not a problem. This is actually a great blessing. Because it is through the summing of the different images, through the resolution of the contradictions and the synthesizing of the discrepancies, that you are able to create 3-D vision. 

People who have only one eye, either from birth or from accident, know the great difficulties they have in adjusting to a world where depth perception is forbidden to them. 

That is the key here, the notion of depth. With only one eye, we can see height and width, but we do not have a valid, true measure of depth. Yes, when we see that Jesus died for us, we are seeing truth. But if that is all we see, then we have no depth. Our understanding is shallow. Our consciousness is severely limited. 
A few more prefatory remarks, and then we will begin. 

First, you will find that I do not stuff this writing full of Biblical references (chapter and verse indications). I do this intentionally. It is not because I do not have access to the Bible or do not know it, but it is rather an attempt to get you involved and personally interested. 

I presuppose that you know the Bible. I presuppose that you have read all 4 gospels, and are very familiar with all of the writings of the New Testament. If you are not, then you are simply cheating yourself out of one of the richest, greatest experiences that a seeker for truth can have. Put this down immediately, find a Bible, and READ IT! 

Therefore, since I assume that you are personally involved with your own religious life, and you are familiar with the writings of the Bible, it is not necessary to populate this document with endless references to different specific books, chapters and verses. In essence, I feel that you could or should do that work yourself. 

Second, I do not, in any sense, want this work to be merely a scholarly or intellectual exercise. Religion is about life. It is about truth. It is about you and reality. I do not want any of my readers to approach this simply from a dispassionate, intellectual standpoint. This world obviously needs transformation: socialism is rampant, disease is rampant, crime is rampant. We do not need mere intellectual study. We must be able to transform lives. 

That is why, ultimately, I am writing this. Because, I feel that the Church has done people a disservice by only presenting one small aspect of the truth. People need to see the full picture in order to have depth, in order for Christianity to be genuinely able to touch and transform their lives. 

Third, you will find the majority of this document is somewhat of a surface level treatment. I touch upon many, many topics here, any one of which could be, and in some circles have been, turned into a complete book all of their own. 

Any one topic can be exhaustively examined, and there is a lot of benefit in that. But, I am not going to treat each of these in that manner. I will paint each of these separate Stations of the Cross in fairly broad brush strokes. If I say anything that intrigues you, then I encourage you to pursue it and explore deeper understandings and greater detail through your own life, your own personal investigations, and other documents which contain far greater detail than I could ever hope to deliver. 

I do this because I think that there is great power in understanding larger and larger amounts of information. That's the whole reason I'm attempting to attack the myopia. It has been said that an expert is someone who knows more and more about less and less, until ultimately he knows absolutely everything about nothing at all. I think that there is a certain amount of wisdom in that. 

Fourthly, I want you to see more and more things, albeit in lesser detail. Having concentrated for too long on too little, we understand almost nothing at all. The challenge of religion is the broadening of the mind, the expanding of the horizons. There are no questions that God is afraid of. There are no truths that He has that He does not want to share with us, as we are ready. 

So with boldness and bravery, and hopefully a touch of excitement, let us begin.

STATION 1: THE HISTORICAL QUESTION
Religion is about truth. Religion is about understanding. Christianity poses itself as a true historical religion. Other religions in the world, such as Taoism, are not nearly so concerned about events of history. They are much more concerned about spiritual truths, which work for all people here and now. They do not look to a salvation event. They do not look to the past for a particular moment of enlightenment or God's intervention with the human race. 

But Christianity does. This is one of the great dividing lines between Eastern and Western religions. The religions of the West, particularly Judaism, Christianity, Zoroastrianism and Islam, point to specific moments within time and space where God got personally involved with the human race and did something on their behalf. 

So, wherein many people may be more comfortable examining the spiritual or religious understandings we are able to derive from Christianity, we must nevertheless examine the historical question. 

The simple question is, "How reliable and historical are the events portrayed in the New Testament, specifically as they pertain to Jesus' death and resurrection?" 

Many books have been published on this subject, and they come from different perspectives, both pro and con. I'll give you the summary, the way I see it. 

There are 5, and only 5, mathematical possibilities. This is something that I do whenever I am faced with rather perplexing questions. If I can reduce the multiplex of complexity down to simple mathematical options, it helps to clarify the world for me. 

	

	Possibility #1: Jesus never existed. 

	

	Possibility #2: He existed, but He wasn't crucified. 

	

	Possibility #3: He was crucified, but He did not die on the Cross. 

	

	Possibility #4: He died on the Cross, but He was not resurrected. 

	

	Possibility #5: He did die, and He was resurrected. 


I will briefly examine each of these. 

Option #1, Jesus never existed, is not accepted by any reputable historian, which whom I am familiar. During the 50's and 60's, during the death of God movement, it was fashionable to say that there was not historical evidence for a guy named Jesus to have ever lived. But, that was based upon very spurious and shallow scholarship. There are references to Jesus and the Christians outside of the New Testament, especially through the Jewish historian, Josephus. And especially when you consider the notion that large fires must have some spark, then you come to understand that there is truly no valid basis for concluding that Jesus never lived. 

So it is relatively easy for me to discount Option #1. Option #2 is that He existed and lived, but was not crucified, that the entire Passion narrative is fictitious. All of the Gospel records read to me like eyewitness accounts. 

When you have a accident or a crime scene and the police interview the survivors, one thing that they look for is to find out whether or not the stories match perfectly. If they do, the police become very suspicious. This begins to look like collusion and conspiracy, and perhaps these witnesses are a part of the plot and are guilty of the crime itself. 

Police do this because they know that no two human beings can ever observe the same event in the same way. They will always see things from their own perspectives--some will add a few details, some will leave a few out. If the police dig deeply enough, they will ultimately find contradictions, wherein something cannot simultaneously be true and not true. But the police do not let that get in the way of their investigation. They see this as being much like these two different eyes that we talked about in the introduction. They have an opportunity to resolve the mysteries. 

When you look at the Gospels, what ever kind of fundamentalism you want to be a part of, whatever kind of Bibliolatry, however much you want to worship the Bible as this allegedly perfect and infallible document, you will find that the 4 portrayals of the events around Jesus' death and resurrection are different. They are contradictory in some places, and these contradictions cannot be resolved perfectly well. Why do I bring this up? 

Because at it pertains to Option #2, that Jesus existed but His crucifixion was just an invention, it seems to me much more psychologically valid to state, that if the entire theme was going to be made up and fabricated, that the conspirators could have done a much better job of getting their stories straight. The fact that there are such differences reads and acts like eyewitness' accounts. One person says that Jesus says some things, while another person has Him saying others upon the Cross. The Gospels read much more like eyewitness accounts than complete fabrications. 

The Jews were in occupied territory. The Romans owned them, and the Romans crucified tens upon thousands of Jews. So it's not as though the crucifixion of Jesus would have been a unique event in history. No, at the slightest bit of sedition, at the slightest appearance of rebel rousing, the Romans rather than worry about any repercussions, would simply execute the criminal. 

Therefore for me, if Jesus existed, one of the few things we can know absolutely about His historicity, in terms of concurrence of documents and surrounding evidence from society itself, is that He was crucified. 

Option #3, He was crucified, but He did not die. Of all of the statements, this one is the most ludicrous. If we are willing to grant that Jesus existed, and if we are willing to grant that He died upon a cross (crucified), to try and say that He did not actually die on that cross, but merely appeared to, is patently ludicrous. The Romans were professional executioners. They were professional murderers. They knew how to kill people through crucifixion. They knew the difference between someone who was totally dead, and someone who had merely fainted to appear to be dead. 

There were biological tests that they could perform. The piercing of Jesus side, for example, is a biological test, and the presence of that water at that point mixed with the blood indicates that His heart had broken, physically, not emotionally speaking, and that He was indeed biologically dead. 

Anyone who is going to grant that the Romans crucified Him, but failed in their mission to actually kill Him, are, in final analysis, looking at a larger miracle than believing that He was crucified, died and was resurrected. So for me, Option 33 is simply silly. It is really not worth talking about. 

Option #4, Jesus died on the Cross, but was not resurrected. I think, ultimately, this is where the entire debate really centers. As I've said, discounting that Jesus ever lived or discounting that He was crucified or discounting that He died, seems to be quite silly. But, what about being resurrected from the dead? 

There are three things which convincing me that Jesus was resurrected. 

First, at the risk of offending certain religious sensibilities, being resurrected from the dead is really not such a big deal. There have been tens and hundreds of thousands of people on this planet over the years who have died and have come back to tell about it. The old story that "well, we would know what the other world is like, but no one's ever come back to tell us about it" is simply not true. From ancient times, the Buddhists, the Tibetans, the Chinese, the Hindus, and today's professionals in modern hospitals, using modern techniques of resuscitation state that countless people have died and have come back to life. Therefore, for me talking about a resurrection of Jesus is really not such a big deal. The question is not whether or not He was resurrected, but what importance does that resurrection have for us? That is the far more significant issue. 

Secondly, as I mentioned before, the accounts in the Gospel of Jesus' resurrection simply do not match up. These accounts do not read like a collusion of conspirators, but rather like eyewitness accounts. Was there 1 angel or 2 angels at the tomb on Easter morning? Were they inside or outside of the tomb? Did Mary go alone, or was she with other women? Who got to the tomb first? 

It is not possible, scientifically and rationally, to put together all of the accounts in the Gospels into creating one flowing document that accurately relates all of the events on Easter morning. All attempts to do so have cheated the documents and made them say something which they don't really say. So, we have the indications of resurrection ultimately not being such a big deal, and we have what appear to be eyewitness accounts. 

Third and finally there is something which for me at least bears much more weight then all of the other arguments put together. That is the lives of the apostles after the alleged death and resurrection of Jesus. We have access to large numbers of documents which relay the life of the apostles after Jesus' death and resurrection. And we are able to fairly accurately follow Peter and John and the other disciples to their various places of death throughout history. 

Remember that all of the apostles faced and died very unpleasant deaths. They all became martyrs, because they all claimed to have been eyewitnesses to this man's death and resurrection. They died as martyrs because they continued to proclaim the name, the story, and the message of a man who was executed for crimes against the state of Rome. 

Some of them died much more gruesome deaths than Jesus himself. I think this is highly significant. If I know that Jesus didn't really die, or if I know that He didn't really rise from the dead and am thus fabricating stories, then I will be very leery when you approach me and threaten me with pain of death if I do not renounce my teachings. 

What is more, I could hold on to those teachings and beliefs if I'm in the company of my co-conspirators. We know that human nature is able to bond us together, and we are stronger in numbers than we are separately. But, history shows us that all of the apostles went their separate ways and died completely apart from each other. 

If I am alone and have no fear that you will ever discover what I said, if I know that I am lying or not sure of the information I'm relaying, what is going to inspire me to die an incredibly gruesome and painful death? This appears to me to be against all aspects of human nature. This doesn't seem to fit what I know about people. 

People can die for many things and they're willing to die for what they believe in, but would they be willing to die for what they absolutely know to be a lie. I have never found that to be true. Therefore, the witness of the apostles in their separate tortures, in their separate martyrdoms, is the clearest indication to me that they had a personal living relationship with Christ after He died. 

Please notice that the Bible is not 100% clear as to the nature of this resurrection. This body, which He had, is not a body the way you and I think of bodies. It could magically appear within closed doors. It could eat; it could drink; but it could also change it's appearance so that it could not be recognized. It could also float up into the Heavens. 

Now, if you want to believe any of those things, the only thing you can be left with is that Jesus' resurrected body, while real, was much more of a spirit, which was capable of taking upon itself a thickening and the appearance of flesh. 

Regardless of the exact nature of that body, it is quite clear that the apostles, at least thought that they had walked with Him and talked with Him after they watched Him die. In conclusion, therefore, I must state that the empirical evidence is that Jesus of Nazareth, He who became known as the Christ, did live, was crucified as a criminal against the state of Rome, did die upon that cross of crucifixion, and was resurrected from the dead. 

If that is not the truth, then I will continue to look for other evidence to convince me. 

However, there is a much greater point here. And, that is why I begin with this. Yes, I believe that there is evidence to support the historical nature of Christ's death and resurrection. I am perfectly willing to accept it. But, the rest of this pamphlet is not based upon the need to establish historicity. That is why this treatment has been so very short and written in minimalist sketch form. I have not, for example, quoted large numbers of Christian writers or referenced large numbers of historical manuscripts. 

The death and resurrection of Jesus is at least as historically sound as the conquest of Alexander the Great, or as the notion that Homer, the author of the Iliad, ever lived, but the fundamental point is in the form of a question. So, what? 

Let's imagine that somebody is able to produce a video tape of, unknown to all of us, a miracle Jesus performed just before He died. He created a video camera. The video camera had a battery pack that was fully charged, and it was loaded with NTSC compatible HI-FI VHS video tape. And, let's say that somebody, digging around in Palestine a year or two, uncovers this video tape. It is carbon dated and absolutely authenticated. This video tape shows, actually and factually, the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus from the dead. 

It shows the angel coming down, blowing the rock away, and shows Him rising from the dead. The question then becomes, so what? We have established at that point the absolute, undeniable, infallible historicity of Jesus' resurrection. Who cares? What does it matter? Why is that of any significance? If the Biblical record is correct, Tabatha was resurrected from the dead. That has not turned into its own religion. Lazarus was resurrected from the dead, and that has not turned into a religion. And, if you want to believe the Bible, after Jesus' resurrection, many people were found resurrected, walking through the streets. Yet, no one worships those people. No one finds their resurrection to be of any significance. 

This is a question of history versus existentialism. History becomes obsessed with the past; existentialism wants to know how that past is applicable to the here and now. I am perfectly willing to accept the historical basis of Jesus' death and resurrection, and I have attempted to give you, as best I can, those reasons why I accept it. But, if that death and resurrection simply remains history, it does you no good. 

The Bible is quite clear that simply believing Jesus died and rose from the dead doesn't do you any good. No, we must take the past and the lessons it. We must apply them to our lives. This is the purpose of religion. This is the purpose of Christianity and this is the purpose of my writing.

STATION 2: THE CLASSICAL STATIONS OF THE CROSS
As I mentioned in the introduction, the Catholic church has preserved the classical stations of the cross--15 events which happened within the last 24 hours Jesus was on the earth. Those 15 stations are as follows. 

	

	# 1. He is condemned to death. 

	

	# 2. He carries His cross. 

	

	# 3. He falls. 

	

	# 4. Jesus meets His afflicted mother. 

	

	# 5. Simon helps carry Jesus' cross. 

	

	# 6. Veronica wipes His face. 

	

	# 7. Jesus falls again. 

	

	# 8. He meets the women of Jerusalem. 

	

	# 9. He falls a third time. 

	

	#10. He is stripped. 

	

	#11. He is nailed to the cross. 

	

	#12. He dies. 

	

	#13. His body is taken down. 

	

	#14. He is buried. 

	

	#15. He is resurrected. 


There are songs that are structured around these 15 events. Much art and poetry has been dedicated to them. What I want to present is the idea that these 15 events live and breath very well for us as sign posts within the language of symbolism. If you are not familiar with the language of symbolism, it is a very Biblical term much like Jesus' parables, wherein we see heavenly or spiritual interpretations coming from earthly physical events. 

The language of symbolism, as it is applied to these classical Stations of the Cross, portrays a beautiful and deeply moving account of each of our lives, as we struggle to gain acceptance and find purpose and meaning. These need not have to do with any grand glorious eternal scheme, but can actually apply to day to day difficulties and problems that we might have, for example: losing a job, failing to accomplish a goal, losing face in front of co-workers, being demoted, going through a divorce, whatever. 

What I will attempt to do is, in very broad brush strokes, paint for you these events and what they could say to us through the language of symbolism. 

Part 1 
Jesus is condemned to death. This is the moment when we realize our failure. When we have lost the job, when we know that our marriage is over, when the football game is over and we have lost. We are condemned to death. That part of us must die, and we must move on to something new. We must carry our own cross. 

Part 2
If we are mature, then we will not let anyone else intentionally carry our cross. We must be responsible for our own lives, for our own failure, and we must be personally responsible for the implement upon which we will die.  Remember the 5 essential words: "I Am Not A Victim." 

Part 3
But, as this happens we fall, because of the great burden of bearing our cross. Because of the sorrow that we bear, because of the weakness which we have, we are not always successful. Even in our attempts to deal with our personal failure, we will fall and collapse under the weight of this burden. 

Part 4
Jesus meets His afflicted mother. The mother, you see, is the source and origin of our lives. This situation that we are in has parentage, a reason, or a cause. At this point in our lives when we are completely exhausted and completely in failure, we meet our mother. We contemplate the reasons why we are where we are. This can be a profound time, but it can also be a very sad time. Because our mother is afflicted, she is sad. We have sought to cause good things to come to pass, and our wedding day, which is the mother of our divorce, is, in fact, Jesus' mother in affliction. Almost as in a dream, we see that every personal failure has a cross to be carried, and every personal failure has a mother, or a cause which has become afflicted and sad. 

Jesus meets His mother and basically gives her away. He says, "Mother behold thy son, son behold thy mother." Speaking not of Himself but of John, He gives away His mother in a legal ceremony to His disciple. Symbolically, we try to divorce ourselves from our mother and help her to recognize that the failing is ours, and not her own, that she will be taken care of later. We are now accepting full responsibility for our own suffering and our own failure, our own pain, and we are not going to attempt to drag others down with us. 

Part 5
Simon helps carry Jesus' cross. In this darkness, in this despair, there is help. God never leaves us alone. When we are smitten, stricken, and afflicted, when we have no more energy to go on, there is always enough help to guide and protect us. Simon steps in to help Jesus. If we look, we will always find friends who will help us through our difficulties. God will always provide a way out, no matter how dark the way may seem. 

Part 6
Veronica wipes His face. This is a tender moment wherein we see some love and softness. Much like Simon offering to help carry Jesus' cross, Veronica is there to help in a small way to comfort Him, apply balm to His wounds, and soothe His burdens. Once again, God will not abandon us, and He tries always to provide comfort, even in times of darkness, in times of sickness, and in times of death and suffering. Whether we acknowledge it or not, God wants us to be comforted. 

In the absolute abject horror of the Nazi torture concentration camps, the Jews who survived would relay this certain mystical feeling of peace that would come about them. With bodies completely emaciated, all friends and family lost, nothing facing them but torture and agony, they somehow would feel this peace of God which would pass all understanding. That is Veronica wiping our face. Even in the darkest, greatest agony, we try and present some form of health. The human mind is capable of shutting down and blocking out pain. 

The human mind contains the ability to create a drug which is a thousand times more powerful than Morphine itself--endorphins. That is Veronica. We lie, unable to even carry our own cross, condemned to death, crushed, beaten and bleeding, face down in the sand, yet there is a moment of comfort. 

Part 7
Jesus falls again. He tries to walk, but the burden is so great. This is significant because there are 3 times that Jesus falls, in part 3, 7 and 9. You see dying is never easy. Acceptance of failure and the transmutation of the soul, the alchemical transformation wherein failure becomes victory, is never easy. We hurt ourselves by skipping Good Friday and moving to the beautiful, sweet, flowering children singing so nicely on Easter morning. Resurrection always comes with a price, and that price is never easy. That is why Jesus falls again. 

Part 8
Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem, and He sees them crying. He tells them simply, ladies of Jerusalem, weep not for me, weep for yourselves and your children. In the language of symbolism, this is very powerful. None of us are alone, and Jesus has gotten some help from Simon and from Veronica. Yet His pain and suffering is touching the lives of those around Him. This is something we must recognize. We do not live in a vacuum; we are not alone. Our actions touch those around us. Our personal failure in the company or on the team will affect other people. 

But what Jesus tries to do is redeem others. Even in His pain and suffering, He tries to redeem them and help transform their experience, telling them not to weep for Him. "Do not focus you energies upon me," He says. My failure and my pain and my suffering are mine to bear. You must weep for yourselves and for your children. Focus upon your own lives. Take care of yourselves. If you want to cleanse my face or help balm my wounds, that is one thing. If you want to help carry my cross and be a part of my life, that is another. But, if you merely want to sit on the sidelines and weep, then do not concern yourselves with me. Concern yourselves with your own lives, because they, too, are full of great burdens, great loss and great despair. 

Part 9
Jesus falls for the third and final time. I think it is religiously, symbolically significant that this happens 3 times. It is said, for example, that a drowning man will bob up above the surface of the water exactly 3 times. The final time is number 3, and after that there is no more. At this point, Jesus is completely exhausted and is at Golgotha. 

Part 10
He is stripped. We will all be stripped naked. All of the crucifixes that show Jesus still on the cross lie in one very important respect. They all give Jesus a loin cloth which Jesus never had. Jesus, as He hung on that cross, was absolutely completely stark bare-ass naked. That's the only way that the Romans crucified people. But, we are so hung up on our stupid childishness, that we cannot even portray the highest holiest icon of Western civilization, Christ upon the cross. We cannot portray that as it was. We must constantly lie to ourselves and give Him these stupid little loin cloths to protect our modesty. We cannot look upon the face of truth. 

Be that as it may, the 10th classical station of the cross is Jesus being stripped completely naked. In our jobs, we will be stripped of our fame and fortune; we will be stripped of our hopes and dreams. We will be stripped of all of our achievements and stand completely naked. We will be shamed and humbled. 

Part 11
Jesus is nailed to the cross. At this point, Jesus' body becomes one with the cross. It becomes merged with the cross and glued to it. This is a highly symbolic, highly significant event. Wherein each of us finds ourselves completely one with our darkness, our pain, our failure, nowhere to run, nowhere to hide, we own this cross. We carry it upon our shoulders and now we are merged with it. And, as long as we attempt to keep our failure outside of ourselves or apart from ourselves, ultimately we cannot rise above it. But, once we are able to accept and acknowledge all personal responsibility and become completely merged and one with that cross, only then can we begin the final stages. 

Part 12
Jesus dies. We leave our marriage; we leave our job; we leave the field of play. We give up all hope, and death is the only reality. Nothing more need be said. 

Part 13
His body is taken down. They remove our names from the door. The former wife changes her name. The scoreboard posts our name in the loss column. Our dead lifeless body is taken down from the cross. 

Part 14
It is buried, forgotten, stuck in the ground. End of the story. We close one chapter of our lives, until finally...... 

Part 15
We open up a new chapter of our lives through resurrection. We find new relationships. We find new opportunities. We find new employment. There's always next season. There is resurrection. There is always new life. It never stops. 

These classical stations, I think, are a gorgeous magnificent outline of how we can best deal with failure and sorrow--how we can deal with our own death and resurrection in the tiniest part of our lives. This brief sketch I hope has been helpful to you. 

STATION 3: THE CALL TO OBEDIENCE
I want to present two terms to you right now. They are precise scientific mathematical terms. The first term is "necessary;" the second term is "sufficient." Of the two "sufficient" is the most powerful term. If something is "sufficient," it is all that is necessary in order for something else to be true. Things that are sufficient contain all of the things which are necessary. But, simply having one necessary element does not necessarily generate the entire condition. Let me give you an example. 

A circle is drawn with a continuous line. But, having a continuous line is not the definition of a circle. We say that it is necessary for the line to be continuous, and yet that is not sufficient. By a continuous line, I mean there are simply no gaps in it. So, while being a continuous line is necessary for drawing a circle, it is not sufficient, because you can draw that continuous line in many, many shapes, none of which would be a circle. 

What is sufficient for a circle is the collection of all points equidistant from a center. That condition is sufficient and contains as a subset, other properties: the relationship of radius to diameter, the continuity of the line, the area of the circle. All of these are properties which follow from the sufficiency of all points, connecting equidistant from a center. Why do I bring this up? 

We are going to begin our examination of the cross on a very human earthly level. This station, and the one after it, the call to love, really work as a pair. The call to obedience is necessary. The call to love is sufficient. By that, I mean that if you have love, you have all truth. 

But, until we get there, we have to start somewhere, and that somewhere is obedience. Obedience is necessary for a proper relationship with other human beings. Obedience is necessary for a proper relationship with God, but it is not sufficient. We will discuss more about this in the next section. 

For right now, I want to focus on the power of obedience, and what the cross of Christ tells us about it. We will begin on a very simple, common, human plane. You see, Jesus was a man. He spent His youth learning and growing. He spent His early adulthood teaching and ministering. He worked most closely with His 12 disciples. He ministered to the masses, and, according to the record, sometimes He healed people. Sometimes He simply taught them; sometimes He resurrected them from the dead. But, He spent most of His time trying to work with His twelve closest disciples to help them understand the tiniest bit of what He was truly here to accomplish. 

As He did that, His life led Him to the confrontation with the authorities, and He was facing a great very painful decision. That decision was facing Him in the Garden of Gethsemane, the last night of His life on planet Earth. What was that decision? 

The decision that Jesus faced was the same decision that every human being faces at each stage of our lives. He was confronted with a very difficult future. He knew that the authorities were coming to capture Him, put Him on trial and crucify Him for crimes against Rome and against the religious authorities of the day. 

Now, at that point, He had 3 options, and every human being only has 3 options. I call them the three "F's": to fight, file or flee. This comes from the income tax situation here in America. When the IRS sends you a notice that you are going to be taxed this much money, that they wish to steal this much money from your family and from your children's future, you have 3 choices: fight, file or flee. 

You can stand up and fight. You can go to court and claim, righteously, that this tax is unconstitutional. You can claim, righteously, that their demand for this money is immoral. You can claim, righteously, that according to the constitution, you cannot be required to sign this income tax return. You can go up against Goliath, and you can fight him. 

You can also file. Filing is, in many ways, giving in. It doesn't necessarily mean giving up, but it means giving in, cooperating, giving the criminal what he is looking for. 

The third option is to flee, to simply run away. If you are walking down the street and a mugger approaches you and demands your wallet, you only have 3 choices: fight, file or flee. You can stand your ground. You can attempt to harm, beat up, or perhaps shoot the mugger. You can simply hand over your wallet and let him have his way with you. Or, you can try to turn and run away as fast as you can. There's no other choice given to a human being. 

For Jesus, He faced this fight, file or flee trinity with an intensity beyond what most of us have ever experienced. The record is that when He was in the Garden of Gethsemane, he was actually sweating blood. From research I have done, I understand that. Although this extremely rare, it is, nevertheless, physiologically possible. One can become so distraught that your adrenaline flows so quickly, and you are so hyper extended in terms of your physical makeup, that the capillaries at the surface of your skin begin to burst. You actually, literally sweat blood. 

I do not know about you, but I've had several occasions in my life where I felt quite distraught and very upset. But, never did I come anywhere close to feeling like I was about to sweat blood. That was exactly what Jesus was experiencing. All three options in His case were horrible. To fight would mean that He was to bring out swords and rocks, gather His disciples around Him, and wage a militaristic holy war against the occupying forces. But, this man had spent His life trying to heal, trying to give, trying to minister. For Him to turn on His fellow human beings in such a violent and ugly way offended every sensibility He had. 

Simultaneously however, to file, He knew would grant Him immense suffering and pain. He knew that the police would come and arrest Him. He knew that He would be flogged and ultimately experience a most unpleasant death upon the crucifix, which was a Roman torture test device. The purpose of crucifying people was not to kill them. Its purpose was to, Number 1, make a public spectacle out of them, and Number 2, make them suffer in as gory and agonizing way as the Romans could possibly devise. There are more directly painful things you can do to a person than nail their hands and feet to a cross. This is not pleasant, but there are, in fact, much more painful acts you can perform on a human body. 

So, the Romans were not necessarily interested in sensationalistic torture, because they knew that after a while, too much torture causes the human organism to shut down and no longer feel any pain. The Romans didn't want that. It lessened the effect, shall we say. It made them rather upset. But, through crucifixion, they had the best of both worlds. They could administer an intensely painful, horrible experience, and by properly devising the exact location where the body was placed on the cross, they could extend the suffering and the pain for a very, very long time. 

Depending upon the physique and strength of the person being crucified, some people survived as long as two full days. That, for the Romans, was a lot of "bang for their buck." Jesus, being a Jew, probably knew personally scores of people who had been crucified. It was a regular, constant occurrence. The Romans crucified tens of thousands of people, even a hundred at a time. They would run the gallows seven days a week. So, Jesus certainly knew if He filed, what was facing Him, and this was definitely not something to be hoped for. 

The only other option available to Him would be to flee. He could run away, and certainly that temptation must have been great. He says very clearly, in the Garden of Gethsemane, "If it is possible Lord, take this cup away from me." I don't want this. Certainly the thought of getting out of there crossed His mind more than once. 

Why did He not flee? This station of the cross tells us the power and strength and salvation in obedience. Jesus heard, either literally or figuratively, the voice of God. He heard God tell Him, this is what I want you to do. He knew in His heart that He had a mission, and that mission led Him to the cross. This was not necessarily a pleasant task, and it was not necessarily something He wanted to do, obviously. 

However, one thing that Jesus' passion teaches us is the power of obedience. Jesus listened to His Father and obeyed His voice. He said clearly, "Not my will but your will be done Father." I will obey you, I will do as you say. 

This became salvation. Because through this, God is communicating to all of us, the power and glory of simple human obedience. Obedience, as I said at the introduction, is necessary. Without obedience, there can be not social order whatsoever. I may not like you, but I must obey and not murder you. Love, which we will discuss at the next station, comes later. Ideally, I would love you and cast away my hatred for you. But, if I cannot do that, then what I'm going to need to do, if we're going to have a social order of any kind, is to begin by obedience by obeying the laws of society and the law of God. Do not violate that law. That is a necessary first step. 

When a child is young, that child will face many dangerous situations that he simply cannot understand. In his earliest stages, you cannot expect obedience, because the child is so unthinking. A young child cannot comprehend obedience. You must simply prevent the child from entering into any harm. You must lock the cabinets. You must keep the child away from the stove and away from any harmful poisons around the house. 

The maintenance and support and health of that child is 100% your own. The goal of education, the goal of parenting, is to help that child to become responsible and self-reliant, so that he can take care of his own life. He must be able to be accountable for his own health and safety. In education and in parenting, the health and strength of the teacher or parent are transferred to the child as he progresses toward adulthood. 

That is a beautiful illustration of what happens in our Christian lives. We start off completely weak and unthinking and unknowing. God is entirely responsible for our care. But, He doesn't want us to remain little children. He wants us to be able to grow up to become adults, so that we can grow to the full stature of a man, or as the Bible says, "To become complete in Christ." He wants us to be actually and truly the image of God, completely grown to the fullness of all we can be. 

So God is, just as a loving parent, attempting to transfer to us His health, His strength, and His wisdom, so that we can stand on our own. 

As we return to the illustration of the infant child, as he begins to grow, he gains certain abilities himself. He is begins to walk and talk. Sooner or later, the child, hopefully, begins to be able to think. At that point, the child's health and safety becomes more and more his own responsibility. Now, what do we do about all of these tens of thousands of things that can harm the child? 

The first stage of growth has to be obedience. Before the child can understand the nature of chemicals and how ammonia does not interact well with a stomach, the child could experience a lot of pain by drinking ammonia. So, in stage one, the parents keep the ammonia away from the child, so he cannot be harmed. But, that is certainly no way to live as an adult. He needs to be able to understand how ammonia can hurt him. Before he can get to that point, he must learn to obey the parents simply because the parents say, "Don't touch ammonia. Why? Because I said so." 

Why is all this significant to the cross? Why am I discussing this in the context of the death and resurrection of Jesus? I said in the introduction, that we look at the cross of Christ in the same way all the time. And, as we do that, we really cheat ourselves. One of the magnificent things that the Bible is telling us is that obedience is very important. Obedience is necessary. 

One thing that we can learn from the cross of Christ is that even the Son of God had to be obedient to the Father. Just as the book of Hebrews says, "Christ learned obedience through the things which He suffered." There is a lot of power in that. 

Obedience is capable of transforming the social order. It is absolutely necessary if the human race is going to survive. We must stop hating one another, but that may not be possible right now because that's the call to love. No. We, for the time being, can go ahead and retain our hate, but we must start obeying the simple laws of not killing one another, not stealing from one another, not abusing each other's rights, etc. 

What we want on this planet is for every human being to be fulfilled, for ever human being to have the opportunity to be full of love, joy, and the peace of God. We want all human beings to reach out to others, to help them, to serve them, to make their lives better so that we can walk down the streets in peace and happiness, with joy and contentment in our hearts. 

But, in order for us to get there, many things have to happen. It is necessary to start with obedience, we must follow the social laws. If society consisted of people who obeyed the laws and basically left each other alone, even if they were full of hatred anger and unhappiness, we could walk down the streets in peace. We could and leave our children with a friend and not worry about their being abducted. 

So, in terms of our individual personal growth, as infants becoming adults, and society as a whole, we can see the value, the necessity of obedience. It is not sufficient to fulfill our lives, but it is necessary. 

In terms of our relationship with God, obedience is a necessary first step. The law has received a very bad press in the last few thousand years. The law of God is now seen by most Christians as being a horrible, ugly thing to flog us into accepting the need for Jesus' salvation, in whatever way that's conceived. 

The purpose of the law is to convince us of our sin, they say. The purpose of the law is to show us that, without Christ, we are lost. I think that this is one of the most unfortunate things to have ever happened to the Western religious mind. 

The law you see, is a blessing. The laws of God, the ten commandments, are not cruel task masters. Their purpose is not to whip and beat us. Their purpose is not to simply show us that we have to believe in Jesus, whatever that means, in order to go to Heaven. No, the Bible is very clear. The purpose of the law is to help human beings and to enable us to live long, happy, fulfilled lives. 

If you read the book of Deuteronomy, you will find that God says, "I have given you these laws that you might live." They're not too hard. They're here so that you might live and prosper. Through the course of time, the law became overbearing for people, demanding endless actions and following the tiniest minutia of detail, which relieved the individual of all personal responsibility. They became such a burden that, in essence, the baby was tossed out with the bathwater. 

We renounced all law. We have much the same situation in America today, where our endless bureaucracy is making life so increasingly difficult for normal human beings that it is impossible to comply with all of the rules and regulations which the government is seeking to heap upon our shoulders. But, it ought not be this way. 

What we need to do is see law as a guide. As a starting point which leads us to personal responsibility. Not to negate personal responsibility by orchestrating every tiny aspect of our lives but to encourage personal responsibility by helping us to see the value of the law. We begin with obedience. We may not understand, we may not feel good, but through obedience we bring our actions in accordance with the law. 

If we are following a benevolent law, a proper law, a law of God, then through the course of time, we see the advantages of that law and we begin to internalize that law. This is a key aspect. Religion begins as an external force. Your parents tell you that you will go to Sunday school. God tells you, you will do this, you will do that. 

Through obedience, the obedience which Jesus had on that cross, we see the value and the worth of that law. As a result, what starts out on the inside of us, becomes internalized, and we like it. We see its value. To return to the previous illustration, if we had a society only of "obey-ers", walking around as I said, leaving each other alone, not hurting anyone, but still with all this anger and hatred in their hearts, the ultimate result would be that the hatred and anger in their hearts would go away. Because people, through obeying, would not be performing those deeds which anger us and fill us full of hate. We would see that the other person is really fine, is not a problem, and eventually the love and peace would begin to develop. 

That is the power of obedience. That is the first thing that we can learn through this cross. It was necessary for Jesus to obey. And we ought not think that we are greater than He is. If He had not obeyed then that entire well spring of inspiration and truth which we now have in His passion would have been denied to us. Obedience is good, obedience is necessary.

STATION 4: THE CALL TO LOVE
While obedience is wonderful and obedience is absolutely necessary, it is not enough. It is not sufficient. And, a higher more beautiful truth that we can learn from Jesus' passion is that God is calling us to love. This is a very challenging thing for human beings to do. Why? Because love, in its fullness, threatens the very center of our being. What do I mean by that? 

Love is emerging, love is a harmony, love is a relationship. Whether I'm talking about loving my parents, loving a football team, or loving a hot-dog, there's relationship. And, there is, in some sense, a losing of self into who and what is loved. 

This goes against our primary modus operandi, which is ego, selfishness, I, me, mine. You could say that we spend our entire lives, and every moment of every day, and every thought and every deed and motive, oscillating between pure ego and self, and pure love and selflessness. 

This is something to ponder. Christ's passion is a call to love. Jesus says very clearly that no one has any greater love than this, that he lays down his life for that of his fellow person. Notice how clearly the notion of ego and self is juxtaposed with transcendence and love. You lay down your life, you deny yourself. You transcend ego, and enter the realm of selflessness and love. 

We know that Jesus loved His disciples. On a very common, human plane, you can see the proclamation of the cross of Christ being Jesus loved His disciples. Set aside, for a moment, the question of whether He loved the entire world. He was a human being. And, as we saw in the previous section, He had worked for many, many years with this small group of people. As He faced His fight, file or flee decision, we see that He was working to love His disciples. How? 

If He stands and fights, He knows that many are going to be hurt, including His disciples. If He runs away, then the authorities will, in all probability, go after His disciples, and probably torture them until they divulge His location. He doesn't want to do that. So rather than cause any pain to His disciples, He sacrifices Himself and gives Himself up to the authorities in order to help save His disciples' lives. 

This is very noble. This is truly a beautiful act. See what power comes from this. Through His denial of self, we have the entire cross event. This says to all of the millions of people throughout the ages, that because He was able to love enough and give enough, so much has been made possible for so many. 

We do not want a society of people walking around hollow inside. And, while the obedience which we saw in the previous section is necessary, it is not sufficient. God wants to fulfill the totality of our being. He wants to have every aspect of our lives touched by His anointing power, so that we can feel robust, excitement, enthusiasm, energy, peace, bliss, and, one of the greatest words in the Bible that is overlooked so often, joy. The word "joy" appears in the Bible over and over again, scores of times. God creates us for joy. 

Simple obedience is not going to give us that joy. Love and harmony and peace will all give us joy. What begins as calm, cold obedience can come to fruition inside of our souls, as we experience the love of God. We are able to love because He first loves us. Notice, again, the transfer of energy, the transfer of learning, the transfer of power. God's love reaches out to us first, so that we can eventually learn how to love Him. 

A mother and a father reach out to their child and love him first, so that he can eventually learn how to love in return. Jesus sends a clarion call to the world. Love, love God, love each other. Deny yourselves, and you will receive great riches. 

Through Jesus' denial of self, through His love, He was able to save His disciples, so that they were able to proclaim His message throughout the ages. Jesus did not write the Gospels. There is no record of Him actually writing anything Himself. No, it was up to those whom He loved and those whose lives He saved, to do all of the writing for Him. 

So, if Jesus had not loved His disciples, and if He'd fled the scene, then, no doubt, the Romans would have gone after the disciples, and we would not have heard anything about Jesus. The disciples wouldn't have been around to document His sayings. Those who survived would have lost all motivation because Jesus fled. 

This is an essential element of the universe. We receive exactly what we give. Since Jesus poured out His love and was willing to file and give into the authorities, the disciples gave Him their love and their respect through the years. They were alive to maintain His banner and proclaim His name. They wrote the gospels and spread the word throughout the world, and now Jesus receives daily the prayers and admiration of uncountable millions of people. 

As you give, you will receive. There is no reason to be afraid to love. Because as you pour out your soul and you give up your ego, responding to the call of love, you receive in return, the whole world. Love is sufficient. If we have love in our hearts for other people, then obedience follows automatically. Love is, as the cliché says, "What makes the world go `round." Love transforms ego centered people into people who can give and share. 

I'll give you a marvelous illustration. The story is told of a man who died and found himself on the other side. He was standing there with the angel Gabriel and there were two huge halls in front of him. One was labeled Heaven; the other was labeled Hell. And, Gabriel took the man on a little journey. First, he took him into Hell. In Hell, there was a huge banquet table, filled with every delicacy a human could ever eat, beautiful straw-berries, kiwi fruit, and exotic delicacies that words cannot describe. Everyone was sitting at this huge banquet table, however, all of their arms, from the wrist up to the shoulder, were wrapped inside of a very tight cast. They could not bend their elbows. There was moaning and gnashing and cursing and screaming, because although people sat at this huge wonderful table, they couldn't bend their elbows to pick up the food and eat it. This truly was hell. 

Gabriel said, "Now come here, let me show you something." They walked next door into Heaven. They saw the same banquet table filled with delicacies to delight the angels, and people are still sitting at the table. This man notices, quite to his astonishment, everyone still has the casts on their arms. They can't bend their elbows at all. But, here in Heaven, everyone is laughing and giggling and smiling and singing wonderful songs and feasting on this glorious banquet. The man was a bit perplexed, until he noticed that here, in Heaven, people were picking up the food, and with their locked arms, reaching across the table to feed their fellow man. 

That is the difference between Heaven and Hell. What we attempt to keep for ourselves, we will lose. What we give up for other people, we will keep forever. That's why the call to love is so important. That's why we say that the call to love is "sufficient." If you truly have love, then you have everything that a human being can ever need or want. If you truly have a society full of people with love, you have a world without any pain, without any suffering, whatsoever. 

That is what we learn through the cross. The beauty and power of love.

STATION 5: THERE IS POWER IN THE BLOOD 
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	Part 14: God's blood pumps through your veins


If you are at all familiar with any of my other writings, you know that one of the fundamental precepts upon which I base much of my religious writing is Psalm 19. "The Heavens declare the glory of God and the Earth shows His handiwork." 

The power of symbolism is, that through a simple act, like a tree growing or like a cloud flowing through the sky, .via the language of symbolism, we can, in fact, see the wisdom and truth and power of God's revelation. 

You saw this applied in Station 2, where we discussed the classic stations of the cross. Here in Station 5, we are going to talk about blood. This is the most highly symbolic station within this writing. We will look at blood and many of its attributes to discover the ways in which this relates to the gospel of Christ and the death and resurrection of Jesus. We will present this in 14 parts. 

Part 1 Red, Blue Liquid 
As blood flows through the lungs, it picks up oxygen and turns a bright red. As it flows through the body, it delivers its nutrients, especially oxygen, and turns blue, wherein it needs to return to the lungs for a fresh supply of oxygen. 

It is a very flowing liquid, with many, many wondrous magical properties. What in the world does this have to do with the passion of Christ? 

The truth of the matter is that Jesus' death was a very ugly, bloody event. This is another element which we tend to ignore from our religious icons. The paintings and the statues are almost never bloody enough or gory enough to show the true pain. Jesus had a thorn of crowns upon His head, from which blood flowed. He had nails in His feet and in His hands, from which large amounts of blood flowed. He was pierced in His side, from which yet more blood flowed. He had whips and marks upon His back, which were covered with dried blood. This was a very bloody disgusting event. 

Christianity goes so far as to say that there is power in that blood. There is healing in that blood. There is life in that blood. Well, what we need to do is understand blood as much as we possibly can, so that we can use the biological and chemical makeup's of blood to help us to understand, again symbolically, the nature of Christ's blood and what it can mean for us. 

We are talking about the red/blue liquid. Air is a symbol for the spirit of God. God breathed into Adams nostrils, and that breath became his life. On Pentecost, the apostles felt the presence of the Holy Spirit as a mighty rushing wind. John the Baptist saw the Holy Spirit descend upon Jesus as a dove, which is a creature which flies through the air, animated air. That air is life; blood is life. They work together. 

As the blood picks up the air, the blood begins to flow red. As it loses its air, it becomes drained and turns blue. 

Symbolically, there is immense power here. The blood of Christ, simply as a physical presence, has no power or value whatsoever. This harkens back to some of my comments in the introduction. If Jesus' death is only a fact of history, then it has no power. It is this blue, useless blood. 

His death must become reanimated. It must be charged with the present spirit. It must be filled with God's breath. It must be full of air, at which point it comes back to life, so to speak, and is capable of nourishing us. 

If we look only through the eyes of a literalism or the eyes of a materialist, we will see and understand nothing. Once again, that videotape of Jesus hanging on the cross would serve no purpose. He is no longer on the cross; His body is no longer in the ground; His blood is no longer to be found on this earth. Therefore, if there is any power or any goodness to be derived for us, it must happen through the presence of the spirit. 

The air of God, the breath of God, the Ruach Elohim, the spirit of God, must touch that blood and transform it from its lifeless, blue state into its animated, red, beating, rich state. In short, one of the amazing attributes of blood indicates to us that the blood of Christ must be appropriated through the power and revelation of the Holy Spirit, in order for it to have any value for us whatsoever. 

Part 2 Blood is absolutely necessary
Without it, nothing can live. Christianity, void of the blood of Christ, has absolutely no power. It is only in the very earthy bloodiness of it all, that there is salvation and power to be seen. An early Christian Hierarchy was know as Gnosticism. Gnosticism came from the Roman world, which believed that flesh, by its very nature, was evil. 

God floats through the heavens, and the Gods and Goddesses occupy celestial kingdoms and places like Olympus. Flesh is a fall from grace. Flesh ought not to be, and for a divinity to take upon itself flesh, would be to profane the divinity. 

So the Christian Gnostic heresy was that Jesus was pure God and came to the Earth, but he only appeared to be of human flesh. He didn't really have a body, because He couldn't have a body. Bodies are ugly; bodies are awful. On those times where He appeared to be eating or drinking, or when He appeared to be hanging on the cross, so the Gnostics taught, He was only performing a magic show. It was smoke and mirrors; it was an illusion. Jesus never had a real body. 

Well, this Gnostic Hierarchy has been rejected throughout the centuries. In partial response to them, we have our various creeds which state quite clearly that Jesus was true God and true man. He had a physical body, and inside of that body beat a heart which pumped blood. To remove that physical body of Jesus, to remove the blood, is to deny Christianity its power. The essence of the message, in its fullness, is an encounter which God had with the human race, and God takes upon Himself the form of flesh and bone, unable to acknowledge that we are incapable of learning all of the other great and wondrous revelations which God has for us through this passion. 

But, there is a second way in which the blood of Christ is absolutely necessary. That is in discussion of His death and resurrection. 

Some people in modern liberal circles attempt to disassociate Jesus from His passion. In a modern secular scientific age, they discount any notions of a resurrection. Since there wasn't a resurrection, they reason there's no point in talking about His death. 

He died just like all the great teachers died. Everyone has to die, therefore dwelling upon Jesus' death doesn't accomplish anything. These liberal modern theologians see Jesus as a great teacher. His sermon on the mount is the high point of His career. His death and resurrection are not as important as His teachings. To them, the blood is not necessary, because what we have to learn from Jesus is the living Jesus, is the teaching Jesus, is the prophet and priest and king. It has nothing to do with Jesus' blood. 

Once again, this is a very sad viewpoint. The blood of Christ is absolutely necessary. All of His teachings and all of His miracles are there to help explain to people what the truth of His passion would be about. 

If you look at the highpoint of the gospel of Matthew, where Jesus is asking His disciples who am I, He has walked with them, He has talked with them, and they have heard His wondrous teachings. They have seen Him perform miraculous deeds, and the whole structure of the book of Matthew centers around a question. Who is this guy? 

Jesus comes to the point where He asks His disciples, "Who do people say that I am?" Oh, Elijah, John the Baptist, a variety of answers. Then Jesus says, "All right, but who do you say that I am?" Peter says, "You are the Christ, the son of the living God." 

Jesus then immediately acknowledges the truth of this, how God has revealed this to Peter. He immediately begins to tell them that He, Jesus, must die; that He must be taken to Jerusalem and be crucified. 

It is quite clear from the Biblical record, that Jesus did not become the Christ, Ha Mashiach, the messiah, until and apart from His death and resurrection. He could, at least in theory, have said, "You are right, Peter. You have seen me teach; you have seen me heal; you have seen me perform miracles. That makes me the Messiah." 

Jesus did not do that. He intimately linked His Christhood with His death and resurrection. That is why, as we discuss the power in the blood, it is absolutely necessary to focus on the very bloodiness of Jesus. 

If he did not have a body, if he did not have flesh, then there is nothing to learn from Him. And, if we ignore or discount His death and His crucifixion and His resurrection, then we have nothing at all of eternal value to learn from Him either. 

Blood is absolutely necessary, and so is Jesus' blood. 

Part 3 There is life in the blood
Without blood, there can be no life, at least on the human level. There are, of course, many organisms who do not have blood in them. Plants, for example, do not have blood as we know it, although they do have a certain fluid which passes through their system which provides the same function as blood does for us. But, that is another subject. 

In terms of Homo sapiens, mammals, without blood, there is no life. You see blood carries all things which are necessary for life. It carries the nutrients; it carries oxygen. It does many things. When blood disappears from the body, all life fails. Now, why is this important? 

The power and life which God wishes to transfer to us can only be found in the blood of Jesus. Jesus said even when you have an abundance, your life does not consist in your possessions. What does that mean? 

Your life is more than what you own. Most people take that to mean your couch, your car, your collection of paintings, your clothes, your record collection, your material objects. And, while certainly those are possessions, we also possess many other things. We possess a body. Our body changes, yet we remain the same. Our body is not something that we are, it is something which we have. It is a possession. 

In exactly the same way, our opinions are a possession of ours, but they are not who we truly are. Our thoughts are something which we have, but they are not the embodiment of our essence. Our thoughts can change, our emotions can change, our opinions can change, but we, this mystical wondrous thing called "I," remains the same. 

From the cradle to the grave, I am who I am. And that "I-ness" is the essence of my life. Beyond my material objects of possession, beyond my body, beyond my desires, beyond my thoughts, beyond my opinions, is the subtle essence of myself. That is called life. 

Life is an immense mystery. In the Garden of Eden, there were two trees. There is the Tree of Life, which is eternal, and opposed to that, is the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. We must overcome the difficulties and temptations of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil in order to return to the Tree of Life. 

Life, you see, is not a chemical. Life does not proceed from the body. The body proceeds from this thing called life. Why do I bring this up? It is quite simple. Where there is no blood, there is no life. And, if you wish to truly understand your life and what that means in all of its fullness, if you hope to catch a glimpse of the mysterious unknown which transcends even your thought, to catch a glimpse of the essence of your life, you can only do this through the blood of Jesus. Without that blood, there is no life at all. You'll never comprehend the fullness of your life beyond all possessions without the ability to tap into and meditate upon and experience the blood of Jesus. 

In a higher and deeper way however, we can take this statement literally. Whatever was happening upon the cross, and obviously this writing takes many, many pages to attempt to examine that, whatever that was through His bleeding and His death, that incarnation of God is itself what your true life is all about. 

In other words, not only is the blood of Jesus a method by which we can learn what our life is, what it means to talk about this mystery of life, but on a higher deeper level, the blood itself of Christ is our life. 

The power of God, the infinite limitless light and life, the word of creation, as it comes to the Earth, bled and died. That blood, which flowed through His body, is you. That is your life. 

Without blood there is no life. There is no religious life; there is no spiritual life; there is no physical life. If you deny the bloodiness of the cross, you remove its life. If you remove Christ's blood, you remove the source of life itself. And, if you ever hope to discover the essence of who and what you truly are, you can only do this through the very blood of Jesus. 

Part 4 Blood is very complex 
On a chemical level, blood is one of the most involved substances known to man. Gold is a very wonderful beautiful creation, and it has a very complex structure of interlocking atoms made up of electrons, protons, neutrons and uncountable subatomic particles. But, gold, in all of its mystery and majesty and might, is a trivial piece of meaningless nothing compared to a single blood cell. 

A blood cell is, in the structure of chemistry, a very almost unbelievably complex creation. We spend billions of dollars every year continuing to examine and study the nature of this deeply complex subject. Presently, there are over 300 different blood tests which can be performed. My purpose here is not to go into a detailed scientific investigation of the chemical makeup of blood. There are plenty of books you can peruse on your own, should you find this a fruitful topic, which I hope you do. 

The blood is not just a simple red liquid. It contains uncountable tens of thousands of different aspects. Blood is alive. How does this pertain to the cross of Christ? Hopefully it is clear. 

It harkens back to the exact point of this writing itself. The blood of Christ is not mono-dimensional. It's not just a simple red blood, not just a simply, thick red liquid. No, the blood of Christ is incredibly complex. The comprehension and understanding which we can gain of God through meditating upon Christ's blood is not one dimensional. 

It is not to say that Jesus bled to pay the price for my sins. That is like calling blood a thick red liquid. It isn't even remotely that simple. There is depth and mystery and wonderment within the blood of Christ which goes far beyond any of our small, normal comprehension. The blood is quite complex, multi-dimensional and that is oh, so important to remember. 

Part 5 Blood is essentially the same for all people
There are different blood types, and since blood is so deeply complex, if we are going to perform a blood transfusion, we have to be very careful to make sure that all of the different particulars match up. But, this is a function not so much of the totality of blood, but of its very complexity. 

If we step back from the details, in summary form, all blood is indeed the same for all human beings. Cut us and we all bleed. We all bleed red blood. It always has certain chemical properties. Yes, we have different blood types and certain blood types do not interact well with others, due to their complexity. But, the truth of the matter is, that there is one blood for all mankind. 

The heart pumps the blood in every human being. The veins and arteries carry that blood, and it becomes oxygenated through the lungs. The blood cells, the specific densities of blood--all of these remain the same for every person. 

As this pertains to Christ's passion, I think the message is, once again, quite clear. Through the language of symbolism, we can see two things. Number 1, essentially, the death and resurrection of Christ means the same for all people. It does apply universally. At the same time, due to its complexity, no two blood cells are ever exactly the same. So no two human beings are ever going to see the death and resurrection of Christ from exactly the same perspective. That is the purpose of this writing--to try and give you as many different view points as to what this passion means, as I possibly can. 

So, while the blood is the same for all, because there is only one life, and that universe, that center, that one God who has breathed into all of us is obviously a very unifying harmonizing force, we all have the same life. We all have the same blood. The power of Christ, through His passion, is equally applicable to every human being on this planet. 

At the same time, since there are different complexities, we should be patient with ourselves when we have slightly different views. If someone doesn't see something quite the way we do, we should allow tolerance for that. That is a part of biology. That's the way the world works. 

It is the wonder and mystery of blood, that while it is the same for everyone, it is uniquely different for everyone. That is its power. That is its mystery. So too with Christ, though the death and resurrection of Jesus is the same for everyone, as we become personally involved with Jesus, His blood takes on our own personalities. We, in essence, personalize it and it becomes uniquely our own. 

This, once again, I find to be truly, inspirationally beautiful. 

Part 6 The blood is very healing
It clots. This is one of the wonders of blood. Blood wants to flow internally within the body, yet it does not like to escape from the body. If you cut me, I will bleed. But, as soon as that happens, that cut sends a series of incredibly complex signals to the body. The body begins to heal that cut by placing very complex clotting agents around the cut to stop the bleeding. This is, at least for this author, an absolute miracle. How something can encounter such a difficulty, and have the blood be able to fix its own problem, is simply nothing short of miraculous. There are approximately, 12 different clotting agents in the blood that help rebuild this wall of flesh to stop the bleeding. 

Now, why does this matter? How in the world can we learn anything from this? Well, we will discuss a little bit later the notion of the body of Christ. But, for purposes here, it is clear that we are all part of the body of Christ, and many times we become hurt. A member of the church or a member of the family becomes harmed. Either they have a falling from grace, or they have a tragedy in their lives. Something horrible happens, and there is a cut in the body. There is a break in the natural flow of the blood. 

When that happens, Christ's blood wants to go and heal that hurt. Christ's blood, if we understand it, wants to clot and block off that bleeding, so that there is no more hurt. You see, the Christian church is endowed with one truly remarkable property. It is the only hospital that beats up on its patients when they become sick. The church really is supposed to be, at least in theory, a place where both saints and sinners can gather to encourage one another, help one another, and enable them to draw closer to God, closer to themselves and closer to each other. 

In theory, it should work that way, but, of course, it never does. In reality, it has been my experience and the experience of scores of my friends, that the real purpose of the church is to get people together so that they can expand their egos and criticize one another endlessly for the teeniest tiniest flaw in their personality. And, that if one of the members of the body gets out of line, the purpose of the church is to cause as much havoc and pain and discomfort to that person as is possible. 

We, as I've said before, beat up on any member within our hospital who dares to get sick. But, it ought not to be that way. Blood has over 12 different clotting agents. When we bleed, when one part of the body of Christ is hurt, God wants to step in and begin to block that flow of blood, to heal the cut and make things better. That's how it should be. 

Maybe some day if God is gracious enough and we are willing we can become that way. 

Part 7 The blood carries all nutrition
The real purpose of eating is to nourish the body, to give it health and strength to carry out its functions. Most of the time, as normal people in America, we tend to think more in terms of how good that chocolate covered twinkie is going to taste, rather than how nourishing it's going to be for our bodies. 

Once we eat that food, it becomes broken down in our stomach, and the nutrients are transported to every single cell in our body. How is that transportation done? It's done by the blood. The blood carries all of the nutrients to every single cell. This is one of its magnificent properties--that the blood is able to pick up the proteins and the carbohydrates, the iodine, the vitamin C, attach it to itself, carry it to where it is needed, and deposit it throughout the body. 

This is exactly the same with the blood of Christ. The purpose of holy communion is to partake in the body and blood of Jesus--not just the body, but the body and the blood. We wish to become nourished by Jesus. The power and the purity and perfection of God, as it came to the Earth in this holy man, is poured out for us all through His body and blood. And, that becomes what you could call health food for the soul. Because in this world, there are an awful lot of twinkies. There's an awful lot of poison. The blood of Christ is health food for the soul. It nourishes us and strengthens us. 

The blood of Jesus carries every nutrient which we need to be healthy and strong, physically as well as spiritually. The blood of Christ conveys notions, as we've seen already, of obedience, of love. It contains notions of healing, notions of peace, forgiveness, and salvation itself. And, all of these ideas, all of these powers, nourish our spirits and make us healthy and strong as human beings, as saints of God. Just as a child needs to eat the proper foods in order to grow up healthy, we, as baby Christians, need to be properly nourished by constantly meditating and feeding upon the blood of Christ, so that we can become strong and grow up to be complete adult saints of God. 

The blood carries all that nutrition for us. Everything that you need to become a perfect saint of God is available to you through Jesus' blood and through meditating upon His death and His resurrection. 

Part 8 Blood Carries Oxygen 
In a similar vein, although slightly different, the purpose of the blood is to carry all of the oxygen. We saw this in Part 1, the difference between the red and the blue blood. The oxygen is a symbol for the spirit of God. Just as the blood carries all nutrients, so too the blood of Jesus carries with it the absolute holy spirit of God. 

Our bodies can be nourished, but if we do not have a constant supply of oxygen, then we pass out. You can live, indeed for several weeks without any food, but you cannot live for more than 4 minutes without oxygen. So of the two--oxygen and nutrients--oxygen is clearly more important. 

But, far more important than that, is the life giving air of God. That spirit, God is spirit. Those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth. It cannot be stopped. And, if we, for one moment, become disconnected from the true spirit of God, then we begin to become very weak. This is a very high symbolic teaching which may not be clearly understood at first. You see there are lower "nutrients", the nutrients of peace, patience, kindness, goodness, etc., and yet there is something higher. That something higher is life itself. That life is spirit. God is a spirit, and He took His spirit and put that spirit into us, as He breathed into our nostrils. Spirit unto spirit. We are, in truth, not a body; we are a spirit. And, it is the blood of Christ which conveys to us all that non-corporeal spirit which will constantly animate our existence. Our spirit gives shape and form through our wills, places itself into our thinking, our desires, and ultimately makes our bodies move. Who and what we are is a spirit. And, if God for one moment took that away, we would cease to exist. 

Just as we breath automatically, without thinking about it, and just as the air fills us and surrounds us every moment of our lives, though we do not see it or pay any attention, so too the highest truth is that God's spirit is the sum-total of who we are and what we do. God's spirit surrounds us everywhere. 

The problem with God is not that He is so far away He cannot be seen, not that He is hiding somewhere so that He cannot be found. God is like air. He is not seen, because He is everywhere. He is not found, because He is so close we overlook Him. That is the power of the air. That is the spirit of God. That is who we truly are. And, all of this is conveyed through the glorious power of Jesus' blood. 

Part 9 Bad circulation equals death
This is one of those things which people prefer not to think about. If you lose circulation to your legs, for example, they can become gangrenous. If you do not receive medical attention, eventually your entire leg can rot off and fall away from your body. What a surgeon must do is cut off the leg before the disease and death in the leg affects and pollutes the entire body. The blood must flow in order for there to be life. This is, probably in terms of practical application, the single most important understanding we have about the blood of Jesus. It is not enough for the blood simply to be present. The blood must flow or it accomplishes nothing. 

If you have a heart attack, why do you die? You still have your blood. But your blood quickly loses its oxygen. It needs to be replaced because oxygen has to be maintained constantly. Your blood very quickly delivers all of its nutrients, and your body begins to die. 

The applications for us, as human beings, as Christians, is obvious. It is not enough for the blood of Jesus to merely flow into you. It is not enough for you to take communion. It is not enough for you to pray. It is not enough for you to read this or any other booklet and find great truth and inspiration. If the blood of Jesus flows into you but does not flow out, you will die. The purpose of church, the purpose of religion, is not simply to become inspired or grow personally. You must share with others, reach out and give to others. 

If you fulfill the spiritual pathway, you will quickly learn that the purpose of church is not what you can get from it. The purpose of church is what you can give to it. The purpose of the blood is to flow. As it flows in, it wants to flow out. It must circulate. The circulatory system in the body is a wondrous series of pipes, incredibly complex. It would stretch miles and miles, if it were laid end to end. That system knows how to make the blood flow into the heart and out of the heart, into the legs and out of the legs. You get your circulation going to increase your health and your strength. You must not let the blood of Jesus simply flow into you. You must also get it to flow out of you through helping other people, through sharing what you may have. If you have discovered truths, then you must share them. If you have talents, you must share them. If you have experiences, you must share them. To whatever extent the blood of Jesus has flowed into your heart, into your life, you absolutely must enable that blood to flow out. 

The reason that the Dead Sea is dead is not because no water flows into it, but because no water flows out of it. This, I hope, will help inspire you. The blood must circulate. And, bad circulation equals death. 

Part 10 Fights disease 
One of the most important functions of the body is in fighting diseases. It does this in two ways. First, it helps to heal diseases or problems of the body by carrying healthy agents. We looked at this in Part 6, when we talked about the clotting abilities of blood. Any time that you have a sickness, it is only through the blood coursing through your veins, that you are able to get well. But, there is a more important aspect to fighting disease. That is your immune system. 

You've all heard "an ounce of prevention is worth several pounds of cure." And, as important as fighting disease is, it is much more important that the blood prevent disease. When someone has a cold, as he takes vitamins, eats good food and rests, the blood system is able to fight off the attack of that bacteria. That can take days. If he has the flu, it can take a couple of weeks. If it's a serious illness it can take months. It is far more important then that the body's immune system work efficiently. 

There is somewhat of a controversy in the medical industry about this. Some people see germs as causing sickness. Others say that the germs are everywhere, that the germs of a common cold or of a flu are prevalent in the tiniest sneeze, that it is not the germs that make us sick. Yes, the germs are the catalyst, but what brings about sickness is when you become weak. When your immune system becomes run down, then you become open to and subjected to the germ. 

Assume the illustration of a castle. One group of people think that the castle is safe and sound, but that occasionally a group of foreign soldiers will come in and attack the castle. The castle will be in a state of war. That's what we think of as a cold. 

Other people say, no, the soldiers from the enemy camp are always walking around outside the castle. Occasionally, the fortress wall protecting the castle becomes weak. Once that happens, the enemy soldiers come storming in. 

Based upon the little bit I know of biology, that appears to make more sense to me. In a single sneeze, there are some 4 billion germs. If simply having the germs present meant that we got a cold, then any time one member of a family got a cold, everyone else in the family would be guaranteed to do so. But, this does not happen. 

The mother, more often than not, does not wind up getting sick, usually because she "can't get sick." She has too many things going on, so she gets enough rest, takes her vitamins, does her exercise, eats right, whatever, keeps a positive healthy mental attitude, and keeps therefore her immune system in full strength. The walls of her fortress are strong. 

That seems to me to make the most sense, based upon all of the evidence. Yes, germs actually cause sickness, but it is the weakening of your immune system that enables that germ to attack you. This immune system, I find to be a miracle. I know that I seem to use that word a lot, but it is no more true than in this context. 

The immune system is capable of encountering a germ is has never met before and figure out an antibiotic for it. Figure out the best way to attack this thing and kill it. And in the course of so doing help the body to generate new greater immunities to this attacking agent. 

One of the things that pediatricians find is that some parents mis-apply their love for their children in the their early years. They keep their children away from all germs, isolate them basically in a sterile environment, wherein they are not subjected to the croup and colds and flu and ear aches, and eventually around the age of 5 or 6, when that child goes to school and is subjected to all sorts of germs, he gets deathly ill. 

Why? Because the child wasn't "allowed to get sick." He or she wasn't allowed to have normal everyday colds and didn't interact with everyday germs.. Therefore, the body did not learn how to attack these germs, did not learn from experience its immune system's strengthening agents. His immune system never developed. 

What does this have to do with the cross of Christ? I think it is quite obvious that it has everything to do with the cross of Christ. 

It is very fashionable these days in many evangelical circles to hear the testimonies of people whose lives were completely wrecked--alcoholics stumbling around in the gutter, murderers, gang warfare people who have hit the absolute pit of human existence. These people have had their lives turned around and redeemed. 

We celebrate these people. We publish their books. The Satanists, who find the Lord, can make a lot of money telling their gruesome story and their glorious story of redemption. In many ways, that is unfortunate. It is far more important to have lived a life where you do not fall into the absolute abject pits of endless Satanic darkness. It is much more of a blessing to have stumbled a bit, fallen a bit, learned and grown so that you can lead a healthy life as a human being. 

It is important and much more valuable to have a healthy immune system. And, the blood of Jesus is the agent wherein our immune system can be strengthened to carry all of those healing agents which can eliminate disease and help us to develop immunities. If we pay attention to the cross of Christ, then we learn about forgiveness. We learn about being a good person. 

We learn about the wrongs we have done to people and how to overcome them. We learn how to avoid them in the future. One problem that we have today in the church as a whole, is this daily and weekly confessional of sin. To constantly be confessing that we are, by nature, sinful and unclean and worthy of God's present and eternal punishment, first is a violation of the scriptural principle to consider ourselves to be dead, to sin, but alive to God through Christ. And, also it does not attune us properly to the grievous nature of sin. 

It is as though we have this cold, and the cold arrives on Monday morning. We get sicker and sicker and sicker all during the week. Until, finally Sunday morning, we go to the hospital, God gives us a shot, and we walk out healthy, only to get sick again on Monday morning. 

Our immune system is very weak within the church, and we need to become transformed to be able to live a life of health. The blood of Jesus, and all that it has to teach us, is here not just to cleanse us from sin, but to lead us into all righteousness, so that we might not be constantly subjected to the fall, so that we might grow up to be healthy, whole people. 

Our immune system can prevent us from constantly dipping into the well of ugliness and sin. We can, if our hearts are attuned to it, learn from our actions, and allow the witness of God's holy blood to purify us, strengthen us and increase our immunities to the same problems in the future. I hope this is clear. 

Part 11 Blood Carries Disease 
While it is true that the blood can heal and cure diseases and, while it is true that blood can create immunities and fight off disease, it is also true that the blood carries disease. 

Now in context of this discussion of Jesus' blood, I want to make it quite clear that I am not saying that there is anything wrong or polluted or diseased regarding Jesus' blood. No, that is not my purpose here. The blood, which is capable of carrying the healthy agents and the healing agents and the preventive agents, is also the mechanism that carries disease. The most famous one currently is AIDS. 

AIDS is transferred through the blood, attaches itself to the blood cells, and destroys the immune system. As a result, the body cannot fight nor prevent disease. Once disease enters the body, there are no healing agents left to eliminate that disease. 

One thing that is confusing to some people is that no one has ever died of AIDS, technically. What they die from is any number of other diseases which enter the body, because AIDS destroys the immune system. That's what "AIDS" stands for, the Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome. Your immune system, that prevents diseases, becomes weakened to the point that it is depleted. At that point, a simple common head cold can actually kill you. The cold can lead to pneumonia, and that can lead to all sorts of complications, including high fever and death. In fact, there are a large number of diseases which are not normally death threatening to a healthy person, that cause death in the AIDS inflicted person. 

It seems to me that tragic and unfortunate as it is, AIDS is a very powerful illustration of much of what is happening inside of Christendom today. The blood of Jesus is carrying disease, not on His account, but on ours. You see, we have taken the holy word of Jesus, the holy proclamation, and we have polluted it. We have placed within it all sorts of misunderstandings, doctrinal errors, and human misconceptions. But, we haven't stopped there. We have sought to use the blood of Jesus for all sorts of ugly, holy abominable things. 

On the large scale, we have the history of the crusades, wherein people were forced at the point of the sword to accept Jesus, or else they would be killed. And, though we have for most part in Christianity put away our swords, we still fight the holy wars. Within Christianity, we have over 700 different denominations, wherein we have splintered ourselves up into all these tiny factions. We are all individual people, and there is never any reason for any two people to agree entirely on anything, especially not something as multidimensional and deep as religion. Take the subject of eternal life, salvation. How can we ever hope to have two people agree on such deeply important matters? So, the fact that there are disagreements is not the problem. The problem is that we allow those disagreements to become so important, that they become a wall of separation between them and between us. 

The blood of Jesus then becomes a battle cry around which different camps struggle. No, that's not in the Bible; no, that's not Jesus' will; no, you are wrong. And, all of a sudden the blood of Christ, which is supposed to cleanse, harmonize, and purify our lives, is being used to separate, divide and hurt. 

Even on the local church level, where there may not be a doctrinal split, people will fight and argue, allegedly as to the best way to serve God. What that often boils down to is whose ego is going to be the strongest, and use the name of Jesus to get their own way and enforce their will upon others. Certainly, this ought not to be this way. We have polluted and diseased the blood of Christ. As a result, our immune systems are weak, because churches, which should be dedicated to love and peace and healing and prevention of sin, are actually a festering hot bed of contention and evil, and are themselves, one of the greatest causes of sin. 

I have heard many people, throughout my life, say that if it weren't for their upbringing as children, they could probably be interested in God. But, they had such horrible experiences of such evil dark situations, that they have no interest whatsoever in church or God. I think most of us have met many people like this. 

So, the Christian church has AIDS, there is no doubt about it. And, with that AIDS we are transmitting via the blood of Jesus, we will go so far as to fight over who can and cannot receive communion. We will enter into factions and divisions as to who is and is not a true Christian, because of the different words we might say during communion; whether we're to use real wine; whether it's a sin to use wafers or if it has to be bread; or can it be leavened bread? Jesus didn't use leavened bread the night of the Passover. 

What should be the agent for healing? The pure blood of Jesus has become a transmitter of AIDS. We have "acquired" an immune deficiency syndrome within the church. Because of our ego, because of our sin, because of our stubborn pigheaded ways, we are no longer capable of transforming lives. We cannot fight off sin, and once that sin enters our sanctuaries, it is almost impossible to eradicate. 

However, unlike the current state of biological AIDS, spiritual AIDS is curable. Because just in the same manner that we have polluted that blood, that blood in it's pure spiritual sense, remains absolutely clean. And, we can have fresh blood brought in. We can have a total transplant and get rid of all of our darkness by being infused by the blood of Jesus. 

That leads me to the next section. 

Part 12 Blood transfusions 
The life of the body is in the blood. Many Christians on this earth find the idea of a blood transfusion to be against the will of God. I do not wish to debate the moral nature of that. It is a personal decision which simply doesn't have anything to do with the current discussion. 

We know that during a blood transfusion, one person's, hopefully healthy blood, is transfused into our bloodstream. One of the unfortunate facts of the modern condition is that many people received blood transfusions from very dark tainted blood. Blood which even the authorities knew to be AIDS infected was less left in the blood pool. As a result, many people have become infected, through no fault of their own. 

I can certainly understand the hesitancy many people would have about blood transfusions; however, in exactly the same way, if we can get a transfusion of fresh blood, then our immune system can be strengthened. If we have a low amount of blood, we can get more. I think the image is clear. We could change holy communion, from being a ceremony wherein we eat bread and drink wine, to one wherein symbolically people have a needle placed into their arm and the bags of blood tied to the cross drip into their veins. We all need a blood transfusion from Jesus. 

We need His holy, pure, perfect blood coursing through our veins. Symbolically eating and drinking His body and blood is a nice symbol, but even if we want to believe that Jesus is actually, literally physically present in communion, drinking blood is not the way to get a transfusion. 

No, you must open yourself up. You must be cut. You must have that healthy blood injected into you. Here's a very powerful image--a cross in a Christian church with hundreds of bags of blood attached to it, everyone of which has a tube and a needle. As we walk up to the altar, we bear our arm, and the priest sticks the needle into our arm for a blood transfusion. 

Only in this way, can the pure blood of Jesus overcome our AIDS. Only in this way, can our spiritual bodies be cleansed and purified. The Bible is clear, that through our sin and our selfishness, we have done such a good job of destroying our lives, that our own systems are weak and beyond our own abilities to repair. We are sinful and cannot save ourselves. In other words, our blood has become so tainted, that it cannot, by natural means, fight the disease which we have and enable us to be cured and healthy. 

We have passed the point of no return and must have a blood transfusion, if we are to survive. But, survive we can. And, survive we will. 

Part 13 The Body of Christ 
One of the most powerful images in the Bible is one which I think the Christian church would do very well to spend more time and attention on--the image of the body of Christ. 

We usually think of the body of Christ as being a symbol that we are all put together and going to work in the church to be one with God. But, the body of Christ is one of the Biblical images which I far prefer to take absolutely literally. Once we have this transfusion of blood, the only way this can happen is for us to share in Jesus' blood type. 

You cannot give a B+ person a transfusion of O- blood. That person will die. And, in order for us to receive that transfusion we must become cleansed. The two work together. If Jesus simply injects His blood into us, then we will reject it. That happens all the time. But, through prayer and meditation, through repentance, through a desire to turn to the light and live a life that is good and loving, our bodies become attuned to His. We share in His blood type. We can then receive that transfusion, and we eventually become an individual cell in the literal body of Christ. 

God wants to become reincarnated in each of us. The Bible is abundantly clear on that. In order to do so, God is carrying on many steps through the ministry of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, the Word and the Sacraments of Faith, to enable us to become one with Him, that Christ might live in our hearts, that we might come to the point, as St. Paul did, to say that it is no longer I who lived, but Christ who lives in me. 

If the entire planet was full of people who could make that proclamation, and we would all be working in harmony with each other, there would be no more hatred. There would be no more war. There would actually be no more need for money. Everyone would share, and they would share alike. 

We would then see that this one presence, this one Mind Of God, was living Himself out through all of us. That is the power of the blood. We are becoming, slowly, for many of us far, far too slowly, the body of Christ. We are the flesh, the individual cells. He is the animating spirit. His is the life giving blood, and we are being formed up into a unity of the one holy church, the bride of Christ, the body of Christ. For a bride's body, the Bible is also clear, is not her own, but her husband's, just as a husband's body is not his own, but his wife's. The two shall become one flesh. Christ and His church are becoming one flesh. This too, is through the powerful miracle of the blood. 

Part 14 God's blood pumps through your veins 
For me, this is the encapsulation, the summary, of everything we have said before. God's blood is real. It contains all life. It transports the oxygen, which is the revealing spirit. It brings all nourishment to the soul. This blood is universal for all people. It will heal your hurts; it will fight your diseases; and, it will build us up into one holy body. 

What the cross of Jesus says, in part, to me, is that God's blood courses through our veins as we are being built up into His holy temple. This is a beautiful image, which I think we need to meditate upon. That is why I have spent so much time in these 14 sections looking at the power in the blood. There is power in the blood of Jesus, and that power is not something which stays outside of us. That is a power which we can actually feel, which symbolically we eat, which we drink, with which we become transfused. God's blood pumps in your veins. 

If we meditated upon this and this alone, this contains the power to transform our lives. You are not some ugly disgusting creature. You have been redeemed. You have had your blood cleansed by the blood of Jesus. The entire mechanism by which you are to receive the enlightened spirit of oxygen, the entire power by which your life is to be nourished with hope, with joy, with ecstasy, with love, the entire way in which you are going to prevent further diseases from happening, and, if you have problems, the way in which you will be cleansed and healed is none other than that blood which dripped from Jesus on Mt. Calvary. God's blood pulses through your veins. You are the literal actual body of Christ. 

STATION 6: THE FOCUS OF PROPHECY
This is a scandalous area for liberal theologians. Are there indeed any prophecies regarding Jesus in what we now call the Old Testament? For those theologians who wish to discount miracles and discount the resurrection, they likewise must discount any notion of prophecy, because a prophecy is fortune telling. It's predicting something that's going to happen in the future, and in a purely mechanistic biomechanical world, there could be no such things as miracles. 

But, I think that is a tragedy. To imagine that all that happened in the Bible is that the disciples and the followers of Jesus looked through the Old Testament and discovered passages which they could posthumously apply to Jesus, I think is to miss a very important point. 

Station 6, indicates to us that Jesus' death and His resurrection were the focus of prophecy. God foretold ages past what He would be doing in this remarkable event. In keeping with my style, I am not going to account for you passage after passage of the Bible writings which account or amount to prophecies regarding Jesus' action. 

There are many of them, and if you care at all about Christianity or the Bible, you should pursue them yourself. God let people know in advance what was happening. This is something very important about the nature of God. Jesus was not the only person or the only event to have been prophesied. You can see the entire Old Testament, in many ways, as being a prophecy. 

When God delivered the Ten Commandments and the rest of the Deuteronomic law through Moses, He said, do this so that you may live. That is a prophecy, ladies and gentlemen. If you will follow these precepts, then this will happen. That's foretelling the future. 

Jesus prophesied when He said, "Seek and Ye shall find." If we seek, then we will discover what we are looking for. When God tells us do this and do not do that, because this or that will happen, He's giving guidance to us. In exactly the same way, He was giving guidance to the human race for hope and expectations. We often encounter difficulties in life. We face the uncertainties of a job lay off, perhaps a desperate sickness in the family, earthquakes, floods, or natural disasters. We can have large amounts of anxiety about that. As we course through time, one way or the other, the situation resolves itself. We find that all of the anxiety and worry ultimately did not serve any purpose. We wasted a lot of valuable time and energy thinking about these things in a very negative framework. That is why anxiety is spoken of so negatively. God knows that anxiety can kill you faster than whatever you are anxious about. What does this have to do with prophecy? 

Well, you see, God wants to step in to our darkness, in our current situation where we cannot see the future. We cannot see the resolution of the situation that is causing us such difficulties. He prophesied to us that all will be well. He stepped into the darkness of the human race and prophesied to the Old Testament prophets that He would send a redeemer. Be of good cheer. He likewise wants to step into your life and speak words of prophecy to you. I will never leave you. I will never forsake you. Nothing can separate you from my love. Persevere, and you will be victorious. This is why when we discount prophesy, I think we do ourselves a great harm. 

Once again, I am not overly concerned about the historical nature of prophesy. If these prophecies actually happened and Isaiah and Ezekiel and David had visions of the future that became absolutely 100% true, so what. What does that matter? If God did that then and it is a fact of history, then ultimately it is dead. It has no lasting value. But, if we can see that God in that darkness stepped in to prophetically proclaim that Jesus would come, that He would suffer, and He would rise again, then we can have faith that God likewise can prophesy to us in our lives, that we will overcome, that He will always be with us. 

If we can have faith that He kept His word throughout the ages of time to send the redeemer, then we can have faith that He will enter our lives, touch us, and keep His word. This can help strengthen our faith and remove our anxieties. If we know that all is going to be well, then we do not have to spend as much time and energy worrying. We can spend more time concentrating on the problem, trying to be a channel of peace to help those around us who may not be able to deal with the situation so well. 

There is great power here. This station of the cross is a very practical one. Yes, I am perfectly happy to accept that God did foretell Jesus' life, His death and His resurrection. But, it is much more important to see how that pertains to us today. God is the same yesterday, today and forever. He has not forgotten you. He has not forsaken you. He will not abandon you. He can step into your life and prophesy. 

It is important to remain open to this voice of God. I had an event in my life a little over 11 years ago, where I felt a tugging at my heart to do something. The challenge in life is to tell the difference between what is your own human natural urgings and what is the voice of God. How do you tell the difference? Well, if it were easy, everyone could do it. I cannot give you a magical formula. God will always only work in accordance with His word, a word of love, a word of opportunity, a word of fulfillment, a word of grace. I felt a tugging at my heart and I felt that it was, if it was not God's direct guidance, it, at least, was not against His will. 

When I followed that word, when I followed that prophecy, within six short months, my life was absolutely transformed. And, it is only because of following that voice that you are able to have this document in your hands today. The details do not matter. What is important is to understand is that through the death and resurrection of Jesus, the focus of His prophecy, that power to foretell the future is real, and is still alive and operating today. It is ready to operate in your life here and now to give you guidance through the uncertain futures, and most importantly, to help remove and eliminate entirely all anxiety. 

STATION 7: THE REDUCTION/EXPANSION OF THE CHOSEN ONE
In the Garden of Eden, God delivered the first prophecy that through the seed of the woman, He would send a deliverer. He is the one who would stomp upon the serpent's head. At that point, the entire future of the human race lay open before Adam and Eve. There was a wide open field of possibilities. It could have been literally anyone. Over the course of time, God sought to reduce these possibilities. His chosen one had to be reduced from the multitudes of the human race to become one single person. So, eventually God created His relationship with the chosen ones of Israel, the Hebrews. The Hebrews had 12 tribes, and God prophesied that the chosen one would come from the house of Judah. God further prophesied that the chosen one would be of the direct lineage of the house of David, and that from that house, would come a virgin who would bare the Messiah. 

So we see the totality of the human race being reduced to the Hebrews, being reduced to the Tribe of Judah, being reduced to the lineage of David, being reduced to the offspring of a virgin. So God's chosen one becomes more and more and more reduced until finally Mary gives birth and Jesus hangs all alone upon the Cross. 

The entire multitude comes down to one person. That is the reduction of the chosen one. Then we have the expansion of the chosen one. After His resurrection, Jesus appears first to Mary and to Peter, to the 12, and finally upon Pentecost, the wind of God's presence appears to hundreds. We have 5,000 people baptized, and finally we see that the flow of God is to encompass the entire human race as His chosen ones. 

Jesus becomes the one, and the one becomes the two, becoming the 12, becoming the 400, becoming the 5,000, becoming the multitude. 

Why do I call this a station of the Cross? I have learned from the Cross that Jesus hung there all alone, and that the sum totality of the human race led up to that one unique moment. The sum totality of the human race has resulted and been affected by that event. In this respect, you can see that Jesus' death and resurrection becomes the focus of time. All events led up to this one death and resurrection, and all events have led from it. 

This is what the philosophers call the mythic center. This is not to imply in any way that the death and resurrection are not facts of history, but rather that these events within history take upon trans-temporal ramifications and therefore become the focus of all history. For the Hebrews, the central event is the Passover. All of history led up to it, and all subsequent history can be seen and understood in terms of it. It is exactly the same thing with Jesus' death and resurrection. 

The reduction and expansion of the chosen one is intimately connected to being the focus of all time. All events led up to this death, and all events have led away from this resurrection. 

In order for Jesus to fully be here, many things had to happen. He had to create a chosen people who could understand sacrifice and who could understand moral law. He had to create an occupying territory, such as the Romans, who could effect the crucifixion of an innocent man. Many things had to occur in order for the human race to be prepared for Jesus. Now, what is there to be learned about this? Once again, if this is simply a fact of history, it becomes meaningless. 

Our lives today can be seen as a reenactment of Jesus' death and resurrection. His death and resurrection are meaningless, if they are simply facts of history. But as the focus of history, we are associated daily and constantly with that Passion event. 

We are a part of the expansion of the chosen ones. There is yet even more here. We, too, are the result of the reduction and expansion of being a chosen one. 

You stand on hills of long forgotten yesterdays. All of your ancestors add up to the tens of thousands of thousands. If you go back to your great, great grandparents a thousand generations back, there is no way to count the number of people and the interactions of lives that have led to your birth and have led to you reading this very word on this page. This is the reduction of the chosen one, because you, too, are chosen of God. All of the human race and all events in the past have led up to this moment, right here and right now. That is you, and only you. You are important. 

You also now stand at the Nexus, wherein all of your events and all of your life will touch uncountable people in the future. Your events will expand. You might be a great world political leader, or a major architectural designer who will build a house that thousands will see, or a great inventor. Maybe all you will do is raise your children. But, by raising even one child, that child will grow to touch many other lives, and you will thus have influence beyond your wildest dreams and imagination. 

Jesus is the focus of time. All of infinite eternity past has led up to you, and all of infinite eternity future will lead away from you. The here and the now is the focal point. Jesus, as He was the focal point of prophecy, was the focal point of the chosen one. He was the focal point of time. You are no less important. You are the focus of God's prophecy, because He does wish to speak about you. You are God's chosen one. You are the focus of time. The here and now, the life which you live, is the only reality. This is a holy and sacred gift.

STATION 8: THE FULFILLMENT OF PASSOVER
For the Jewish people, there are many focal points of their religion. The most important religious celebration is the Sabbath, one day out of seven to commemorate God's peace and God's rest. Aside from that, the Jewish Passover is the most significant event in their religious life. The Jews were held as slaves for over 400 years in Egypt, and as virtually everyone knows, they were delivered from slavery by the hand of God through His messenger Moses. 

The final act before Pharaoh agreed to let the Hebrews go is what is known as the Passover. After repeated warnings and instructions, God was left with no choice but to deliver the final curse, the death of all of the first born in Egypt. The night of the Passover, the Hebrews were to offer a sacrifice and put the blood of the sacrifice upon the door posts. When the angel of Judgment passed through Egypt, they were protected by the blood on the door posts, and the angel of Death passed over their homes. 

The next day in absolute shock and despondency, the Pharaoh let them go. This is a highly significant event in the lives of Jewish people, and some time in very early spring each year, the Passover is commemorated with a Sedar, wherein the events of that night are remembered and symbolically reenacted. 

For Christianity, the Passover has become a symbol of great proportion. Egypt has come to symbolize the state of sin that we each find ourselves in. Held prisoner in bondage to sin, we experience the idea of the Angel of Death passing through our lives to wreak a horrid vengeance upon us. Through the blood of Jesus, God passes over those who are a part of the New Covenant Relationship. 

What is truly remarkable, is the manner in which the blood at the Passover was applied to the door posts. First, the blood was applied to the cross beam in the center, then the blood would drip down from there, hitting the ground. Secondly, the left and the right sides of the door frame were likewise marked. 

This act was in the perfect shape of a cross. As a prophesy, as a symbolic event, Passover finds fulfillment in the death and resurrection of Jesus. You could say that as important as Passover was, it was simply a hint of the greater fulfillment of the greater event wherein God's Angel of Death passes over all people who are marked with the blood of the slain lamb.

STATION 9: THERE IS LIFE AFTER DEATH
This is a matter of quite some controversy in today's materialistic atheistic world. The prevailing view, evidently worldwide, is that when you die, you are dead, just like turning off a television screen, there is simply no more. 

This view affects all aspects of our lives, for certainly our actions and motivations are quite different. If we feel that we are living for the here and the now, that we must grab all that we can in life, that all that we are living for is simple common sensual pleasure, that is a very different perspective than if we think that we are living a life time of eternity, that this physical incarnation is merely one moment within the eternity of our lives. 

What evidence is there? 

One of the things that Christianity wants to say, one of the things which we can learn from the Cross, is that there is life after death. If nothing else, Jesus' death and resurrection testifies to us that the death of the physical body is not the end of existence. This is a concept which even most Christians do not genuinely believe. Most people, who think they want eternal life, do not know what to do with a rainy afternoon. Most people, who think that they want to preserve their individual identities forever and ever, have no concept of what it means to truly be alive. 

Within the mechanized view, all life proceeds from biology. The chemicals of the body in the world around us interacted, some cosmic lightning bolt struck the primordial ooze, and this chemical interaction, which we call life, came into existence. All thought is a result from this chemical interaction. Therefore, when the biological processes stop, all thought and all consciousness likewise cease. 

But such is not the truth. There is far more evidence to indicate that the body proceeds from the life source than vice versa. 

Jesus showed us through His resurrection that there is no end to our physical life. Though the body may die, we continue. Over the course of time, especially in recent years, we know of many people who have died and been resurrected. They may have, through some medical event, have had a heart attack or a seizure or whatever, and through the intervention of medical industry been, essentially resurrected. Many of them relay different stories of what they saw or felt. I'm not going to go into the particulars here. There are plenty of books for you to research this, if you choose. 

But the key point I wish to make, is that biological sciences, medical sciences, a certain amount of logic, at least to many people, and the Passion of Jesus, are all in harmony to say that the death of the body is not the death of the individual. 

Now what happens after you die? 

Well, you wind up in the next world, and all I will say in this context is that you retain your thoughts, you retain your memories, you remain the same person, only you no longer have a physical body with which to interact. 

It is quite clear from Jesus' resurrection, that He knew who He was. He still recognized the people that He had worked with. He still understood the geography. His thoughts, His memories, His desires, and His personality were unchanged through this death. 

Now, there is a certain controversy within the Christian world as to the nature of His resurrection. I have touched on this before. I am perfectly willing to grant that He was able to make His body appear to be actual material flesh and bone, and yet no flesh and bone body that I know of is capable of, all of a sudden, appearing in a room. or of changing its appearance so that people can and cannot recognize it. No physical body that I'm aware of is capable of floating up into the sky. I think it is most reasonable to conclude that Jesus had a spirit body, which He was able to condense into physical matter. I believe it is perfectly consistent with Biblical record to come to this conclusion. There is life after death, and there are many people for whom this is the ultimate fear. They fear they will close their eyes, simply never wake up, and, find on the other side, there is nothing, only emptiness. 

The gospel of Christ, the Passion, His death and resurrection, is here to say "No, that is not true." Just as He said to the thief on the Cross, "This day you will be with me in paradise." There is no soul sleep. 

Jesus didn't have to wait a thousand years in order to be in paradise with the thief. We do not go to this place of the dead, wherein we hang around in a state of suspended animation waiting for our bodies to become physically resurrected some several thousand years down the road. No, there is a continuity of consciousness. You retain your personality. You retain your appearance, although you can clean it up a bit, and you continue. 

I go into much greater detail about this in my writing, "Self Mover." There I attempt to show how your relationship to your body is exactly the same as your relationship to your car. When you step out of the car you do not die. You simply stop operating that vehicle. When you experience physical death, you do not die. You simply step out of that physical vehicle. 

For those of you who are interested, I suggest you check that document. 

STATION 10: IT IS OK TO BE ALONE
Jesus is hanging upon the Cross and He sees His mother, Mary, and He sees His beloved disciple, John. And He says, "Mother, behold thy son, son behold thy mother." 

This was a legal ceremony of immense importance. Why, we will see in a moment. Jesus died utterly and completely alone. The Hebrew people, of whom He was a part, had rejected Him. The multitudes, to whom He had preached and fed, had turned on Him. His inner most circle, His 12 apostles, ran and hid in fear. His closest friend, Simon Peter, betrayed Him and denounced that he ever even knew Him. 

One of His closest friends, Judas, turned Him over to the authorities to be arrested. And, here upon the Cross in this legal ceremony, He officially states that Mary is not His mother. "Mother, behold thy son, son, behold thy mother," is a statement wherein a dying man can renounce all of His claim as a son to all rights of inheritance, name and privilege, even in the event of His miraculous survival. And at the same time, the disciple, John, takes upon himself the responsibilities of caring for His new mother. 

But it did not end there. No, Jesus as He hangs upon the Cross, utters the final statement of aloneness, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" So here the Prophet, Priest and King, the Healer, the Lover of All the Human Race, hangs dying absolutely alone. 

He has no people, for they have rejected Him. He has no country, for they have renounced Him, removed all of His rights of citizenship, and are executing Him for crimes against the state. He has no followers, He has no disciples, He has no friends, He has no robe, He has no money, He does not have a mother, and He does not even have a God. 

Now, I don't know about you, but I often think about that, because Oh, so many times in my life, I feel completely alone. There are things about me which people find very difficult to accept. One group of people might understand one part of me, another group may be comfortable with a second part of me. I find that in my life I have to live almost separate identities, and that no one, often and including my closest relatives and family, absolutely no one, is comfortable with the totality of who and what I am. 

When I close my eyes at night, I am alone. Ultimately no one is responsible for my life but me. No one can make my decisions for me, and I sometimes feel so utterly and completely alone. I believe, based upon conversations I have had with people, that this is a very familiar feeling. Many people think and feel this way. Even a mother, or a father, or a spouse with whom we live for 50 years, cannot possibly understand us in our innermost depths. We have had thoughts and feelings and desires and experiences a thousand times beyond those which even our closet confidant could ever know. The hidden thoughts, the secret dreams, the fantasies, the day dreaming, all of these combine to create a inner world, far more vast than the sum total of all of our external achievements and words. 

Therefore, truly there is no one on this earth who is even remotely capable of understanding us. We are utterly alone. But the Gospel of Christ, the death and resurrection of Jesus says to us that is okay. Jesus, the Son of God, was alone, too. He died completely alone, symbolically and literally, because when He finally gave up the ghost, there was no soul inside of His body but His own. 

But this aloneness, you see, is not the end of the story. It is all right to be alone because Jesus on the Cross hung there and died alone. The purpose of His story is to tell us that there is resurrection. Jesus did not spend eternity alone. After His resurrection, He appeared to Mary and the disciples and many people. He ascended to the Father. He sits at the right hand of the throne of glory. He receives the worship and adoration and love of uncountable millions of people, and He will never be alone again. 

There are dark of valleys in the journey of our life, and sometimes we do travel literally through the valley of the shadow of death. That's okay when you feel alone, feel that no one understands you, or feel that no one cares about you. You are in good company. Jesus understands. Jesus knows, and you will be okay. There will be resurrection. There will be a new community. There are people on this earth who do genuinely care. Do not be afraid to be alone. Do not be afraid of your innermost thoughts and secrets. Do not be afraid because He is with you always, even unto the ends of the age.

STATION 11: THE GOSPEL OF FAILURE
Most of you know that the word "gospel" means good news, thus the title of this station would be translated, "the good news of failure." How can failure possibly be good news? 

The Christian Gospel is quite clear that failure, like being alone is okay. We base almost all of our self worth upon our achievements. When you go to any meeting of a social group, after the original exchange of names, people usually will find ask one of two things. Number 1, "Where do you work or what is your job?" If that person doesn't get a satisfactory enough answer to that question, he asks, "Are you going to school?" 

You only get asked the second question if the inquirer was not sufficiently impressed with your job. We want to make sure that we have a lot of money, and we measure ourselves against other people on the basis of our income, by how much money we have in the bank, the size of our home, how liquid we are, what kind of car we drive. All of these things add up to being much of who and what we are. 

We add to that our accomplishments. I won a Superbowl; I created a new invention; I composed a symphony; I helped build a bridge; I'm the President of the United States. And, we imagine that these accomplishments mean something. 

Ultimately, of course, they mean nothing, and if we are wise in the spirit, we will see that these kind of small secular materialistic accomplishments are ultimately fruitless. There is something more. We can try to accomplish things for the good of others, for the good of society. We are actually capable of selflessness. We are capable of trying to raise our children just for our children's sake. We are capable of trying to operate a soup kitchen simply because we want to help feed people. We can try teaching and talking and ministering to simply enable people to have a better life. But in all of these things, whether we are attempting to acquire wealth or increase our pleasure or serve humanity, there is always the possibility and the likelihood of failure. 

I have seen many people's lives destroyed through failure. They reach a certain level of achievement, usually in the business world, achieve a certain income level and surround themselves with the tricks and toys of success--the big house, the big car, the big important spending accounts, and then through the slings and arrows of fortune, find themselves cast aside. The money stops flowing in. They lose the house. They declare bankruptcy. They have to get a smaller, older car. Many of these people enter states of great lengthy depression, as though they have lost some important part of their identity. 

This is tragic. One of the things which the Bible tells us so clearly is that we are saved by grace through faith, and that not of ourselves it is the gift of God. If we translate that into the 20th century, it comes out something like there is not job you can do, there is no accomplishment you can have. There is no failure you can undergo to make you any more or less worthy of God's love. 

To the extent that we attach ourselves and our self worth to our external material objects and to our accomplishments, we fail to be at the core of life. We fail to understand deeply who and what we are. 

But failure can be a gospel. Failure can be good news. Failure can be the beginning of a brand new adventure. 

Christ's Passion is about the Gospel of Failure. Jesus was, from an earthly perspective, a failure. He tried to get people to understand the Kingdom of God. He tried to enable people to overcome their sin, to repent, to seek for God's righteousness. He tried to get people to lead new lives, alive to God, to knock on the door of Heaven, and to seek and discover all truths. 

He tried to enable His disciples to understand who He was. He failed. From one perspective, Jesus was a complete failure. His message was not received. The people turned against Him. The disciples, after three years of intensive study, did not understand one word He meant. This is obvious, because they were still arguing among themselves, even at the final Passover, as to was going to get the seat of greatest authority. 

He tried to teach people peace and love, and they responded only with war, violence, and hate. And, He died a complete and utter failure. His ministry was broken. He had lost relationship with all of His people, and all that He could see was failure. 

This failure, however, is never the end of the story, just as being alone is never the end of the story. Just as death is never the end of the story, so too, failing is never the end of the story, because there is always new life. There are always new opportunities. After you leave your current business, there are new horizons. After you have had your ministry torn from you, despite your best efforts, there are new opportunities. When you lose your home because of financial difficulties, there are new places to live. When Jesus died upon that cross, it was not the end. No, it was just the beginning. The Gospel of Failure is such that you need not be afraid to fail, because even if you do at this particular time, there is always another opportunity for success just around the corner. 

One thing which motivational speakers try to get people to do is live their lives and take actions as though they could not fail. What would you do with your life if you knew that whatsoever you sought, you would succeed at? What would you do? Would you run for political office? Would you compose a symphony? Would you become a world evangelist? Would you become a doctor and find the cure for cancer? What would you do? 

The Gospel of Failure is that no matter how dark it looks, sunrise can never be more than a few hours away. Even in the darkest place on the Earth, the North Pole with its 6 months of darkness, daylight is only a few months away. There is always resurrection. As long as there is life, there is always hope. There is always opportunity. And, life is eternal. Life does not die. 

The Gospel of Failure can empower you to overcome your fears, and to not take upon yourself the castigation which we so often do by blaming yourself for your failure. Jesus was the incarnate Son of God, but the people did not understand His message. They did not accept His ministry. His friends turned on Him and He died, from an earthly perspective, an absolute total abject disaster. If He was an earthly pastor, we would have to give Him an "F-." 

But, He knew that it was not His responsibility. You see one of the most powerful ideas in the world is the notion as it says in the Bible that whatsoever we do in thought, word or deed, do all to the glory of God. Now what does that mean? What practical use is that? How do we actually put that into our lives? 

We do what we do because we think it is the right thing, because it is what we are called to do, because it is God's will. That is what that verse is saying. To put it into different words, we should work without attachment to the fruit of our labors. We shouldn't be so connected or so concerned with the results. If our actions are good and our actions are right, then from that perspective we are a success, period, regardless of what comes about from our actions. 

You see, we cannot control how people react to us. Every human being has free will. Sometimes people will like us; sometimes they won't. Even if we are absolutely perfect, even if we are pure love, even if our motivations are entirely perfect, even if we are the Son of God himself, that does not mean that good results are going to come about from our actions. People may not like us. People may feel threatened by us. People may reject us. 

Just like cockroaches scurrying into the night, very often we as human beings prefer the darkness to the light. The Bible itself tells you this. 

So, the Gospel of Failure acknowledges that it is not a question of what results your actions take. Jesus did not go to the Cross thinking that His entire life had been a waste. There's no indication of that whatsoever. In fact, the exact opposite is true. Look at His final high priestly prayer in the Gospel of John in the last chapters where He is praying just before He is arrested. He is saying that He did what was right, He made the Father's Name known to the disciples. He did what was good and thanked God for the opportunity. He prayed that God would strengthen His efforts. 

The fact that His disciples were about to abandon Him, the fact that they really didn't understand anything about who He was or what He was doing, the fact that the multitudes were about to reject Him, and the fact that the state was going to execute Him for crimes against humanity did not matter. 

The good news of failure is that as long as our motives are pure and we are doing what is right, then the doing of that righteousness is enough. That is all that matters. It is not simply because we will eventually get the righteous rewards. No, doing good is itself enough. Being good is enough. There will always be resurrection. 

God has many things planned for us in the rest of eternity. We must disassociate ourselves from constantly thinking that we are the sum total of our material possessions. We must disassociate ourselves from thinking that we are our accomplishments. We must disassociate ourselves from thinking that we are a bad person because certain projects or activities do not have a anticipated or hoped for or desired result. 

We must do everything in thought, word, and deed to the glory of God. We must work and do and think and be, without concern for the results. You see, results can be a very tricky thing. Just because something is popular or successful, doesn't mean that it's good. Adolph Hitler was a very popular, highly successful person. That does not mean that he was good or he was right. 

On the other extreme, Jesus was a very unpopular, unsuccessful person, but that does not mean that He is wrong. This is what the death and resurrection of Jesus teaches us. The Gospel of Failure. 

STATION 12: BIRTH IS DEATH, DEATH IS BIRTH
There is something remarkable in the Bible, which I have not heard any other Christian commentator's note. That is the miraculous way the Bible is so clear to parallel Jesus' birth with His death. I will attempt to explain this to you the best I can. 

The basic idea is that Jesus existed before He came to the Earth. He came to the Earth, and then He left the Earth and continues to exist. Just like someone who earns a dollar and spends a dollar, ultimately the end result is nothing. If I take one breath in and give one breath out, ultimately I have completed one cycle, and have accomplished essentially nothing. 

That is one of the secret hidden messages in the Bible. By secret, I do not mean cultic or evil. I simply mean it is a message which all of us have overlooked. Jesus' birth and His death are portrayed in the Bible as being essentially identical events. They both have several things in common. 

Number 1, they were foretold by prophets. The Old Testament prophets proclaimed the coming of the Messiah through His virgin birth, and also proclaimed the suffering servant of God, who would be slain for all us. 

Number 2, they both had witnesses. Jesus' birth was witnessed by the Wise men. Jesus' death was witnessed by His mother and other people at Golgotha. 

Number 3, it was miraculous. The virgin birth was as miraculous as the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. 

Number 4, they both involved sacrifice. It is clear that Jesus emptied himself, though He existed in the form of God, in order to come to the Earth in the form of a humble servant. That involved sacrifice. To be born on the Earth, having dwelt in the Celestial Kingdom, involved great sacrifice. So, too, to go through this very painful death upon the tree was likewise a great sacrifice. 

Number 5, angels attended both His death and His resurrection. Angels danced in the fields declaring, joy to the world the Lord has come. And, the angel appeared at the tombstone on Easter morning to tell the disciples that He is not here, He is risen. 

Number 6, they were both accompanied by signs and wonders in Heaven. We have the appearance of the Star of Bethlehem for Jesus' birth, and we have the great darkness which passed over the face of the Earth during His death. 

Number 7, they were both accompanied by blood and pain. Birth is a very a painful bloody experience for a mother. Likewise as we've already discussed, Jesus' death was very bloody and extremely painful. 

Number 8, they both brought salvation. Jesus' birth brought the Savior and salvation to the world. Jesus' death poured out salvation to all mankind for all time. 

Number 9, they both involved a tearing of the veil to the sanctuary. As a virgin, Mary retained her hymen, which is the thin membrane covering to the vagina. Upon Jesus' birth, He came from the inner sanctuary of her womb, tore the veil of her temple and was born. Upon His death, the veil of YHWH's temple, which separated the people from God, was also torn. 

I find these 9 elements to be astounding in their parallel nature. The angel appears before Jesus is born. Jesus is born. Jesus dies, and there is an angel to appear after His resurrection. The signs and the wonders in heavens and all of these various events seem to be mirror images, one of the other. 

Jesus tears the veil of the sanctuary coming out into the world, and as He leaves the world, the pathway for all people to gain access to YHWH's Sanctuary likewise becomes torn and made available to everyone. What is the Bible telling us here. I think it is quite clear. Birth is death, death is birth. 

The soul, as it dwells in oneness with the mother, feels no pain, needs of nothing, rests at one with the universe naturally, automatically, receiving all nourishment from the mother. That is the state to which we seek to attain. We wish to go to heaven, wherein we have no more struggle, no more pain. We want to be enveloped within the womb of God. 

The baby experiences birth as a death, a wrenching away, an ugly unpleasant experience. The soul that leaves the body experiences death as a birth into the new world back into the loving arms of oneness with God. Birth is death, and death is birth. You have already gone through the hard part. You have been born. You are here on the Earth. You need not be afraid. The good part is just around the corner. 

It has been said that one of the reasons that God saves death for the end is that it's like dessert. He wants to save the best for the last. He wants to help us all to have comfort over the uncertainty and fear of the future. That is why, I think, God spent so much time to very carefully lay out this scheme within the Bible. 

He wants us to understand that birth for the baby is not a happy event. It is a happy event for those around the baby. Death is actually a joyous ecstasy, as the soul is no longer entrapped within the body, although for those around it, it is a sadness. What comes in, must go out. We breath in; we breathe out. What goes up, must come down. As we come into the world, we must leave the world. 

It is also quite clear that there is nothing to fear here. Death is nature. Death is as much a part of life as birth. I understand the scriptures, and I understand the feeling that death is the final enemy. There is great truth here because those parts of you which are not in tune with eternal life must die away before you can experience the totality of eternal life. 

So it is true that the wages of sin is death. It is absolutely true that death is the final enemy to be conquered. But, in terms of pure biology, death is as natural and normal a part of existence as birth is. If nothing died, nothing could live. It is only the leaves and decayed bark and branches of dead trees which are able to nourish the forest. Without death, there can be no life. Birth is a death; death is a birth to the new world. The Passion of Christ tells us so. 

STATION 13: JESUS DIED FOR YOU
Notice how much we have seen over the previous stations. Notice that we have not yet talked about what it means for Jesus to have died for you. We will not discuss it here. This is such a weighty and important issue, that I must reserve a completely separate document for it. You will find all of my thoughts about this very essential matter in my writing, "In The Garden". 

Yes, one of the things which Jesus' Passion has to teach us is that He did die for you to atone for sin. But, I will say that we have not properly understood what that means. I know how frightening that sounds to you, but I invite you to find that writing and judge for yourself.

STATION 14: LIFE BEYOND EGO, OR, "YOU" DON'T EXIST 
This is a very challenging and often threatening concept for people, strangely enough, often more so for those in the Christian church. One of the things which religious people seek is the preservation of their individual identity for all of eternity. 

Sometimes this can lead to more ego, instead of less. First, we must define the term What is meant by the word "ego?" Ego is: selfishness, I, me, mine; the individual as apart from and separate from the group; serving the individual's needs, wants, and desires, at the cost and sacrifice of the needs, wants, and desires of the group. 

Ego is the primal sin. For those of you who have read "In The Garden," this is hopefully quite clear. Ego is the separating point between us and the world, between us and our fellow human beings, between us and God. 

Often, what happens in the church is an expansion and enhancement of ego. We believe that, sometimes, God has saved us, whatever that might mean, and that this means that we, with our individual personality, will exist forever and ever and ever. We believe that the "I, me, my" will be blessed by God and made immortal. This is not entirely true. You ultimately do not exist. Now how in the world do I attempt to gain this from the death and resurrection of Jesus? 

The first thing you must understand, is that when Jesus talks about His disciples, He says that if anyone wants to follow me, he or she must take up his or her cross and follow me into life everlasting. "Taking up the Cross" has been misunderstood for centuries and taken, the majority of the time, to be some kind of affliction, whether it's a pain in the back, or a mother-in-law that we do not particularly like, or a car that does not run right. These silly examples are considered to be the cross we must bare. That has absolutely nothing to do with the reality of the situation. The cross, which we must bare, is the vehicle upon which our ego will be killed. This, too, is quite clear in "In The Garden." 

Jesus had His own will in the Garden of Gethsemane, which was separate from God's will. But, the crucial point was that He said, "Not my will but thy will be done." 

You can put it in the following phrase, not my way but YHWH. This works. You see Jesus died to Himself. He laid aside His own personal needs, wants, and desires, out of love and obedience for the sake of His disciples, for the sake of the proclamation, for the sake of obeying God's will. 

When He did that, He was like the seed which fell into the ground and died. That is His death. The death that He died was not so much a death of the body, although that is absolutely a crucial aspect of the revelation, but the death that He truly died was even more so a death of the self will, a death of ego. 

You are called to unite with Jesus. It is not enough to simply believe that He did this or that, or to sing songs, or even write lengthy pamphlets. No, it is essential that you become one with Jesus. As the book of Romans makes so clear, we must be baptized into His death and united with Him in His crucifixion, that our old sin nature might be done away with, so that we might be resurrected to walk with Him in the new perfected light. 

That is an essential aspect of the Gospel. No one need follow Napoleon Bonaparte's steps in order to be a disciple of Napoleon. No one has to actually perform the experiments which Alexander Graham Bell performed in order to learn from him. But, if we truly wish to learn anything from Jesus,, then merely studying or thinking or listening or believing is absolutely insufficient. 

We must merge with Him entirely. We must become one with Him, so that the life He lived, we live; so that the campaign against sin and ego which He waged, we wage; and, that the death He died and the resurrection which He experienced both become our present experiential reality. This is a merging of self into the higher order. You and your ego and your own self will must become sublimated to the point where you are willing to let God live through you, you are willing to let Jesus live through you. 

This is life beyond ego. You must be able to say with Jesus, not my will but thy will be done. I look at this much like a loudspeaker in a stereo system. The world's most perfect loudspeaker has never been invented. The absolutely perfect loudspeaker would reproduce the music absolutely perfectly as it was recorded. But, speakers will add their own coloration. They will maybe make the highs a little bit too shrill. Maybe they're too dim. The bass becomes thicker or lacks bottom end. Spatial separation becomes lost because the two speakers do not work in phase, and so we cannot visually pinpoint within the stereo field exact individual instruments. 

I could, of course, go on and on. Every speaker adds its own tiny little personal interpretation of the music. This personal interpretation is undesired. It is a darkening. It is a pollution. It is a decreasing of the original purity of the music. Each human being is the same way. The ideal perfect human being, Christ incarnate, is simply a channel of God's mind, God's presence, God's will. God is, if you will, the music. We are the speakers. We are here not to add in our own coloration, not to distort the sound, not to amplify things that God did not mean to be amplified, but rather to communicate and express exactly what the music intended. This is life beyond ego. 

The ego is a funny thing. Just like the Bible says, "Thinking themselves to be wise, they became as fools." As we attempt to hold onto our individual ego, we actually limit ourselves. We think that if we give up, that we will become nothing, that we have to add in our proverbial two cents' worth in order to be a real human being. 

But, it's only to the extent that stereo does not add in its coloration, that it becomes truly worthwhile. If we could ever find that perfect stereo that had no distortion or coloration of any kind, people would worship that sound. The speakers which add in their own interpretation, so to speak, our worthless. The more they put in their own interpretation, the less value they are. So, too, with the ego. The more ego centered we are, the more we seek our own will and pathway, the less value we have. 

If you look at Jesus, there is something remarkable about Him. This man is worshipped by many, yet He said He was nothing. "Why do you call me good?" "God alone is good." 

"Father, I thank you that you have worked through me." He saw Himself merely as a conduit of God's healing power, of God's resurrection glory. He claimed no personal authority, but only that which God had given Him. "The words I speak," He said "were given to me by God." And this man, who in His egolessness sought only to declare the glory of God, winds up being worshipped by millions. 

That speaker system, if we ever find it, that perfectly delivers the music will be worshipped by audiophiles around the world, simply because it does not do its own thing. It is purely egoless; therefore, it expresses only the music. It is a perfect conduit for the higher message, for the source, for the music of the Son, for God. 

That is why I say that the ego is a fool, pretending to be wise and haughty and puffed up, and is truly nothing. Now, life beyond ego, to most people, seems to be impossible. But, there is a verse in the Bible which I keep coming back to constantly. Galatians 2 starting in verse 20, where Paul says, "It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me." 

Paul said that he didn't exist. Paul started out as a murderer. He was out to kill Christians and do whatever he could to block their lives. If a confessed, repentant murderer can, through his life of faith and devotion to Christ, come to the point that he recognizes that he does not exist, then so too you can come to the point where your ego is likewise slain. 

I think the Bible is very clear on this because the temptation would be too easy to say that, well this or that was easy for Jesus, because He was the Son of God. But, I'm not the Son of God; therefore, I cannot be expected to do these things. 

Ah, but the Bible says this is not the case. Jesus was the son of God, but St. Paul was just a murderous sinner, who through devotion, concentration, and faith, came to an awareness of the power and glory of the perfectly egoless state. 

St. Paul's name is emblazoned in every one of the hundreds of millions of Bibles on this earth, simply because he attempted to bypass his own thinking and declare simply the truth of God--to be the best mouthpiece that he could. Life beyond ego is possible. 

I wish to give you another indication that you ultimately exist, not in the way you think you do. The Bible tells us in 1st Corinthians, that eventually we will know everything about God that He knows about us. That's in 1st Corinthians 12. 

But, 1st Corinthians chapter 5 also tells us that nothing and no one can understand God except the mind of God, the mind of Christ. Just as no one can understand you and your thoughts except you and your mind, so too, no one can understand God and His thoughts except for God. And if I could transplant my brain into you, then you would know everything about me that I knew. That is the only way that you could gain that information. 

In exactly the same way, the Bible says, since in the promised day we are going to know as much about God as He knows about us, and He knows everything about us, how is this going to happen? Well, the only thing that can know anything about God is the mind of God. Therefore, in the glorious day of perfection, God's mind will understand God perfectly. That is a startling statement, but it is quite clear from the Biblical record. 

We are promised that we will understand everything about God, but we are told that the only thing that can understand God is God's mind Himself. That's why St. Paul says we have the mind of Christ. Eventually, that mind of Christ will grow and blossom inside of us, so that we will be able to say, it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me, and eventually will blossom to the point that we see and know, with all of the angels, the height and the depth of God. We will know everything about God that there is to know. In so doing, the only mechanism that will be able to do that is the mind of God itself. Where then is ego? Where do you fit into the picture? 

Obviously, this is a very high mystical type of a revelation which the Bible is giving to us, but the Bible is clear in other places, to say that we live in God, we move in God, we exist inside of God. Everything comes from Him, moves through Him, and returns to Him. Therefore, you as a little ego, are a temporary blip on the screen of infinite Godliness. And, once you, because it is you and your ego which controls your ego, allow yourself to become open to the grace of God, once you take up your cross and follow Jesus, once you become united with Him in His death, then you will be raised with Him to a glorious resurrection. That resurrection is one of absolute egolessness, wherein you flow in perfect harmony with the God of the Universe. 

This is possible. There is life beyond ego, and it is the glorious fulfillment of the ages. 

STATION 15: THE EUONGALEON
You can learn a lot about life from words. "Entomology" is the study of words, their history, and how they interact. I find this endlessly fascinating. Our word "gospel" comes from a Greek word "Euongaleon." "Euongaleon" means good news. The "eu" is a prefix meaning good, as in euphemism, euthanasia. "Euongaleon" is a derivative of angel or angelos, which means proclamation or messenger. 

Now, why do I give you this little bit of entomological history? It turns out that there is an astounding proclamation inside of the Bible which absolutely no one accepts. It is very scriptural. It is very sound, yet we cannot begin to comprehend its power and depth. 

Most people think that they are now an evil, wicked, sinner, whom God has not forgiven, that they are born and live in their sins and have no justification. This is scandalous, as it may sound, and is absolutely not true. People further think that once they accept Jesus as their Lord, that they at that point, receive a different status, that God at that moment stops holding their sin against them. That also is absolutely not true. 

Here is the scandalous verse in the Bible which contradicts all of these misconceptions. Romans 5:18, "So then as through one transgression, there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of righteousness, there resulted justification of life to all men." 

I advise you, if all of the reading you have done has instilled any confidence or trust in me as your author at all, re-read that verse several times until you have it memorized. 

What the verse tells us is something that goes completely beyond our normal way of thinking. Most people are comfortable with the notion of original sin. The idea is that Adam sinned, and that this sin cast all of his children likewise into sin. This is what the verse refers to when it talks about in the first half, so then as through one transgression, there resulted condemnation to all men. "Resulted" is past tense. Adam was cast from the Garden of Eden and set to live a life, basically, of slavery. 

If a person is captured by another and forced to be a slave, then all of that person's children will likewise be born in slavery. Adam's sin resulted in condemnation to all men. This is past tense. You do not need to lend a cent to this in order for it to be true. You do not have to believe in it. You do not have to accept it. It remains true, regardless of how you understand things. A baby does not have to understand or accept that the baby is a slave, in order for it to, nevertheless, be true. 

The Bible is clear. If you are comfortable and can truly understand that notion, then the remarkable and astounding notion that the Bible is going to tell you, is that exactly the same thing occurs through Jesus' death and resurrection, because the second half of the verse says, "Even so in exactly the same way through one act of righteousness (that is Jesus' death and resurrection), there resulted past tense justification of life to all men." 

I did not make this up. What this verse says, quite clearly, is that every single human being on this Earth, right now, is justified in the eyes of God. "Justified" means just as if I'd never sinned. Every human being on this earth is already forgiven. I know this sounds like universal salvation, but you have to continue reading. We have misunderstood something. The Bible is clear then that at the moment you accept Jesus, it is not that you are all of a sudden forgiven by God, because you have already been forgiven. That is what Jesus meant when He hung upon the Cross and said, "It is finished." 

You are already forgiven. You are already justified, whether or not you accept it and whether or not you understand it. Just as the children of a slave are born a slave, so too the children of a free man are born free people. But, the children of the slave can live as though they are free, and the children of the free man can live as though they are slaves. This is why I bring up the issue of the Euongaleon. What was the Euongaleon? 

In Greek terms right now, the Euongaleon is the message--the message which a messenger brings. That's why we translate the word into "good news." Etymologically, this is not the origin of the word. The origin of the word meant the messenger. The Euongaleon was a messenger who performed a very crucial service. Through the course of time and entomological transformation, the Euongaleon came not to be associated so much with the messenger, but with the message which he brought. 

Why does this matter? Well, let me explain who the Euongaleon was, and hopefully you will see. We have to roll back the clock several thousand years. There is no instantaneous satellite communication; there is no teletype; there are no telephones; there are no VCRs. There are only people and occasionally pieces of paper or stone that they can etch words into. 

One of the things that the Greeks did better than anyone else was wage war. When they would do this, the people in the city would have to be on wartime rationing. They could not use their salt as much. They could not use iron. They had to send their food to the front line in order to help the soldiers. The people back home in the city are living in wartime. 

Several hundred miles away, the Greeks wage war, and much more often than not, the Greeks were victorious. At that point, the victory is won. The people in the town did not do the fighting, did not win the war. And, the people in the town cannot make the victory any more real than it is. But, the victory has happened hundreds of miles away. They cannot see this on their television sets. 

So what happened? The Greek army would send the Euongaleon, a messenger on horseback, and that messenger would ride and ride and ride until either he reached the home city, or else he would hook up, as in a tag team or a relay, with another Euongaleon who was fresh and whose horse was healthy and rested. Days sometimes weeks would go by, until finally the Euongaleon would arrive and tell the city, victory is ours. The war is over. 

That is the most perfect illustration of the Gospel of the Good News of the Euongaleon that I have ever heard, and it is the clearest explanation of the power of the death and resurrection of Jesus that I can ever imagine. The war is over. The people did not fight the war. The war is over. Jesus died upon the Cross and said it is finished. The war is over. He broke the bonds of sin and death. 

However, the people in the city do not know this. They cannot make the war over, and they cannot keep it from being over. There is justified to all mankind the forgiveness of sins. Right now, period, it is finished. The war is over. All people are justified. 

However, the people in the city live in ignorance and darkness. They do not understand the truth, so they have to have the word proclaimed to them. Once the word is proclaimed to them through the Euongaleon, they have a choice. They can accept that this is the Euongaleon, that he is the official representative of the government, and begin then to rejoice. At the moment they accept the message of the Euongaleon, the past victory becomes their present reality. 

That is the essence of Christianity. The moment at which we hear and accept the Word and the past, victory becomes our present reality. So, who goes to hell? 

This is a question which is always asked of me in the context of this discussion. The people, who go to hell, are the ones who do not accept the message of the Euongaleon. They do not believe he's an official representative, and they scoff at him. 

Therefore, they reject the message that the war is over. They continue to ration their salt. They continue to ration their food. They continue to live as though there is a war. The war is over, externally, objectively, and factually, but their internal world does not accept it. Therefore, they're still living in war. They are still in hell. 

That is precisely what happens to us. We begin with an objective fact: God has forgiven the entire human race. The objective fact is that every human being has been perfectly justified. The objective fact is that the war is over. The objective fact is that it is finished. 

What we must do is hear the good news, and we must accept it. Once we do that, then the fact of the objective realities become our internal truth. We begin to learn and live in accordance with what has always been true. It has been true for ages that the war is over. It has been true for ages that justification has been given to all men. But, it takes so long for us to accept and understand the message of the Euongaleon, and it takes a long time for the objective truth to take hold within our hearts and enable us to live as truly redeemed free people. 

That is the message of the Euongaleon That is the good news. All people are justified. All people are free. Sin is dead. The war is over. 

A powerful revelation, which the Bible contains, is the notion of repentance. Once we accept the gospel, we are always called upon to repent, to turn from our current ways. 

Repentance is, again using the original Greek words, "metanoia." "Metanoia" is the Greek word, which we translate into repentance. 

Metanoia, in its etymology, means beyond knowledge: meta, beyond or change; noia, knowledge. Repentance, then, actually means to change your way of thinking. You do not have to change the reality, because the reality is forgiveness. You only have to change your thinking. As St. Paul says in Romans 12, "We have to be transformed by the renewing of our minds," so that we can begin to see the truth, to be able to see the truth that there is no war, there is no problem. 

Every pain and every suffering which exists on this planet exists because human beings want it to be here. We have the technology, we have the knowledge, we have the ability to eliminate all suffering, all hunger, all disease. We spend $2,000,000 every 60 seconds on war on this planet. We do not spend one fraction of that researching how to cure cancer, or how to cure AIDS, or any number of a host of other diseases. 

It is more important to us, in terms of how much energy we spend on this planet, to maintain our war machines and our military tools, than it is to eliminate disease. The myth of scarcity is taught to our children from the day they enter school. There's not enough to go around. This is simply not true. There is plenty of food. There are plenty of resources so that every human being can live a completely fulfilled life. It is finished! We do not think of it that way, and we do not desire it to be that way. We live in darkness and pain and hell, because we want it. 

The good news is, though, that it need not be this way. 


STATION 16: SIN KILLS GOD
There is this being in the universe. This being has always been here. This being is self-existent without any cause for predicate whatsoever. That being we call God. 

This being, who must be a person, because all personalities come from Him, must also be both he and she, because all males and females have come from Him/Her. I know we are not used to talking about God this way in the church, but I cannot change the facts of the universe just because they go against our current conventions. 

God is the only reality, and God wants to live through each of us. He had placed Adam and Eve in the Garden to walk with them and have fellowship with Him. His knowledge, His beauty, His love poured through them constantly in an integrated oneness. They were created in His image to flow and dwell in absolute perfect harmony with God. 

God had extended, if you will, His nature, His attributes, and His personality, through the physical creation and through Adam and Eve. Adam and Eve lived in accordance with that verse that we talked about in Galatians. It wasn't "they" who lived as small little egos, but rather it was God who was living through them. Each breath that they breathed was done by the grace and power of God. 

God lived through them. Through sin, that relationship was broken. That holy relationship was much like a leaf on a tree being cut off. Part of the tree died. The wages of sin is death, the loss of relationship. 

What we have on the Cross is God, in the flesh, dying. Jesus took upon himself the sins of the world. What we see, when we look at Mt. Calvary, is sin killing God. As we discussed in previous sections, everything comes from God. Everything passes through God and everything returns to God. The only reality is God. We can live and will live eventually with the knowledge that we do not exist, but it is only God who lives through us. 

This is why the Bible gives us this incredibly powerful image of the body of Christ. We are all cells in the body of Christ. Sin kills God. Sin takes His finger and gives it gangrene and has it rot off His hand. Sin takes His gall bladder and fills it full of cancer. Sin takes His eye and fills it with a poison so that it can no longer see. The body of Christ consists of millions of individual cells. Every single human being is called to be a part of God's body. But through sin, the "cell" in Christ's body whom we are is sick & needs to be broken off in order to retain the health of the whole. 

So, if you want to look at sin, if you want to see what sin really is like and what sin does, look at the Cross. You will see God dying. Sin kills God. 

God can always be resurrected. That is the proclamation. No matter how dark, no matter how evil, no matter how despondent or hopeless the situation may seem, God is always able to reach in and transform the situation. God dies, yes, but God is always resurrected. 

Jesus hung and He bled and He died, but the ground could not hold Him. So too you, no matter how abject your sin, can be forgiven, can have that sin die and can be resurrected to an infinite life of Godliness. The body of Christ, with its rotting finger, can miraculously have that finger restored to perfect health. The poisonous gall bladder can be cleansed. The poison inside of the eye can be drained, so that God is restored to absolute total perfection. 

There is nothing that can be done to God to stop that. There is nothing that can happen inside of the creation to prevent God from being all in all. If I am an author of a story, no matter how horrible I may make the characters behave, no matter how bloody the story winds up or how many people wind up dead, I am always resurrected. I am always fully, completely healthy. So too, no matter what happens in this creation, God remains God. He is forever holy, healthy and perfect, and therefore always retains the ability to resurrect. 

The world did its worst to God. It took Him, beat Him, spat on Him, nailed Him to a cross, stabbed Him in the side, jeered and rejoiced as He died. That did not kill Him. It killed His body. It killed that part of Him which had become placed inside the creation. But, it did not finish Him, because the eternal side, the creator side, the Godhood side cannot be affected by what goes on in this world. 

Sin kills God, but God can always be resurrected. No matter how big of a mess you make of your life, there is always resurrection. The body of Christ can forever be healed. 

This is the source of great beauty, the source of great love. I recommend that you find a crucifix. Find the most lifelike one that you can, with Jesus hanging upon the Cross. Place it predominantly in your home, and meditate upon it constantly. I understand the Protestant fears and discomfort with a crucifix, because Jesus is not still on the Cross. Nevertheless, there is an immense amount to be learned from that image, because that is sin. That is what our sin does. 

If we are able to live with the life that St. Paul has discussed, wherein it is not we who live, but Christ who lives in and through us, and we are a perfect cell an organ in the body of God, if we are going to then fall back into sin, God no longer is flowing perfectly through us. Ego becomes reborn and God dies within our hearts. Sin kills that relationship. Sin kills God. But, God can always be resurrected. 


STATION 17: THE TEMPORAL NATURE OF SUFFERING
Through Gautama Buddha, 500 years before Jesus, we find all of life consisted of suffering. Whether you are currently thinking you are experiencing pleasure or your actually currently experiencing pain, all of life is suffering. Even the tiniest pleasure you know will be followed by greater suffering. 

This is not the Christian message. The Christian message is actually the opposite. Even though you may currently be suffering, just around the corner there is healing, there is blessing. God causes all things to work together for good for those who love Him and are called according to His purpose. 

Sometimes we don't see it that way. In fact, usually we don't. Sometimes our suffering and pain are immense. Sometimes they become more then we can bare, and we eliminate the pain through mind numbing drugs, or ultimately, suicide. Sometimes things can hurt so much, that we simply cannot bare them. The Cross of Christ has something to say to that--suffering does not last forever. 

Jesus was a prophet. He was a priest; He was a king; He was a healer; He was the lover of mankind. And with all of His goodness and all of His purity and love, He was, as we have said so many times before, rejected by the people and strung upon the Cross. 

He was beaten. He was whipped. He was made to bleed. He hung upon the torture rack of a crucifix with huge spikes through His hands and His feet. This was, most assuredly, not a pleasant experience. The Biblical record is that He hung upon that cross for approximately three hours, but the Biblical record is, also, that He did not stay there. No, He died, was placed into the ground and was resurrected. He has spent the rest of these two thousand years dwelling at the right hand of God, living in a celestial kingdom of infinite peace, bliss and love, having ascended to the highest realms of Heaven. 

Now one of the things that the Cross is trying to teach us is that suffering, no matter how bad it is, is not eternal. It is temporal It has a limit to it. This is a very heartening message for us. Even if it comes to the point of death through cancer or some other horrid disease, there is a cessation of suffering. Pain is not eternal. Even, if the patient winds up dying, on the other side, there is healing. There is soothing; there is warmth; there is goodness; there is pleasure. 

But, we need not die, usually, in order to experience that. Sometimes the current situations seem to be insurmountable, compounding our pain physically and psychologically. If we dwell upon the Cross, we can see that this suffering is not forever. No, suffering would be. Suffering always leads us into green pastures. Therefore, we can have the strength and the courage to know that the simple axiom, "this too will pass," is, in fact, true. Knowing that it will pass can enable us to have strength and patience to know that we will not be stuck in this forever. 

There is something more here--the complete insignificance of suffering and pain in the grand scheme of things. It is through this, that we see most clearly that Gautama Buddha was, in this context, wrong. For you see, taken as a percentage of Jesus' life, that three hours upon the Cross was almost immeasurably small. Taken as a percentage of the eternity which He lives in, those three hours on the Cross cannot even be measured. 

God is saying that there is a special country club. This country club is open to all people. This club enables you to dwell in infinite eternal peace, to have all of the powers of Heaven at your disposal to sit at the right hand of God's very throne, to watch the galaxies whirl and dance in the eternal celestial paradise, forever and ever and ever. The price of admission to this country club is that you must be crucified and hang upon the Cross for three hours. 

If we had faith that that country club really existed, I don't believe there's a one of us who would not gladly pay that price. So not only is the Cross telling us that your suffering will stop, but the Cross is telling us that, in the grand scheme of things, the suffering and pain which you must go through on this Earth are absolutely minuscule compared to the grand scope of bliss, goodness and pleasure that God has planned for you throughout eternity. 

God knows that there is suffering. He knows this very well. But, that suffering will stop, and that suffering ultimately becomes an insignificant meaningless part of your life, a blip, a hiccup in the scheme of eternity. 

STATION 18: GOD FEELS YOUR PAIN
For many people on this earth, the God whom they worship is far out in space somewhere, on the other side of the cosmos. He is distant, aloof. He is some kind of cosmic force which creates and sustains the universe, but has no empathy, has no feeling, has no humanity. 

The Biblical record is very, very different, and what we learn about God through Christ's Passion is something truly astounding. God comes to the Earth in the form of Jesus. Through pain and sin, God is crucified. He takes upon Himself our sin. The human race, in rejecting Him, causes great pain to God. The image we have then of God upon the Cross is a God who feels your pain. The pain which we have through sin, through disease, God intimately feels. He is connected to us. 

He knows our comings and our goings. He knows our hopes. He knows our fears. He knows what we want and what we need. He also knows our pain. He feels it. Jesus was able to weep at the sorrow in Jerusalem. God was able to so unite with the human race that He would come down to the point to experience and feel and unite with our pain. When you hurt, God hurts. I think this is somewhat comprehensible. 

When a child gets seriously hurt, a parent feels that pain, almost as though he was the one who was physically hurt. Very often the parent will have the feeling that he/she would gladly voluntarily take that pain upon himself, if only he could remove it from his child. And so often, when there's a serious disease in the family, the greatest suffering comes not so much from the sickness itself, but from the feeling of helplessness. The parent fells that there's nothing he can do to intervene or make things better. He just has to wait. 

I think it is clear that God is showing us through the Cross that He, too, feels that. He feels the pain. The suffering and the hatred and the ugliness of this earth causes Him to bleed, causes Him to have nails poked through His hands, causes Him to hang in agony. God is not in the outer stratosphere unknowing, uncaring. God is right here, right now united with you, united with all that you think, and all that you feel. But unlike that human parent, who so often is unfortunately helpless to intervene or help, the infinite power of God is available. 

So often we refuse to tap into that power, but that is our problem, not God's. There have been many reports of people who have actually been miraculously healed of strange diseases, of tumors, and of all sorts of things. But, above and beyond this bodily healing, as important as it is, the healing balm of God is available to touch our souls, so that in the midst of pain, we can nevertheless have peace of mind. 

I think this is one of the greatest lessons that we can learn and one of the greatest gifts we could have. It is wonderful to lead a life without any pain, without any sorrow, without any suffering. That is truly a blessing. But, there is a greater gift that we can be given. That gift is the ability to have peace of mind and joy in our hearts, throughout any difficulty or pain whatsoever. This is precisely what Jesus means when He says my peace, I give to you--the peace which passes understanding, not like the world gives, but My peace. The peace that the world seeks to give is an external comfort. If we have no problems, if we have no anxieties, then everything is fine and we call that peace. 

The peace, which God seeks to give us, is one that allows us to rise above the unpleasantness of our turmoil and trouble. That is the gift that God wants to give us, as He feels our pain. He wants to be able to touch us, to say I know, I understand. This too, is a great pain experienced by many people when they feel that they are the only ones on the Earth. They feel they are alone. No one else understands. 

One of the things that victims of child molestation have to go through is the feeling that they are dirty, that they have done something horrible, and that no one will ever be able to forgive them. They feel they are the only ones who have ever gone through this, and that no one could ever understand. Just knowing that there is someone else on the Earth who cares about them, who has gone through the same thing, in and of itself, helps. 

So too, with alcoholism, so too, with many things. As soon as we find that we are not alone, that we're not the only person to have done this stupid thing, that we're not the only person to have been victimized in this unspeakable manner, we can be healed, just by the presence of another person. 

This is part of the power of the death and resurrection of Jesus. God, hanging upon the Cross, is telling us, you are not alone. I understand. I ,too, have been rejected. I ,too, feel pain. I, too, bleed. I, too, must die. I understand. 

But at the same time, my peace, I will give to you--that peace which passes all understanding--because I am no longer dead. I am alive. I am resurrected, and I am strong. I am perfected. My strength and perfection is available to you, right here, right now. Yes, you must suffer, but that is only for a little while, and it amounts to nothing. I feel your pain, and I can and will help you. Reach out to me. And, in love I will transform your life. 

STATION 19: THE ILLUSION OF POPULARITY
Everybody wants to be liked. Everybody wants to be popular. We seek the approval, first, of our parents. Look mommy, what I can do. And, we take that feeling with us throughout our lives. We are afraid that people might not like the way we dress, that our shirt might not match the pants. We have to talk just right, because if we don't have the right accent, we'll be an outsider. 

We have to make sure that we have the right thoughts and the right opinions, because if we are too politically incorrect, then the social order will cast us out. We want people to look at our paintings and say, "Wow! That is wonderful." We want people to listen to our music and be inspired and touched. We want people to read what we write and have their souls transformed. 

Yes, we want to be popular. This is an innate human feeling, and we find many people who spend their entire lives in one form or another seeking popularity--from the movie stars to the rock stars to the sports figures, politicians, businessmen--the world is full of people who dedicate their entire lives to popularity. We find this, too, in the church. The church often will seek to do what is popular and pleasing in order to extend its influences. 

One of the things you learn very quickly in seminary is that people have to like you. You have to have a pleasant voice. You have to have a bubbly, happy personality. If you don't, then the offerings will not come in. You will not be able to get your programs taken care of. You will not be able to be successful as a pastor. 

One of the things that Jesus' Passion teaches us is that popularity can be an illusion. Jesus, as we have seen before in Station 10, was alone. Here was the most loving person who was ever born, who had the greatest wisdom we could ever learn, who had such a relationship with God that He could heal and perform miracles. One would think that such a person should be popular, but the Cross of Christ says that He was not popular at all. He was rejected by the multitudes. He was rejected by government. He was very unpopular with the religious leaders of His day. And, those few people who truly did like Him, the disciples, even they, at the end, were scattered, more concerned about their own personal lives than they were about doing anything to help Him. 

He wound up, as we saw in Station 10, completely alone. He was upon the Cross, a very unpopular guy. He was the lonely guy, to make reference to Steve Martin's movie. Yet, that is not an indication of failure. You see, He did what was right. He did what was good. He had His relationship with God, and it was so solid, that He knew what His calling was and what He had to accomplish. 

He saw that this was not a manifestation of His own personal ego, because what He was doing was denying Himself. He was trying to help others to achieve their potential, trying to help others to overcome their ego, trying to help others to take up their cross and follow Him, trying to get others to eliminate the demons in their lives and to live lives of forgiveness, health and love. He wasn't trying to make himself great. He was simply trying to do what was right. 

But, He died a lonely guy, not popular at all, doing what was right, doing what was good, doing what was true. Doing what was Godly and fulfilling His mission, made Him extremely unpopular. 

There is a very good message here for all of us. Just because we are popular, does not in and of itself mean that we are good or successful. Popularity can be an illusion. More often than not, that which makes us popular with people is their dark side--the dark side which they find satisfied and stimulated by us. 

So much music, especially today, revolves around the dark side. So many politicians become popular through lies and deceit, through their socialism programs, through their taxation and theft, through their military works. Adolph Hitler was a very popular person. That does not mean he was right. Taxation and the welfare state in America is very popular. That doesn't mean that it's right. Satanic underground heavy metal music is very popular. That doesn't mean that it is good. Alcoholism is extremely popular. That doesn't mean that it's right. 

So, the Cross is telling us to love God. Seek first for His kingdom and His righteousness. Do not be obsessed, people, with spending your whole lives running around trying to gain the approval, acceptance, and following of others. 

Don't obsess with trying to become popular and having many followers. No, rather become obsessed with learning who you truly are, who God truly is, and what is good and what is right. That is what matters. That is what is important. Popularity is an illusion, and it can take you down the pathway of great darkness. 

You find many people get caught in the crossfire. They start off as a musician or a politician or an artist, following their own inner calling, trying to do what they think is good and right. Sometimes, they experience a certain amount of popularity. They then become infected with the popularity and start focusing, not upon who and what they are, what their personal calling is, what is good and right for them, but rather upon what the people want. They stop taking risks. They fall into a pattern, and that pattern winds up being the end of their creativity. 

It starts being a complete compromise of their art or their message. One has to adopt the message of Christianity in a certain way these days if one wants to be especially popular. It is much easier to make several million dollars a year through your Christian ministry, talking about how God will take care of all of your problems and provide for you infinite possibilities, than it is to make very much money talking about people taking up their crosses, dying to themselves, and transcending their ego. 

One has to adapt to what people want, and in so doing, we can very easily lose our own identity and our own soul. Jesus hung upon the Cross alone, very unpopular, but He did what was right. Let us learn from Him to follow the witness of God within our lives, to follow the witness of the Holy Spirit, so that we might do what is holy, true, and good. 

Let the masses do what they will. In short, it is better to die alone, a holy and righteous man, than it is to live in darkness and evil as the most popular man on the earth. Just as Jesus said, what would it benefit a man if he gained the entire world and yet lost his own soul? 

Your own soul, your own vision, whether it's political, business, cultural, artistic, music, religious, your own soul, your own vision is worth an infinite amount more than all of the popularity that you could derive from simply selling yourself in order to become popular. 

STATION 20: THE BREATH OF GOD
Everything which has life breathes. Plants may not have lungs as mammals do, but they definitely breathe. Everything that has life has breath. God is alive and God breathes. God exhales and He inhales and the breath of God goes like this. 

God breathes out and fills our lungs with His life. We live that life until, following the call of God, we die to ourselves. We expire and breathe our soul back into God. 

In short form, the breath of God is this: God dies so that we can live, so that we can die, so that God can live. That is what the death and resurrection of Jesus is all about--the breath of God. There's a remarkable passage in the Bible, in the letter of Paul to the Philippines, starting in chapter 2:5. "Have this attitude in yourselves, which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God, a thing to be grasped, but emptied He taking the form of a bond servant and being made in the likeness of men." 

"Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore, also God highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, and at the name of Jesus every knee should bow of those who are in Heaven and on Earth and under the Earth. And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father." 

That is the breath of God. Jesus starts out as God, what He has always been, what He only could be. He poured out Himself and died to His Godliness. God died so that He, as a human being, as a person, could live. He died to His Godliness, to be born to His humanity. He then lived His life as a human, and upon the Cross died to His humanity, not my will but thy will be done. At that point, He was reborn to His Godliness. God dies that we might live, that we might die, that God might live. 

God dies to Himself, and our humanity is born. We die to our humanity, and Godliness is reborn. That is the breath of God. That is the entire cycle of the universe. That is what this place, this galaxy among galaxies, is all about. It is a place where God is breathing. 

Another magnificent example is that of the ocean. The ocean contains uncountable drops of water. In the presence of the light, that water evaporates and forms into clouds. The clouds then collect all of the individual droplets of water. Those droplets of water fall back down to the earth and eventually re-enter the ocean. God is the ocean, and we are the rain drops. 

That is the breath of God. It is true that the heavens do declare the glory of God, and the Earth does show His handiwork. God's nature and attributes can be clearly seen through what He has made. God is the ocean, we are the rain drops. The ocean dies to itself to become a rain drop, and the rain drop dies to itself to re-become the ocean. 

We see this clearly in the book of Philippians as being Jesus' pathway. Jesus, having dwelt in Godliness, emptied Himself out to become human, emptying Himself of His humanity in order to resume His Godliness. It is emphatically clear throughout the Bible that Jesus' pathway and His life are blueprints for ours. 

In the beginning, whenever that was, we were inside of God. We still are inside of God. God knew us before we were formed in our mother's womb, so God creates us and places us here. He breathes His breath into Adam, and Adam becomes a living soul. 

We then live our lives encased in ego. Eventually we come to the point where we can say, no longer my will, my small limited egocentric human will be done, but rather Heavenly Father, thy will be done. 

We take up our cross, and we join Christ in life eternal. We can then say that we, as small individual raindrops, no longer exist. It is only Christ who lives in us. We have rejoined the ocean. We are now one with the Heavenly Father, and He pours through and expresses Himself in and around us. 

God has died to a part of Himself to enable you to live as you are. He took the breath out of His own lungs to inspire you, to give you the ability to walk, talk, sing, and dance. 

But, this is not the end. You do not want to spend the rest of eternity in your small limited human world. There are realms of glory beyond your wildest comprehension. That is when we respond to the call of God, and we, as Jesus, become obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Our egos die. 

Whereupon God exalts us and raises us up into Heaven to be with Him, to surround the Heavenly throne so that He might say to us, well done now good and faithful servant. This is power, this is glory. 

STATION 21: BEYOND GOOD AND EVIL TO LIFE
Was the death of Jesus a good thing or a bad thing? 

The Bible is not at all clear about this. In fact, the Bible gives you a very astounding vision. If you read carefully in the book of Acts, you will see some of the earliest sermons of Christianity. Therein it is clear that the people must repent, because they did an evil thing. With their Godless hands, they put Jesus to death. This was a horrible evil and a sin for which they must repent. 

It was not good. It was done because of hatred, because of fear, because of ego, because of selfish stupid pride, because of government intervention, because of all of the evils on this earth. The Bible is quite clear to paint the picture that this crucifixion was a horrible ugly sinful thing. 

At the same time, if you read in the book of Acts, it is quite clear that God preordained everything that went on, and that everything that happened in Jesus' death and resurrection was the working of God the Father. It was perfectly in accordance with His will; therefore, it was very, very good. 

How was that possible? Is God evil? 

No, and the Bible here is not painting the picture of God taking an evil thing and transforming it into good. No, we have seen that, and that is certainly true. There is always resurrection. No, matter how evil or dark things can be, God can transform it into good. No, the Bible is painting a sharper picture here--a sharper picture that the death and resurrection of Jesus was simultaneously an unspeakable evil and the most blessed perfect event ever. It was entirely good and entirely evil. It was beyond the pairs of opposites. 

This is a very high very powerful teaching. In the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve had life. That is all they had. And, everything in that life was good. Their existence was shattered when they stopped seeing everything as being good and started thinking about it in terms of good and evil. This is the faculty of judgment. They no longer accepted things for the way they were and started looking at them also in terms of the way they weren't. 

Once again, I go into great detail about this in the writing "In The Garden." The point is that we, as human beings, are always living according to the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. We're saying "yes" to this and "no" to that. We see someone walking down the street, and we immediately make a host of judgments about him. How much money does he have? Is he a good person, is he a bad person? Do we like the shoes? Do we dislike the shirt? Is there too much make up, not enough make up? We instantaneously make hundreds of judgments. 

Currently as of this writing in 1995, the entire nation is obsessed with a murder trial going on in Los Angeles, the O. J. Simpson murder case. It is not possible for us to simply see this as it is. A man is on trial for murder. They have now started the trial, period. That is all anyone actually knows. But no, everyone has to form their opinion, good or evil. Is he innocent, is he guilty? Has he been framed? Is he a psychopathic murderer? Is this a racist issue? Is this a man vs. woman sexist issue? Everyone has to form their opinions and their judgments. They are always saying good or evil, yes or no? 

Happiness or sadness? These are the pairs of opposites, and we are constantly judging. This constant judging prevents us from living. We are unable to accept the truth. The death and resurrection of Jesus shows us that there are realms beyond this band of judgment. God, when He came to the Earth and wanted to tell something so powerful, wanted us to be able to see that this goes beyond our judgment. If you want to call it good, you can call it good. If you want to call it evil, you can call it evil. 

God is saying it doesn't matter. It is both good and evil. There is what is and is not. None of that matters. What matters is life, which is unity. Jesus died, and if you want to see that as good or evil you can. It is up to you. They are both equally true. It is equally true that the man's shirt you see is both good and bad. That person you know is both good and bad. That is not the point. We must transcend the knowledge of good and evil. That is the entire point of salvation. 

We must overcome the poison of that tree, and no longer constantly dwell in the realm of judgment between I like this, I don't like that, that is good, that is bad, I want more of this in my life and less of that in my life. We must accept life, the totality. God met man in the Garden of Gethsemane, on Mt. Calvary, and He took all of our hatred and all or our sin and all of our murderous evil ways, combined it with all of His love, all of His glory, all of His power, and said, we are beyond good and evil. The only thing that matters is resurrection. The only thing that matters is life. 

We can follow the pathway of Christ. God placed the universe here, and it was only good. Adam and Eve became fractured and saw the universe in terms of good and evil. The knowledge of good and evil poisons us to this day. And, what God tried to do, through Mt. Calvary, was to re-zip the zipper, to take this knowledge of good and evil and recombine it so that He might return us to this pure state of life, absolute total goodness. 

That is the purpose of the Cross, that we might transcend our judgments, go beyond our small petty ways, and be able to dwell, once again, in the perfect unitive goodness of God and the universe. 

Think deeply on these things.

STATION 22: BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD 
This writing, The Stations of The Cross, is one of many writings which belongs to The Church of Yahweh. The Church of Yahweh is dedicated to spreading the proclamation of God's one true holy and real name. 

The human race has lost touch with this holy name, and it is the purpose of the foundation to attempt to restore this. The central core document which hopes to outline clearly the nature of God's real name is the document, "God is Not God's Name." 

If you have not had the opportunity, I would direct you to read this at this time. 

What does God's name have to do with the death and resurrection of Jesus? What does God's name have to do with Christ's passion? 

They are exactly the same thing. Jesus, it is said, came in the name of the Lord. It was never intended that the word "Lord" would appear in the Bible. The word "Lord" is simply a convenience. It is a ruse; it is a concealment. 

Every time you see the phrase "The Lord" in all capital letters in the Bible, especially in the Hebrew Bible, The Old Testament, it is referring to God's name, YHWH, Yahweh. 

It is not my purpose here to go into great detail about that name, but rather to discuss how Jesus' life, death and resurrection relate to that name. They are part and parcel, identical. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of YHWH. You see Jesus' name was not Jesus. We sing songs in Church about Jesus. Jesus, there's something about that name. Well, indeed there is. But, Jesus was not His name. Jesus is the English version of the Greek word of the Hebrew word which was His name. Jesus is English for a Greek word, "Ieasus." "Ieasus," is what the Greeks called Jesus. 

Jesus' original ministry was to the Jews, but over the course of time, Christianity very quickly spread to the Greeks. The Greeks spoke, obviously, a different language. As the message of Christianity passed from the Hebrews to the Greeks, Jesus was no longer called according to His God given Hebrew name, but according to the name that the Greeks wanted to call Him, Ieasus. 

Ieasus is Greek for Joshua. Joshua, is the English way that we pronounce Jeshua. Jesus' name is spelled (the name which His mother and father gave Him), YHSWH. Yod Hey Shin Vav Hey. Blessed is he who comes in the name of YHWH, blessed is he who comes in the name of Yod Hey Vav Hey. 

God The Father has revealed His holy sacred infinite name as Yod Hey Vav Hey. Jesus' name, Jeshua, is spelled Yod Hey Shin Vav Hey. This is something which probably not one in a hundred people, even inside of religious circles, actually know. 

You take an additional letter an "S," a "Shin," you insert it into the very center of YHWH, and you come up with Jesus' name. Yod Hey Shin Vav Hey. As we draw that name it looks like this: 
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The "Shin" represents the heart. This is my beloved son, with whom I am well pleased. Here ye Him. Now here's the first thing we must recognize. In the beginning, mankind was created in the image of Yod Hey Vav Hey. Adam perfectly reflected God's nature and attributes. That is the proclamation of the book of Genesis. Through the fall, man stopped recognizing this, stopped properly reflecting YHWH's nature and attributes, and through sin and the fall, we became darkened creatures. We lost the ability to reflect God's holy name. 

Though we were and are created in the image of God, we cease to live that way. So, God came to the Earth to restore the lost balance. And, YHWH came to the Earth as YHSWH, who was once again the visible image of the invisible God. He is known as the 2nd Adam in Paul's writings. Through His teaching, through His life and His ministry, through His death and resurrection, through, as we've discussed before, being baptized into His passion, we can be remade into the image of God. 

That's what Christianity is all about. God's name can be restored within us. Jesus was the representative of God, through whom God could be known, through whom God could be seen, in whom is embodied God's power. Jesus was God's name. Perfectly. And, we too, can be called to be God's name. 

But, there is much more. Jesus invokes the holy Tetragrammaton, YHWH. YHWH has a meaning, I am that I am. And, in verse 58 of the Gospel of John, chapter 8, Jesus says to the scribes and Pharisees, "Truly, truly I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am." 

This is a direct connection of Jesus to God. He is claiming God's name for His own. Yod Hey Shin Vav Hey is claiming Yod Hey Vav Hey's name as His own. 

Now, it is clear in the writings that Jesus does things in His father's name. It's also clear that He empowers the disciples to ask and do things in Jesus' name. For example, in John 10:25, Jesus says, "I told you and you do not believe the works that I do in my father's name, these bear witness of me." 

It is also true in John 14:13, "Whatever you ask in my name that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son." YHWH and YHSWH are different sides of the same coin. They are one connected entity. YHWH is the non manifested hidden transcendent God. YHSWH is the visible manifest present God. 

You could say that YHWH is potential and YHSWH is kinetic. Hidden and revealed, spirit and flesh, transcendent and present. These two beings, God the Father, God the Son are united. And, they're united in the name. 

What is also remarkable then is that Christianity tries to pride itself on being a religion of the Trinity. The Trinity is subject to great debate and discussion, but I will simply show you one thing. Gospel of John 14:26, "When the helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name comes, He will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you." 

It is clear that YHWH and YHSWH are one being united by the invisible spirit, who is also sent in the name of YHSWH. 

So what does this name have to do with Jesus? Everything. They share the same name. But, there is indeed much more here. Jesus has in high priestly prayer in John 17, where in one of His final moments on the Earth, He takes a moment to pray, to speak to God just before He is taken away. 

John 17:6 says, "I manifested your name to the men whom you gave me out of the world." This is one of many similar passages wherein we learn that Jesus' life, His teachings, His ministry, is an attempt to explain God's name to the disciples. 

The connections are many. I have, for quite some time, contemplated writing a complete Bible study of the life of Jesus, showing how His life, ministry, healings, miracles, and teachings are all manifestations of The Name. 

Let me give you a few examples. Jesus raised people from the dead. I will be what I will be. I am that I am. YHWH, God's holy name, is the power of eternal life, is the power of resurrection. Showing people physically raised from the dead is one indicator of the power of God's name. 

Number 2, I am that I am is a name which we all share, wherein God wants us to be self determinant, not to be possessed in any way. Jesus cast out devils and demons, showing that by the power of God's name, we can be set free. We need to hear that message more than the people of Jesus' day did, for we have more demons now then they ever dreamt possible. We have many more things which lay claim to our soul. 

The entire social order works against nature. It convinces us to do things which we do not believe in and do not truly want. How many people have spent a great portion of their life, only to look back and to wonder how did this ever happen to me? What happened to my life? 

It seems that countless people spend decades on this earth acting and moving and putting in time but never once actually doing what they truly want to do. That is remarkable. We buy clothes we do not like so that we can look hip. We fashion our hair in ways that we don't personally care for, just so that we can fit in. We buy outrageous things that we do not need and that do not give us any pleasure, just so that we can keep up with our friends, with our neighbors, with our business partners, and with our family members. 

In fact, from the day we are born until the day we die, our entire life is a battle against demons which attempt to control us. We are told that our feet have horrible odors, that our arm pits stink, that the corns on the bottoms of our feet are ugly, that the dandruff on the top of our heads is unpleasant to look at. All we need is Madison Avenue's chemical salvation in order to be made whole. 

Women, especially these days, will diet almost to the point of starvation, and then undergo a surgical knife in order to enhance those parts of the body that they deem to be more desirable. We are told what we can say. We are told what we cannot say. We are told what we can do; what we cannot do. We are even told how to think. 

If we step out of bounds, the demons which possess us will curse us, toss us to the ground, make great spectacles out of us, and cause us incalculable pain. This is demonic possession. And, we must be free. The power of the name, the power of Jesus' ministry was to set us free, "Come to me all who labor and our heavily laden down, and I will give you rest for your wary souls, for my load is easy and my burden is light, come to me." 

Jesus wants to set us free. The power of the name, I am that I am, I will be what I will be--as that name resonates within us, we begin to have our own self will. We can live our lives the way we live them because we want to live them that way, not according to what the government tells us, or what social pressures tell us, or what the family tells us, or what commercialism or advertisements tell us, but what the witness of God upon our hearts as to what is good and right for us, tells us. 

Jesus did, in fact, reveal God's name as He cast out these demons. He performed miracles. These miracles, too, were a revelation, an explanation, a manifestation of God's name. You see, YHWH is the self mover. He is the source and origin of all. He is the cause of all causes, the self-existent one, the source of all with no source. And as such, He has limitless power, can never die. What we call miracles are manifestations of higher bounds of power than we have ever seen before. 

Certainly, if God exists, and I am certain that He does, and this God is capable of creating a universe with a 100 billion galaxies in it, certainly that God could step into time and space and feed 5,000 people with a few loaves of bread and a couple of fish. The name is sovereign, the name is self-existent and contains all power. 

Jesus' parables try to teach us about the Kingdom of God. I am that I am seeks only to know what is, because it is all good. And, as Jesus manifested this name to His disciples, He tried to get them to focus on only the here and now, to live each day for today, because every day has trouble enough of its own. 

I am that I am, is the same yesterday, today and forever. All of His parables about faith, about the Kingdom of God, about planting, about harvesting, are all truly glorious revelations of what God is all about and therefore what His name is all about. 

But, there is more. In Jesus' darkest hour, as He awaits the last supper, He knows that His final hours on earth are at hand. He reaches up to Heaven and utters another prayer. This is in the Gospel of John 12:27,28. "Now my soul has become troubled and what shall I say, Father? Save me from this hour? But for this purpose I came to this hour, Father glorify thy name. There came therefore a voice out of Heaven, I have both glorified it and will glorify it again." 

It is quite astounding to read this simply for what it is. Jesus essentially says in other Gospels, Father not my will, but thy will be done. Here in the Gospel of John, that is equated to Father glorify thy name, not my name but thy name, and the voice from Heaven is astounding. I have both glorified it and will glorify it again. God is echoing in agreement that the teachings and miracles which Jesus had done were a glorification of God's name. 

But God also indicates that the upcoming passion, the death and resurrection, are also going to be a revelation of that name. We come then to the central question, for this writing does attempt to focus on Jesus' death and resurrection. How is it that Christ's passion tells us anything about the name. 

In section 18, we discussed the breath of God, how God died so that we can live, so that we can die, so that God can live. That incredibly powerful revelation is all embodied in the name. The cycle of the eons, the breath of God, began as Jesus existed in the form of God, but emptied Himself, taking upon Himself a man servant, died to Himself, and was resurrected and returned to the eternal glory with the Father. 

You can spell that YHWH dies, so that YHSWH can live, so that YHSWH can die, so that YHWH can live. It is all one name. It is all one God. This one God pulls Himself apart, if you will, stretches Himself out, so that we might see and understand Him. 

He's changed, so that we can hear Him and see Him and touch Him. Just like the ocean bubbles up the rain drops, those rain drops remain ocean water. They, just for a while, pretend not to be. They're separated from the ocean and appear to be autonomous, but are not. So too, the only reality is YHWH. That is the only truth of the universe. He is the source and origin of all we live inside of Him. We move inside of Him. We exist inside of YHWH. The Bible could not be more clear about that, if it tried. 

Since the only reality is YHWH, then all YHWH can do is spread Himself out, stretch Himself out a bit, so that we can see Him a little clearer. That's what He did. The mighty infinite limitless ocean of YHWH separated off, reduced Himself to become a rain drop as YHSWH. And, that little rain drop died to His self will. And as He did so, He said, "Father glorify thy name." And as He died, YHSWH emptied Himself out and returned to the infinite glory of the ocean of YHWH. There was only the name, and this one name contains all power, all revelation. 

Jesus truly was God's name. When we see Christ upon the cross, we are seeing God's name. The Father and the Son and the Spirit are one, and that oneness is all embodied within that name. Truly and indeed, blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

STATION 23: THE KOAN: REALMS BEYOND RATIONALITY 
Thank you, dear reader, for joining me on this journey. Thank you for your attentiveness. Thank you for having spent your precious time working with me in these serious matters. 

As we come to the end of this writing, after so many pages one could think that we have said something about God, or that we have learned something about the cross or perhaps even ourselves. Maybe in some small way that is true. But, ultimately what we are dealing with in the revelation of God through Christ, through the death and resurrection of Jesus, is something that goes completely beyond our capacity to comprehend. 

The Bible points to this as it talks about no eye has seen nor has the heart conceived of the things which God has prepared for those who love Him. It talks about the wisdom of God being foolishness to this world, and about being transformed by the renewing of our minds. Jesus talks about having many things to teach us, but that we cannot bear them now. So, in the final station of the cross, I want to leave you with the clearest point I can. 

Ultimately, God cannot be understood. He must be experienced. 

Life cannot merely be talked about or read about. It must be lived. What do I mean by this? For instance, if you have never eaten chocolate, how could I describe it to you? All I could do would be to explain chocolate in terms of something else which you might have eaten which tastes like chocolate. Ultimately, there is no substitute for the simple raw experience of chocolate. The same is true of the color red. How would one describe red to a blind man. It cannot be done. In exactly the same way, all of the several thousand words in this writing amount to nothing, ultimately, because they are only words. It is only talk. It is only ideas. 

It has nothing to do with the reality of God, because one taste of the divine light, one taste of the divine presence, will tell you more about the reality of God then 100,000 books ever could. That is what the death and resurrection of Jesus is partially about. 

The disciples say throughout their writings, the things which we saw, all the things which we heard, the things which we felt, we make known to you. 

They're not talking about the things they believe or the things that they think or the things that they theorize, but the things that they had heard, seen, beheld, and their hands had handled concerning the word of life. Jesus came to the Earth so that we might see Him, feel Him, know Him, handle Him. He is still here today to be known, to be seen, to be felt, to be handled. 

No amount of rationalizing, no amount of thinking will ever substitute for the full truth of God. What do I mean? I ought to give you a term which not too many Westerners are familiar with, and that term is a "Koan." 

It comes from the Zen Buddhists. To the Western mind, Zen Buddhists are a very strange bizarre peculiar lot. They go around asking very bizarre questions like, what was the look of your face before you were born? What is the sound of one hand clapping? They tell weird little stories, all trying to get you, one way or the other, to have a short circuit in your brain so you can stop thinking and rationalizing and experience and know that there is reality beyond the power of words to convey. Lau-Tzu, 500 years before Jesus said, "Those who speak do not know, those who know do not speak." Now what does this have to do with the death and resurrection of Jesus? 

Everything. You see, we have now spent several pages talking about Christ's passion from many different angles, but in its fullest sense, Christ's passion remains an ultimate mystery that we cannot penetrate. 

I will give you a Christian Koan, and that Christian Koan is the cross of Christ. It goes like this. 

God sent to the Earth His son as a perfect man. He was perfect love. He taught people all they needed to know about life and the Kingdom of God. He cast out their demons. He healed their sicknesses. He contained within His very palm the power of eternal life, and freely, without expectation, offered that forgiveness and eternal life to everyone. 

As a result, humanity took this man and they beat Him, they whipped Him, they pounded nails into His hands and feet, strung Him up on a cross and watched Him die. And, that constitutes the salvation of the universe. 

Now, that is much stranger than the sound of one hand clapping. That is a Koan of such power, such depth, that having spent all of these thousands of words, we have said almost nothing. Because the life, death and resurrection of Jesus provide us a window into infinity. 

Infinity is a very strange concept. Most people conceive of infinity as being just a very big number, a few million, a few billion, maybe even a trillion. Most people don't even know the name for 1,000 trillion. But, you see a trillion times a trillion times a trillion is the barest tiniest immeasurable fraction of infinity. 

Likewise most people think of eternity as being a very long time, but once you've spent your first several hundred trillion trillion years in Heaven, you won't even be ready for your morning coffee break, because eternity, by its very nature, lies outside of time. Infinity by its very nature lies outside of numbering. 

The cross of Christ gives us a vision, a gateway, a portal, a view into the life of the spirit, a life beyond time, beyond space, beyond limitations, where even death has no hold, where evil and good are merged into a oneness of life, where the small minded-ness of popularity is seen for the illusion that it is, where all suffering is but a temporary blip, a hiccup, in a life longer than the human mind can comprehend--a realm of absolute forgiveness, complete total limitless love and glory and grace, beyond even our faintest comprehension. 

That's why I say that the cross of Christ is a Koan, because it seeks to short circuit our brain. The wisdom of God is, in fact, foolishness to this world. To say that sending the world's most perfect man to the Earth as God in the flesh to heal, to love, to forgive, to instruct, to resurrect, and murdering such a person, executing Him as a criminal against humanity, constituting a salvation, is completely nonsensical. 

It does not fit. It cannot be explained. And, I have spent several thousand words attempting to explain to you what chocolate tastes like. I invite you to put down this pamphlet, and perhaps take it up again on another day, more as a reminder than a guide, and to continue to draw closer to the throne of God's grace, for this infinite power that resurrected Jesus, lives inside of your heart. Remember the Euongaleon. You are right now forgiven. The war is over, and the only reality is eternal life, bliss, peace, love, joy and the fruit of ecstasy from the Holy Spirit. 

CONCLUSION
Find God. Taste Him. Commune with Him. 

May you find the riches of God's glory, which surpasses all understanding, dwelling in and around you. 

May you find every moment of every day a personal fulfillment of God's prophecy of eternal life. 

May the power of Mt. Calvary continue to fill your life to transcend all bounds of ego, sorrow and pain. 

May you dwell in the glorious eternal light of the fullness of Christ.

Amen.
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